Jesus according to Luke 1 – An Orderly Account
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Besides Jesus, name a historical figure that interests you…
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
 Q- Who wrote the book of Luke? What do we know about the author and his book?

The book of Luke is the longest Gospel. You might be surprised at this because the book of Matthew has 28 chapters & Luke only has 24 chapters. Yet if you count the number of words, Luke holds 19,482 words, 1,100 more words than Matthew. In fact, even though Paul wrote 13 books, Luke with his gospel & the book of Acts is the most prolific writer in the New Testament. While Luke only wrote 2 books, they are both very detailed and full of information about Jesus. 
Luke was detailed perhaps because of his background. Luke was a medical doctor and instead of generally saying people were sick, in his writing he actually uses correct Greek medical terminology. His writings would have made Hippocrates proud. Luke with his attention to detail comes across like an historian or an investigative journalist, trying to answer the who, what, when, where, & why.

Luke is an unlikely writer. Luke was NOT one of the original 12 disciples and was a gentile rather than Jewish. It is not likely that Luke ever saw Jesus during his earthly ministry. We know the first Gentiles saved are recorded in Acts 8, which is about 10 years AFTER the crucifixion.  Q- Why do you think Luke decided to write this book? Q- Reading the first 4 verses of Luke, do you think he may have struggled with self-doubt about writing a gospel?
Luke admits many had undertaken to draw up an account of the Gospel. It would have been very easy to have thought “who am I to write this book? I was not an eye witness. I am not even Jewish. Someone else should write instead.” Thank God Luke didn’t listen to self-doubt, and instead offered us his study of Jesus. 

Q- Is Luke a reliable Gospel? What do you think? Q- How did He write this book? (Luke 1:3-4)
Luke makes his purpose clear. To write a carefully investigated, orderly account so that we can be certain about all we have been taught about Jesus. If you have ever struggled with certainty, the book of Luke is literally written for you. As we read Luke’s writing we will see a focus on Jesus as human & savior? 

Q- Why is it important for Jesus to be human & savior? Is it hard for you to view him as human & savior?    
Dr. Luke wanted us to know that Jesus was human. As a doctor Luke knew a lot of about humanity, yet his investigation presents Jesus as a perfect human, without sin, & able to do miracles and speak wisdom. Dr. Luke had no doubt tried to save many patients medically. His Gospel shows us a Jesus who saves no matter the ailment. He saves the sick, the demon possessed, the sinner, even those in the grave.   
Q- Who was the book written for? (Luke 1:3)
In the preamble of his books Luke & Acts, Luke mentions the name Theophilus. It could be that these books are actual letters written to a literal person named Theophilus. The High Priest Caiaphas happened to have a brother named Theophilus.  How amazing it would be if Luke was writing to him!? Theo means God & ‘philus’ means lover. Theophilus literally means lover of God.  Are you a lover of God? Luke’s account of Jesus was written for you?

This is some background on the Book of Luke. We want to encourage you to read this book and grab ahold of the human savior Jesus Christ. Come next week having read chapters 1 & 2. Study & bring your questions. 
Internal Question- Luke says he “carefully investigated everything from the beginning.” Are you doing this? Are you carefully looking into the message of Jesus Christ? Can you be a historian like Luke? Can you have an orderly account of who Jesus is & and all He has done in your life?  {PRAY}
Vision – This is Jesus according to Luke. Who is Jesus according to you? Read Luke chapters 1 & 2.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Luke 1:1-4(NIV) Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among us, 2 just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word. 3 With this in mind, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, I too decided to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4 so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught.
Vision – This is Jesus according to Luke. Who is Jesus according to you? Read Luke chapters 1 & 2.

