Jesus according to Luke 2 – Two Babies of Promise (Chapters 1 & 2)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  How does it make you feel when other people don’t understand you?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
Welcome back to the 2nd week of “Luke according to Jesus.” We are studying the Gospel account of Luke.

We are going to list some characters from the 1st & 2nd chapters of Luke. Tell us about these characters and how they relate to Jesus. Q- Elizabeth, Zechariah, Mary, Gabriel, John, Simeon, Anna.

The beginning of this Gospel and other Gospels start with a focus on John the Baptist. Q- Why would a book about Jesus start with a baby named John being born? What is so special about John? Q- Tell us about Zechariah’s encounter with an angel named Gabriel. Q- What does Gabriel say about the son to be born? (1:17) Q- What unexpected thing happens to Zechariah when he asks “How can I be sure?” (1:18)[Loses his voice] What do you think He may have learned from this? 
When we receive a Word from God it is in our best interest to immediately believe & obey it. When you ask God “how can I be sure,” you might not like the answer to that question. This is a good reminder.  Q- What happens when Zechariah speaks again? (1:62-64) Q- Zechariah prophecies that John would do what for Jesus? (1:76)
As you read these 2 chapters did you notice how active God’s Spirit, the Holy Spirit was? 1:15 John would be full of the Spirit, 1:35 Mary would be overshadowed by the Spirit, 1:41 Elizabeth was filled with the Spirit, 1:67 Zechariah was filled, 2:25 Simeon experiences the Spirit. Q- Why do you think Luke focuses on the Spirit?

The Spirit moved in the lives of these people to declare that Jesus was going to be special. Luke was familiar with the working of the Holy Spirit, having come to Christ during the Spirit filled Church in the book of Acts. No doubt the working of the Spirit was in Luke’s life and he wanted the readers to know that God’s Spirit was active in the story of Jesus from the beginning. God’s Spirit should be active in our life as well!
In Luke 2 Jesus is born. Everyone in the birth story of Jesus declares him to be a human savior. The shepherds are told “a savior is born.” (2:11) Simeon, with the baby in his hands declares “I have seen God’s salvation.” (2:30) Anna declared Jesus to be the redeemer. (2:38) Luke is making the case that this human baby would be a savior. Jesus was not just revealed to be a human savior on the Cross, not the Spirit was revealing this even as the child is born.

Then Luke pivots the story from a baby Jesus to a 12 year old Jesus in the temple. Q- Tell us the story.

Luke is the only Gospel that includes this story. Q- Why do you think Luke shares this story? What does this story show us about Jesus? Q- How did Mary & Joseph respond to Jesus?  
Mary & Joseph were close to Jesus, yet they did not understand what He was saying. Jesus deals with this often in the Gospels. Jesus is often misunderstood, and yet responds in love & care. Q- Do we understand what Jesus meant when He claimed to be about His Father’s business in His Father’s house? Talk about it.
Even at the age of 12, Jesus was about a higher purpose. He is that perfect Human Savior. 

Do you have any questions about chapters 1 & 2 of Luke? Is there anything you would like to share from your study?
Internal Question- Luke says he “carefully investigated everything from the beginning.” Are you doing this? Are you carefully looking into the message of Jesus Christ? Can you be a historian like Luke? Can you have an orderly account of who Jesus is & and all He has done in your life?  {PRAY}

Vision – This is Jesus according to Luke. Who is Jesus according to you? Read Luke chapters 3, 4, & 5.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Luke 1:13-20(NIV) 13 But the angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to call him John. 14 He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his birth, 15 for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even before he is born. 16 He will bring back many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the parents to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”

18 Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is well along in years.” 19 The angel said to him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to tell you this good news. 20 And now you will be silent and not able to speak until the day this happens, because you did not believe my words, which will come true at their appointed time.”
Luke 1:62-64 & 76(NIV)62 Then they made signs to his father, to find out what he would like to name the child. 63 He asked for a writing tablet, and to everyone’s astonishment he wrote, “His name is John.” 64 Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue set free, and he began to speak, praising God.  …67 His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied: …76 And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him,
Luke 2:49-50(NIV)49 “Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?” 50 But they did not understand what he was saying to them.
Vision – This is Jesus according to Luke. Who is Jesus according to you? Read Luke chapters 3, 4, & 5.

