Jesus according to Luke 12 – Jesus Defeated Death (Chapter 24)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  How do you usually celebrate “a win”?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
Welcome back to the 12th & final week of “Jesus according to Luke.” We are excited that you have read through the entire gospel of Luke. Learning about Jesus will change our life. It has been our hope that your life has changed as we read the account of Luke.
Q- How does the final chapter of Luke begin? It focuses on what group of people? What are they doing?

A group of women had come to properly embalm the body of Jesus, since his burial had been rushed after his death. Q- Why is it interesting that the resurrection account begins with women?
The ancient world often mitigated women to the background. Throughout much of history the testimony of a woman did not carry the same power as the testimony of the man. Yet here, in what would be the most important testimony of all, (Jesus has risen) your Bible honors the testimony of women. 
The resurrection account is authentic and not fabricated. Had it been fabricated by power hungry disciples, surely they would have written themselves more favorably into this resurrection. Instead, the 11 disciples are all hiding and the women are at the tomb. Q- What happens when the women tell the 11 disciples? How is that news received. (24:11)

If power hungry disciples had fabricated this story, they surely would not have written themselves as unbelievers. This story is very human & authentic. None of the disciples believed… Peter ran to the tomb and wondered what happened.  And then the story shifts to a country road out of town… Q- Tell the story of the Emmaus Road.
The 2 people on the road run back to the 11 disciples and while they are telling them… Q- Tell this story.

Jesus supernaturally appears in the room. Literally alive. Flesh & blood. They see Jesus. They see his hands and feet that have been pierced on the cross. He invites them to touch his body and see that He is real. AND YET verse 41 says they still struggled to really believe what was happening was real. So, Jesus grabs some fish and eats it.
How patient is Jesus with us as we struggle to grasp His Truth? The travelers on the road to Emmaus & the disciples had a front road seat to a resurrected Jesus and struggled to apprehend the truth. Q- What does Jesus do in verse 31 & 45 to help them see? What do you think was happening here?
Jesus opened the eyes of the 2 travelers in verse 31. Jesus opened their minds to understand the scripture in verse 45. Jesus can supernaturally open your eyes & mind. Q- Has anyone ever experienced Jesus opening your eyes & mind?

You can stand right in front of a resurrected Jesus and be closed off in your eyes, mind, heart, or soul. Yet Jesus can open anything that is closed.  It is good to pray for Jesus to open your eyes & understanding. If you are struggling with unbelief, you can still approach Jesus and He will bring you the revelation you need.

Q- What is verse 47-49 called?  (The great commission)

Jesus gives His disciples a great commission in verse 47. Still today His followers are to obey his command and preach repentance & forgiveness of sins in His name!

In chapters 22 & 23, Jesus appeared defeated. In chapter 24 His Truth is revealed – Jesus defeated death. Jesus is resurrected back to life, and we too can be resurrected to a new life and be born again. This book finishes with Jesus lifting his hands and blessing his disciples. Even while He is taken into Heaven, He continues to bless His followers. A resurrected triumphant Jesus blesses us still today. One day this same Jesus will return.  
Do you have any questions about chapter 24 of Luke? Is there anything you would like to share from your study?
Internal Question- Jesus wins. His resurrection story is authentic and true. Do you believe? Even when you struggle to believe, Jesus is still able to enable our eyes, minds, hearts, and souls to receive revelation. Are you thankful for a resurrected Jesus? Let us thank Him and invite Him to open our understanding. {PRAY}
Vision – This is Jesus according to Luke. Who is Jesus according to you? Know Jesus! Share Jesus!
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Luke 24:1-5 & 9-12(NIV) On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. 5 In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? 6 He is not here; he has risen!
9 When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the others. 10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them who told this to the apostles. 11 But they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense. 12 Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying by themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had happened.
Luke 24:13-16 & 30-34(NIV) Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. 15 As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; 16 but they were kept from recognizing him.
30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. 32 They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” 33 They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, assembled together 34 and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen…
Luke 24:36-41(NIV) 36 While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 37 They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38 He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 39 Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.” 40 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41 And while they still did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?”
Luke 24:45-49(NIV) 45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”
Luke 24:50-53(NIV)50 When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. 51 While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 52 Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53 And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God.
Vision – This is Jesus according to Luke. Who is Jesus according to you? Know Jesus. Share Jesus.
