Jesus according to Luke 11 – Jesus Defeated part 2 (Chapter 23)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  What was the last funeral you attended?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
Welcome back to the 11th week of “Jesus according to Luke.” In this lesson we are looking at chapter 23 of Luke. In Luke 22 & 23 it looks like Jesus is defeated.  We know about the resurrection and look forward to studying it in chapter 24, but for chapters 22 & 23 let us feel the heaviness of the defeat of our hero, Jesus.

Q- Who is Pilate? (A governor set up by the Roman Government to keep control of Israel)

Jesus is brought before Pilate and accused. Q-What is Jesus accused of in Luke 23:2? (Opposing paying taxes to Rome)

Q- Did Jesus actually oppose paying taxes? Can we recall any scripture for our answer? (Luke 20:25)

Q- Jesus is quickly sent from Pilate to who?  And why?
Q- Who is Herod? (A figurehead king stationed by Rome to oversee the area of Galilee)
Q- From scripture, describe Herod and his interaction with Jesus.
The chief priests let it slip that Jesus was from Galilee, and Pilate, not seeing any fault in Jesus & wanting to avoid the situation, took this as an opportunity to send the problem to Herod.  Neither Pilate nor Herod find any fault in Jesus, so Herod send Jesus back to Pilate.  Pilate attempts to release Jesus by a custom of the Passover celebration, where they would release one prisoner. Q- Who is Barabbas? What happens to Barabbas?
The rebel & murderer Barabbas was released. 3 times Pilate asked them to choose Jesus for release, but the crowd yelled louder each time for Jesus to be crucified. Q- What is a crucifixion? Describe it.
Q- Who is Simon from Cyrene? (Luke 23:26) Q- Describe the 2 thieves. Q- Describe the crowd & soldiers.
Q- Describe Jesus during the crucifixion.
Let’s read Luke 23:44-49 again. Let’s try to imagine this moment. {Read}

Q- How does this story make you feel?
Here is an important question. We all need to have an answer to this one… Q- Why did this happen?

Everyone present must have thought that Jesus had been defeated. He had been treated unfairly. He had been mocked and ridiculed. He was tortured. He was hung on the cross.  He was numbered among thieves. He breathed his last… and He died.  A man named Joseph who was a religious teacher, was moved by the life and now death of Jesus.  Joseph got permission to bury the body of Jesus in a tomb.  This ends chapter 23.

Q- Think a moment about what Jesus deserves and compare it to what Jesus received in chapter 22 & 23. 
The prophet Isaiah told us (Isaiah 53) that everything Jesus did on the cross was for us.  You are the reason WHY Jesus went through this terrible defeat. Isaiah 53 says Jesus took your pain & suffering. You don’t have to hold on to that pain or suffering anymore. Isaiah says Jesus was pierced for your sins; you don’t have to bear those sins anymore. Isaiah continues that Jesus was punished so you could have peace and with the injuries Jesus suffered, we are brought healing. This is why Jesus suffered defeat. You are why!
Jesus loves you. He did all of this for you. Let’s take a moment of silence and consider WHAT we should do with this gift of Jesus? 

Do you have any questions about chapter 23 of Luke? Is there anything you would like to share from your study?
Internal Question- You are why Jesus did all that He did. All He did on the cross was for you. Do you believe this story? Have you ever confessed openly that you believe that Jesus died for you? You could do that tonight. Are you receiving all He did for you? Are you holding on to things that Jesus set you free from? Will you repent of that today? Will you thank Him for the cross? {PRAY}
Vision – This is Jesus according to Luke. Who is Jesus according to you? Read Luke chapter 24.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Luke 23:1-3(NIV) Then the whole assembly rose and led him off to Pilate. 2 And they began to accuse him, saying, “We have found this man subverting our nation. He opposes payment of taxes to Caesar and claims to be Messiah, a king.” 3 So Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the king of the Jews?” “You have said so,” Jesus replied.
Luke 20:22-26(NIV) 22 Is it right for us to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” 23 He saw through their duplicity and said to them, 24 “Show me a denarius. Whose image and inscription are on it?” 
“Caesar’s,” they replied. 25 He said to them, “Then give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.” 26 They were unable to trap him in what he had said there in public. And astonished by his answer, they became silent.
Luke 23:8-11(NIV) 8 When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for a long time he had been wanting to see him. From what he had heard about him, he hoped to see him perform a sign of some sort. 9 He plied him with many questions, but Jesus gave him no answer. 10 The chief priests and the teachers of the law were standing there, vehemently accusing him. 11 Then Herod and his soldiers ridiculed and mocked him. Dressing him in an elegant robe, they sent him back to Pilate.
Luke 23:18-23(NIV) 18 But the whole crowd shouted, “Away with this man! Release Barabbas to us!” 19 (Barabbas had been thrown into prison for an insurrection in the city, and for murder.) 20 Wanting to release Jesus, Pilate appealed to them again. 21 But they kept shouting, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” 22 For the third time he spoke to them: “Why? What crime has this man committed? I have found in him no grounds for the death penalty. Therefore I will have him punished and then release him.” 23 But with loud shouts they insistently demanded that he be crucified, and their shouts prevailed. 

Luke 23:44-49(NIV)44 It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon, 45 for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46 Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.”[e] When he had said this, he breathed his last. 47 The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and said, “Surely this was a righteous man.” 48 When all the people who had gathered to witness this sight saw what took place, they beat their breasts and went away. 49 But all those who knew him, including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things.
Vision – This is Jesus according to Luke. Who is Jesus according to you? Read Luke chapters 24.
