Love Looks 2 – Affirmation and Revelation
GOALS:
ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about a compliment you have received.
AGREEMENT PRAYER   & SCRIPTURE READ 
Welcome back to Connect Group. We are talking about “Love Looks.” Last week we decided that love looks like an invitation. In this session, we have 2 love looks to discover from our reading.

We live in a self-centered society. Many feel entitled to their own personal happiness without any consideration of their neighbors, or family. This attitude leads to apathy, hostility, and the abuse of others; it leads many into behaviors of withdrawal, isolation, deep frustration, and cynicism. Jesus has a better way for us to live. Q-What is going on in our reading? Can anyone explain what is going on in the story? 
Jesus asks his disciples, “who do others say I am?”  The answers were bizarre and varied. And then Jesus asked more directly, “Who do you say I am.” Q- Who answered this question and what did he say?
The disciple, Simon, said, “You are the Messiah, the son of the living God.” And Jesus approved of Simon’s answer and publicly affirmed him. Sometimes love looks like an AFFIRMATION. Affirmation is positively declaring someone else. Q- Tell us how important affirmation is. Have you ever received an affirmation that positively affected you? Q- How do you affirm someone else? Give us some tips. 
Jesus affirmed Simon’s answer. Jesus affirms Simon’s relationship with God. We can affirm people just like this. We can affirm their work, skill, talents, and effort as well. Affirming others is powerful, but affirming others in front of others is even more powerful. Jesus gave an uplifting and validating statement to Simon in the presence of the other disciples. Q- Why do you think it more powerful to affirm in front of others? (Others may realize the value of those around us. It helps create a culture of affirmation)
Q- Is it difficult for you to affirm? Why? Is it easy for you to affirm? Why?
Love looks like affirmation and love also looks like revelation. Q- talk about the revelation Jesus gives Simon in verse 18. 
His name was Simon, but Jesus changes his name to Peter. This was more than a name change it was a revelation. Jesus reveals an identity, calling, and purpose in Simon Peter, and his life was changed forever. Sometimes love looks like REVELATION. In love, Jesus revealed something no one else had ever noticed in Simon. Q- Tell of a time someone encouraged you through affirmation and revelation. How did you feel?
In a self-centered society the love looks of affirmation and revelation are rare. In most of our social environments, positive statements and words of encouragement are resigned to greeting cards, but never to be heard in public. Q- Could it be we need to cultivate an atmosphere where it is common to hear words of affirmation and revelation? Discuss this… How can we do this better?
Imagine: You are at lunch with co-workers and Don says, “I think we should send a card to Nancy in the hospital.” You reply, “What a great idea, you are such a thoughtful person. You often think of others, and I believe God, Himself, loves that about you. I know God is going to use your heart for others.”  

It is not difficult to give affirmation and revelation, we just need to spot the opportunity and act in love. 
Q- Have you ever received Affirmation and Revelation FROM Jesus? Tell us about it.

Internal Q– Is it appropriate for me to feel safe in my salvation and yet, unfeeling, or unprepared to affirm others and to influence them toward Faith and Truth? Have I become isolated from numerous others because of negativity around me? Can I do more to encourage an atmosphere of care and concern for others?  {pray}

Vision- Sometimes love looks likes AFFIRMATION and REVELATION.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
Matthew 16:15-16 (NIV) 15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”
16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”

Matthew 16:17-18 (NIV) “Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.
Vision- Sometimes love looks likes AFFIRMATION and REVELATION.

