Love Looks 8 – Trust
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  What is easy about love or what is difficult about love?
AGREEMENT PRAYER & SCRIPTURE READ 

We have been talking about the different love looks in the relationship between Peter & Jesus. Quick review: Week 1 we said love looks like an invitation. Week 2 love looks like affirmation and revelation. Week 3 love looks like confrontation and correction. Week 4 love looks like attention. Week 5 Love looks like a question that causes you to look deep inside for an answer. Week 6 love looks unconditional even in betrayal.  Week 7 love looks like miscommunication. The love of Jesus has many looks.
Q- What is going on in our scripture reading? What is the context?
Peter had just declared Jesus as the Messiah, the son of the living God. And Jesus had just given a name change from Simon to Peter. This verse is tied to #1 Having the revelation of who Jesus is and #2 receiving the revelation of who we can become in Jesus. 

Q- What is Jesus doing here? What is this key? What does this mean?

Keys can lock and open doors. The keys here are used as an authority. In Revelation 1:18 Jesus says that He has THE KEYS of hell and death, declaring that he has the authority of hell and death.  Jesus says in Matthew 16 that He will give Peter these keys of authority. 

It is a big deal for someone to give you keys to their house, car, or safety deposit box.  Imagine being handed the keys to the Kingdom of Heaven. You certainly would be careful about who you give your keys to.

But we could make the case here that Peter was not the person who should be handed the keys. Q- Name some of Peter’s mistakes.

Peter argues with Jesus more than any disciple. He refuses for Jesus to wash his feet at first. He refuses to believe Jesus will die. Peter sinks into the sea. He denies Christ 1, 2, 3 times in a single night. He even swears and says, “I don’t even know this man.”  Peter is completely absent from the scene at calvary. Peter sees the empty tomb, but scripture says it was the other disciple, John, who believed. Peter made many mistakes, and yet here is Jesus giving Peter His trust.  Sometimes Love Looks like trust.
Q- What does it mean to trust someone?  Q- Does trusting someone mean that they will never fail?

It would be easy to trust someone who never fails. It is love to trust someone who might actually fail. The love chapter of 1 Corinthians 13 defines love with these words – love always trusts. 

Jesus is not surprised by the failings of Peter. Jesus is not surprised at our failings either. Yet Jesus trusts us, calls us, and empowers us.

Q- Do you have trouble trusting? Let’s talk about it. 
Perhaps TRUST is a love look you need to work on. Perhaps we need to realize that Jesus loves us enough to trust us.
Internal Q– Love looks like trust. Do you have trouble trusting? Do you trust Jesus? Do you trust your friends here at connect group? Love always trusts. If we have trust issues, we have love issues. Let’s ask for Jesus to help us in the art of trust. {pray}

Vision- Sometimes love looks like Trust.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Matthew 16:19 (NIV) 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”
Vision- Sometimes love looks like Trust.

