Jesus according to Luke 10 – Jesus Defeated (Chapter 22)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Have you ever rooted for someone or a team, only to see them lose?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
Welcome back to the 10th week of “Jesus according to Luke.” In this lesson we are looking at chapter 22 of Luke. In Luke 22 & 23 it looks like Jesus is defeated.  We know about the resurrection and look forward to studying it in chapter 24, but for chapters 22 & 23 let us feel the heaviness of the defeat of our hero, Jesus.

Q- How does chapter 22 start? Give us the who, what, when, & where of Luke 22:1-6.
Follow up Q- Who is Judas? (One of the 12 disciples/followers of Jesus.)
The chapter starts with Judas consenting to Satan and to the religious leaders. Luke declares that Satan himself is at work within these people. What Satan and the religious teachers all want to do is defeat Jesus and see him dead. Judas seeks to betray Jesus for monetary gain. This takes place during an important festival known as Passover. Q- Can someone remind us of the origin & meaning of Passover? (In Egypt/Exodus Passover lambs were slain. The blood of the Passover lamb would save believers from the death angel.)
This meeting to plan the defeat of Jesus takes place at the Temple in the capital of Israel, Jerusalem. Imagine this evil act - They are at God’s temple as they plan to kill God’s son.
The chapter shifts to Jesus & His disciples preparing for the Passover meal. We often refer to this meal as the last supper. It is here that Jesus offers the bread & wine of communion. Q-Why did Jesus eagerly desire this meal? 15-16  
Q- Who is present at this meal? (All 12 disciples INCLUDING THE BETRAYER JUDAS)
Judas who was planning on betraying Jesus was included in the offering of body & blood. The other disciples would also fail the Lord this night. Some like Peter would deny Jesus 3 times, and yet Peter and the others are welcomed to Jesus’ side. We, you and I, are invited to His side because of His love, and not because of our perfection.
After the meal Jesus goes to a usual & isolated spot, the mount of Olives. He is with his 11 disciples. Q- What takes place here? (Jesus prays so hard that he sweats blood. Judas shows up with soldiers to arrest Jesus.) Q- As Jesus is being arrested what miracle happens? (A disciple (Peter) cuts off a soldier’s ear and Jesus heals the ear. Even in this darkest hour the Light of Jesus shined)
Jesus is arrested in the darkness of night, just like how it was planned in the opening verses of this chapter. It looks like Jesus is defeated. There are no angels coming to His rescue.  There is no uprising of people shouting the truth to defend & rescue Jesus. Jesus is in chains. His disciples have all scattered. This is one of the darkest moments in scripture.
There are times where we must stand in darkness before the dawn of a resurrection. There are times where we may be betrayed and abandoned. There are night seasons where life looks bleak and hopeless. There are times where we are ridiculed & mocked. It may be that one day you could be arrested for your belief in Jesus Christ. 

One moment you could be experiencing communion with Christ and then something happens that makes you wonder if Jesus is defeated. This is Luke chapter 22, and these dark moments happen in our lives also. In moments like these we need to remember the suffering & death of Jesus. Philippians 3:10 teaches us that knowing Christ includes the power of his resurrection, participation in his suffering, and becoming like Him in His death. 
No one suffered like Jesus. Are you willing to follow Him into suffering? No one died like Jesus did. Are you willing to conform to his likeness, his humility, and surrender?

Do you have any questions about chapter 22 of Luke? Is there anything you would like to share from your study?
Internal Question- Sometimes it looks like the plans of the enemy worked. Yet even in defeat Jesus is our perfect example. We need to be like him even in our suffering and death. We need to have that same love that invited the unworthy to his last supper. Are you willing to be like Jesus, even when it looks like defeat?  Can we pray that prayer He prayed “yet not my will, but yours be done.”{PRAY}
Vision – This is Jesus according to Luke. Who is Jesus according to you? Read Luke chapter 22.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Luke 22:1-6(NIV) Now the Festival of Unleavened Bread, called the Passover, was approaching, 2 and the chief priests and the teachers of the law were looking for some way to get rid of Jesus, for they were afraid of the people. 3 Then Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, one of the Twelve. 4 And Judas went to the chief priests and the officers of the temple guard and discussed with them how he might betray Jesus. 5 They were delighted and agreed to give him money. 6 He consented and watched for an opportunity to hand Jesus over to them when no crowd was present.
Luke 20:21-26(NIV) 14 When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. 15 And he said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 16 For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.” 17 After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it among you. 18 For I tell you I will not drink again from the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.”
19 And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 20 In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.
Luke 22:39 &42-43 (NIV) 39 Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples followed him.... 42 “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” 43 An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. 44 And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground. 

Philippians 3:10 (NIV) I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death,
Vision – This is Jesus according to Luke. Who is Jesus according to you? Read Luke chapters 23.
