Jesus according to Luke 4 – Rejecting No Good Religion (Chapters 6-7)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  What is something that is just NO GOOD…
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
Welcome back to the 4th week of “Jesus according to Luke.” We hope you are enjoying the Gospel account of Luke.

Luke 6-7 is full of action & teachings of Jesus. Q- What is something Jesus taught you in these chapters? Q- Name a miracle Jesus does that impacted you. Q- What controversy happens at the beginning of Chapter 6 with the pharisees?

The pharisees, religious teachers, wanted to accuse Jesus and His followers of breaking the law of the Sabbath. The Sabbath is a day of rest and many times in the gospels we see them wagging their finger at Jesus for doing something on the sabbath. In this chapter Jesus’ disciples pick a few kernels of grain and eat them on a sabbath then afterward, Jesus heals a man with a withered hand. The pharisees used this occasion of the picking of a single grain of wheat and the healing of a man to accuse Jesus of being unlawful to Sabbath law. Q- How does Jesus respond to these charges?
The charge of Jesus being unlawful is important because Jesus is to be the PERFECT & SINNLESS lamb of God. If Jesus is actually breaking the commandments of God, then He would be a sinner and not able to die for our sin. Jesus Christ did keep the commandments perfectly. Jesus did not break Sabbath and the Pharisee’s accusations are baseless attacks on Jesus.  

Instead of spending a lot of time arguing about the Sabbath Command, Jesus cuts right to the heart of the issue with this question. “Which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil?” Did God give us the Sabbath to do good or evil? The answer is obvious that God gave us the Sabbath, as well as all the commands, to do good for mankind. Although it is the obvious answer, the pharisees remained silent. The pharisees had a “no good” religion. Although they tried to keep all these rules, they were committing one of the greatest evils… they were INACTIVE. Q- How can inactivity, “doing nothing,” be a sin? 

The pharisee’s argued that Jesus should withhold doing good because it was the Sabbath. Jesus teaches that we should never withhold goodness. We should always do good. We should avoid the ‘no good’ religion of inactivity. Q- Does the word “good” keep showing up in Chapter 6? If so, tell us where it shows up.
The people of God should be easily recognized by the good they do. Jesus teaches us about being a good tree that bears good fruit. He tells us to be good people, who bring out good things from the good stored up in our hearts. He commands us to love our enemies and to do good to those who hate us. It sounds like Jesus wants us to do good!
Q- Why do you think the religious pharisees struggled with the message that they were to do good to everyone?
Q- Why do you think we struggle with the same message that we are to do good to everyone?
Chapter 6 is filled with great teaching from Jesus. You can even find an excerpt of the sermon on the mount in Chapter 6. The chapter ends with the example of wise and foolish builders. Q- Explain what Jesus is teaching with the wise & foolish builders. 

The difference in a “good” house and a “bad” house is the foundation. Jesus tells us that HEARING & DOING His Word is the foundation for a good House.

If the key word of chapter 6 is good, the key word to chapter 7 is “deserve.” A Roman soldier asks Jesus to heal his servant. People tell Jesus to heal the man because He DESERVES it. Then the Centurion tells Jesus not to come to His house because he knows He is UNDESERVING. Q- What Happens next? (Jesus commends FAITH & HEALS)
Jesus is not moved by the concept of deserving. Jesus is moved by faith and Jesus is never inactive in doing good! We should have faith and ask Him for His goodness. We should have faith and bear good fruit. 
Do you have any questions about chapters 6-7 of Luke? Is there anything you would like to share from your study?
Internal Question- Jesus is good. He is never inactive in doing good. Are we doing good? Is our religion ‘no good?’ Do you have faith in Jesus? Ask Him to do good in your life. Ask for His help in doing good to others.  {PRAY}
Vision – This is Jesus according to Luke. Who is Jesus according to you? Read Luke chapters 8-10.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Luke 6:1-2,9(NIV) One Sabbath Jesus was going through the grainfields, and his disciples began to pick some heads of grain, rub them in their hands and eat the kernels. 2 Some of the Pharisees asked, “Why are you doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath?”9 Then Jesus said to them, “I ask you, which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or to destroy it?”

Luke 6:43,45(NIV) 43 “No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. 45 A good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and an evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For the mouth speaks what the heart is full of.
Luke 6:27-31(NIV) Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 29 If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to them the other also. If someone takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt from them. 30 Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. 31 Do to others as you would have them do to you.
Luke 6:49(NIV) 49 But the one who hears my words and does not put them into practice is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation…
Luke 7:3-4,6,9 (NIV) 3 The centurion heard of Jesus and sent some elders of the Jews to him, asking him to come and heal his servant. 4 When they came to Jesus, they pleaded earnestly with him, “This man deserves to have you do this… 6 the centurion sent friends to say to him: “Lord, don’t trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. 9 When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd following him, he said, “I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel.”
Vision – This is Jesus according to Luke. Who is Jesus according to you? Read Luke chapters 8-10.

