5 Marks of a Disciple – Bear Much Fruit
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Name your favorite fruit
AGREEMENT PRAYER
PAISE
SCRIPTURE READ
Jesus has called us to be his Disciples. Q- Does anyone remember what the word Disciple means? 

Disciple means learner. A disciple is one who learns at the feet of Jesus. We have been studying together the identifying marks of Jesus’ disciples. Q- What identifier of a disciple do we find in John 15?
There are several obvious takeaways from these verses, but in this lesson, we want to focus on the phrase, “You will bear much fruit”. It is found in verse 5. Q- What do you think Jesus means by bearing fruit?

From the beginning of our Bible, God has been interested in fruitfulness. He told Adam & Eve to “be fruitful and multiply.” Millenia ago, God was speaking of populating the earth; in the gospel of John, Jesus is speaking of populating His Kingdom, by multiplying those who are BORN AGAIN.  
Our scriptures lead us to ask ourselves, “Do I bear fruit?”  Does the fruit I bear proceed from the Good Vine, Jesus Christ? We should all inspect the fruit we are producing in our lives.  Do I produce some fruit that is less than palatable?  All of us need to ask God to forgive us frequently for omissions, thoughtlessness, and transgressions. The closer we can get to the vine dresser, the better and more plentiful our fruit will be.
Jesus offers a parable in Matthew 13:23. Q- What is the meaning of this parable of the Sower? The seed, the Word of God, is always fruitful, but is the soil good? The Sower is scattering the seed on good soil that, in due season, will bring forth much fruit. Q- Tell us a time you were fruitful for God? What was that like?

Q- Let’s play farmer. How do you make a plant fruitful? (plant, water, sun, prune, tend the plant)  

Do we desire to bear much fruit? We might need a gardener. Q- Who is our gardener according to our scripture? 

God, our Father, tends the vine to bring forth more fruit. Sometimes He waters and other times He prunes. This is all to bring out the best in us. God wants to see us produce!

Q- How much does God want to see us produce? Put a number on it. Check Matt 13 for the answer? 
Q- What do you think 100 fold, 60 fold, and 30 fold crops look like in the Christian life? 

100, 60, 30 times what was sown. Do we realize all God the gardener as sown into us? He expects us to do more than break even. He expects us to bear much fruit. Every one of us can bear fruit if we have the seed of the Word of God in us, if we are connected to the vine of Jesus, and are under the care of God the gardener.

An identifying mark of a disciple is to bear much fruit. Would producing 100-fold require more pruning than 30-fold?  How would the effort toward 100-fold, or 30-fold compare to no effort, at all? No excuses! Everyone can bear fruit! Even those who are frail or bedfast can pray the prayer of faith to save the lost – bearing much fruit.  

Finally, re-read Galatians 5:22-23.  This verse describes the fruit of a disciple. This is what God wants produced in us.  We SHOULD study the Word, gather together in church and in small groups, join in corporate worship, serve and pray together, give of ourselves, all in an effort to stay connected to the vine and tended by the Gardener. Q- Describe the fruit of the 1st disciples? (Bold, preached Jesus, miracles, salvations, growing Church…)

Disciples, we need to bear more fruit. Churches are on ever street corner, but fruitful disciples seem rare. As Jesus said, “If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit.” Let’s do that right now.

Internal Question- Are you a disciple of Jesus? Are you bearing fruit? Do you want to do more for God? Does the fruit of the Spirit show in your life? What is keeping you from bearing more fruit? What will you do to change?  {PRAY}

Vision – It is all about the Fruit! Be Fruitful! Believe that God is going to produce in you. 
Be bold enough to invite someone to Church this week.  EASTER IS COMING! INVITE!
Goals and Guidelines
1. Grow in relationship with each other
2. Grow in relationship with God
3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.
· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.
· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.
· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.
· What is said in here, stays in here! No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
John 15:1 (NIV) “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.
John 15:5-8 (NIV) 5“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.
Matthew 13:8&23 (NIV) 8 “Listen then to what the parable of the Sower means: 23 But the seed falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the word and understands it. This is the one who produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.”
Galatians 5:22-23 (NIV) 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 
Vision – It is all about the Fruit! Be Fruitful! Believe that God is going to produce in you. 
Be bold enough to invite someone to Church this week.  EASTER IS COMING! INVITE!
