Jesus according to Luke 7 – Lost things (Chapters 15-17)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  What is the first thing you remember buying? 
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
Welcome back to the 7th week of “Jesus according to Luke.” We hope you are learning a lot about Jesus.

Chapter 15 is all parables. Q- Remind us what a parable is. (Simple story used to teach Spiritual lesson) 
Jesus tells 3 parables about lost items. Q- Can we name these 3 parables?

The lost sheep, the lost coin, and the lost son. The 3 parables have one thing in common – they feature something lost. They differ in WHERE the item is lost and on HOW the lost item is found.

Q- WHERE is the lost sheep? How does the shepherd find the lost sheep? Q- What does the 1 lost sheep represent?
The sheep is lost in the open country. This sheep is lost in the world, just like we were lost in the world before OUR SHEPHERD Jesus came into the world to find us, save us, and carry us home.

Q- WHERE is the lost coin? HOW does the woman find the coin? Q- What does the woman & coin represent?
The silver coin, a drachma, is worth a day’s wage. The master had given 10 coins to the woman, and she has misplaced one within her house. Unlike the sheep lost in the world, this coin is in her possession, but not apprehended. The coin is in the house, but the woman needs to repossess it. A woman is used in parables and prophetic illustrations to represent groups of people. This woman could be the people of God who have been gifted with every good gift in order to do the work of the Kingdom. Yet instead of operating in the gifts of the Spirit, we have let them become dormant. The woman did a work of repentance, lighting a lamp, sweeping & cleaning her house, and searching for the lost gift.
Q- Where is the boy lost? Why didn’t the father go search for the son?

Verse 17 says the boy “came to himself”. The boy was lost within himself. The sheep was lost in the world, the coin lost in the house, but the boy was lost within his own thoughts, selfish desires, and appetite for sin. The father did not search the countryside but waited patiently for the day the boy would find himself and return in repentance. 
Even when things are lost, they are not lost to Jesus. He knows the location of everything & everyone that is lost.

Chapter 16 focuses on unfruitful pursuits. Jesus gives perhaps his most difficult to understand parable when he talks about the “shrewd manager.” The shrewd manager served his love of money, and this greatly upset the pharisees, because they loved money.  Jesus also teaches us that money should be a tool we use to develop friendships; we should live in such a way that when our temporal money is gone, we have gained entry into “eternal dwellings.” Jesus is reminding us of a heavenly promise that is much more fruitful than temporal riches. 
Then, Jesus tells the story of Lazarus & the rich man. This story may not be a parable, but an actual story! Q- What happens in the story of Lazarus and the rich man? Q- What does this story teach us about unfruitful riches & true riches? 
In chapter 17 Jesus teaches and heals 10 lepers.
Q- What do you think Luke 17:1 means?  (Stumbling happens, but real punishment comes from those who cause stumbling) Q- What are some ways we could cause someone to stumble?
Jesus follows this stumbling warning with a command to rebuke those who sin against you and forgive them should they repent. Un-forgiveness is the example Jesus gives for causing people to stumble. Let us be quick to forgive!

Q- Tell us about the 10 lepers.

Do you have any questions about chapters 15-17 of Luke? Is there anything you would like to share from your study?
Internal Question- Jesus taught us about lost things and how they can be found. What is something lost you need to focus on? Have you been focused on unfruitful riches? Repent of that and use money properly. Have you been causing others to stumble? Repent of that and forgive. Let’s pray for Jesus to continue revealing the truth of His Word to us.  {PRAY}
Vision – This is Jesus according to Luke. Who is Jesus according to you? Read Luke chapters 18-19.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Luke 15:4-7(NIV) “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? 5 And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 6 and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ 7 I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.
Luke 15:8-9(NIV) “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Doesn’t she light a lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she finds it, she calls her friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.’”
Luke 15:17-18(KJV) And when (the son) came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father's have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee,
Luke 17:1, 3-4(NIV) Jesus said to his disciples: “Things that cause people to stumble are bound to come, but woe to anyone through whom they come…  3 So watch yourselves. “If your brother or sister[a] sins against you, rebuke them; and if they repent, forgive them. 4 Even if they sin against you seven times in a day and seven times come back to you saying ‘I repent,’ you must forgive them.”
Vision – This is Jesus according to Luke. Who is Jesus according to you? Read Luke chapters 18-19.

