Love Looks 7 – Miscommunication
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about a time you misunderstood…
AGREEMENT PRAYER   & SCRIPTURE READ 
 
Welcome back to our Love Looks series! Week 1 we said love looks like an invitation. Week 2 love looks like affirmation and revelation. Week 3 love looks like confrontation and correction. Week 4 love looks like attention. Week 5 Love looks like a question that causes you to look deep inside for an answer. Week 6 love looks unconditional even in betrayal. The love of Jesus has many looks. 
Q- What is going on in the scripture story? What is the context?
This story is after Peter denying Jesus 3 times in a night. Jesus had already been crucified, buried, and resurrected. This story takes place in Galilee and is the 3rd time Jesus had appeared to them. In this story Jesus has surprised the 11 disciples with breakfast, and then Jesus has an awkward conversation with Peter.

Q- What is awkward about the conversation between Jesus and Peter?  Q- Why would Jesus do this?
This story is great example of the difficulty of translation between Greek and English. In English we see the word LOVE being used by Jesus and Peter, but in the Greek they are using two different words. Jesus used the word agapaō which means unconditional love, and Peter used the word phileō which means the love of a friend. ON THE BACK OF THE SCRIPTURE PAGE we have rewritten the scripture with the different word meanings used. READ VERSES 15 & 16. Q- Now, with this context, what do you think is going on in this story? 
Jesus does love Peter, and Peter does love Jesus, but there seems to be a misunderstanding. Sometimes LOVE LOOKS like a misunderstanding. Sometimes we are using different words and coming from different points of view. Q- What do you think was the misunderstanding between Peter and Jesus in this conversation?
Jesus asked Peter if he had unconditional love, and Peter said “yes, you know I love you like a brother.” It is like Peter didn’t understand the difference. Perhaps Peter didn’t know there was a difference. Maybe Peter was reluctant or uncomfortable to confess a love that was unconditional, but yet Jesus asked 2 times for an unconditional love. 
Q- Without naming names, tell us what it feels like to confess a love that is not returned?
Q- Now reverse it, what might it feel like to be asked to confess a level of love you can’t attain? 

Peter was not able to confess an unconditional love for Jesus at this moment, but that did not stop Jesus. 
Q- What does Jesus ask Peter to do at the end of verses 15, 16, and 17? And what does that mean?
This is the Peter who had betrayed Jesus 3 times, and now 3 times Jesus is asking Peter to do ministry, and take care of people. Peter betrayed Jesus, but Jesus still loved him unconditionally. Peter was not able to yet confess an unconditional love, yet Jesus was still calling Peter. Q- What can you say that would encourage someone who feels unworthy of doing ministry with Jesus?
Jesus does something surprising in verse 17. Did you catch it? Jesus the 3rd time does not ask if Peter loves unconditionally, and instead asks “Can you love me as a brother.” We aren’t even sure Peter notices the difference, but here we see a Jesus who pushes past the misunderstanding and invites Peter to love at the level He is capable. Q- What are your thoughts about this? Q- How can we love past misunderstandings?
Internal Q– Jesus has a love we cannot match, yet he still lovingly calls us to Himself. Jesus shows us how to love past misunderstanding. Who are you having a misunderstanding with, and how will you love them like Christ has loved you? {pray}

Vision- Love looks like a misunderstanding. Love someone past their misunderstanding.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

John 21:14-17 (NIV) 14 This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead.

15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”
16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.”
17 The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.”
Vision- Love looks like a misunderstanding. Love someone past their misunderstanding.

John 21:14-17 (NIV) 14 This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead.

15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you UNCONDITIONALLY LOVE [agapaō] me more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I LOVE YOU LIKE A FRIEND [phileō] you.” Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”

16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you UNCONDITIONALLY LOVE [agapaō] me?” He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I LOVE YOU LIKE A FRIEND [phileō].” Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.”

17 The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you LOVE ME LIKE A FRIEND [phileō]?” Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you LOVE ME LIKE A FRIEND [phileō]?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I LOVE YOU LIKE A FRIEND [phileō].” Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.”

