Jesus according to Luke 6 – People Struggles (Chapters 11-14)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  What simple ordinary task is a struggle for you? 
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
Welcome back to the 6th week of “Jesus according to Luke.” We hope you are learning a lot about Jesus.

At the beginning of chapter 11 Jesus teaches us about prayer. Q- What does Jesus teach us about prayer?
Jesus does teach HOW to pray, but also TO pray. He teaches us to ask God for everything! Daily bread, forgiveness of sin, deliverance from temptation… Jesus tells a story about asking with “shameless audacity.” (11:8) Jesus invites us to ask God with that same shameless audacity. Jesus tells us to ASK, SEEK, & KNOCK. He makes it sound easy.
Q- Did Jesus live an easy life? What do you think was the greatest source of his struggle? 

We think it is safe to say that faith, demons, sickness, or temptation were NOT the greatest struggles in the life of Jesus. Rather it was dealing with people… the very people He came to save. Q- While Jesus was casting out a demon, he was surprisingly accused of what? (9:15)
Jesus was accused of using demonic power to cast out demons. Jesus, the one in perfect unity with the Father, was accused of being in league with the devil. Q- How does Jesus respond? (9:17) 

Jesus was accused of not washing his hands. Q- How did Jesus respond? (9:39)
Jesus teaches us to fear ONE thing. Q- What is it? (12:4-5) Q- In verse 5 Jesus says “fear Him” & then in verse 7 Jesus says “do not be afraid.” Can you interpret what Jesus is trying to tell us?
Jesus tells us not to fear those that can kill the body and then do no more. This includes mainly people & also spiritual enemies. Then, Jesus says “fear him who, after your body has been killed, has authority to throw you into hell.” God is the ONLY one with authority over the soul. So, Jesus is saying to only fear God… but then he pivots his message to God’s care for sparrows. Not a single sparrow is forgotten by God. No sparrow is living in fear of God. Then Jesus says you are worth much more than sparrows, so you should NOT be afraid.

Jesus teaches & models this lesson of not fearing anyone but God. If Jesus’ greatest struggle was people, then it follows, fearing no one but God set him free from the struggle of people. Q- Do you struggle with people? How can this teaching of Jesus help you? Q- How can we “fear God” yet not be afraid of him like Jesus taught? (relationship)    
During these chapters Jesus struggles with arguments & accusations. He struggles with pharisees & even his own followers. People are difficult, even for Jesus.  Yet, let us remember how these chapters begin & end. In the beginning Jesus teaches us TO pray. If you are having a tough time with people, you need to pray. Q- How can prayer help you with people? Do you have any person experience? Q- How can prayer help you with your relationship with God?
Our reading begins with prayer and ends with a stark truth – Following Jesus will cost you. Jesus did not live an easy life, and neither will we. Even if we live exactly like Jesus, we (like Him) will struggle with people. Q- Talk about the warning of Jesus in Luke 14:26-27. Let us work to understand what Jesus is saying about “hating father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters.”
A life in Christ is not easy. He tells to be willing to lose everything if we want to follow him. This is tough. Q- As a follower of Jesus, what would you tell someone who is counting the cost and making the decision to follow Jesus?

We believe following Jesus is not easy, but that He is well worth following. We also believe that being a follower of Christ is more than just calling yourself a Christian. Followers of Christ FEAR GOD, yet are not afraid of Him because we have a continual relationship of prayer.

Do you have any questions about chapters 11-14 of Luke? Is there anything you would like to share from your study?
Internal Question- Do you pray? How will you improve this area of your faith? Are you struggling with people? Are you afraid of people? Will you repent of that today? Will you walk in relationship with God? Will you count the cost of following Jesus? Is there something you are not willing to give up in following Christ? Do you believe He is truly worth following?  {PRAY}
Vision – This is Jesus according to Luke. Who is Jesus according to you? Read Luke chapters 15-17.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Luke 11:9-10(NIV) 9 “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.  13… how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
Luke 11:17(NIV) “Any kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and a house divided against itself will fall.
Luke 11:39(NIV) “Now then, you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness.”
Luke 12:4-7(NIV) 4 “I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that can do no more. 5 But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after your body has been killed, has authority to throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him. 6 Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten by God. 7 Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.
Luke 14:26-27, 33(NIV) 26 “If anyone comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even their own life—such a person cannot be my disciple. 27 And whoever does not carry their cross and follow me cannot be my disciple… 33 In the same way, those of you who do not give up everything you have cannot be my disciples. 
Vision – This is Jesus according to Luke. Who is Jesus according to you? Read Luke chapters 15-17.

