Who is this 5 – Rule Breaker
**Bumper Video – 
“You know the name, but do you know the man?

You know his story, but have you really captured his heart…? His purpose?

Is He clearly seen by you?

You know.. but look again… stare for a while and ask… “Who is this?””
Welcome. My name is Chris Fluitt. I’m the Lead Pastor of Redemption Church and I’m excited to preach to you today about Jesus. 
Who is this?
We are in the 5th week of our “Who is this?” series.

Jesus is famously mistaken.  He is often not recognized, he is typically looked past, and when He does show up in our field of vision we are usually surprised and left asking… “Who is this?”

Today I want to ask “Who is this Rule Breaker?”
This is an important question asked by people in Scripture.  Jesus is God come to earth in human form, so if someone could find where He didn’t keep the commands of God… the laws of God… they could discredit that He is in fact God.  Makes since right..?
So the Pharisees labeled Jesus a Rule Breaker…  Jesus you can’t do this because of what our religious adherence says… But then Jesus does it anyway
And sometimes we have opinions and understandings that Jesus breaks… In order for Jesus to work in our life He sometimes have to break unwritten rules..  We have to decide if we want to hold on to our understanding or receive Jesus…

Proverbs 3:5
We are going to look at a “Who is this?” story in which people ask “Who is this rule breaker?”
John 5:2-9
Ok so Jesus broke a rule in this story. Do you see it? Let’s look at it.

John 2:6
What is the correct response to this question?  YES a thousand times yes!  If you have been weak, sick, or injured for 38 years and Jesus walks up to you and says “Do you want to get well?” the answer is YES!  If anyone walked up and asked us that we would say yes… we might be skeptical but we would obviously want to be well.

The mans response.. John 5:7
This invalid man thought the way he was going to be healed was for someone to push him into the water. He was trying to explain the rule to Jesus… “See Jesus… when the angel comes to trouble the water the 1st person in gets healed… so if you want to help me get well you will help me into the water.”
He had been waiting 38 years to make it into that pool… but at this moment he had Jesus Christ standing in front of him and Jesus heals him… 

John 5:8
Jesus breaks the rule that was in this man’s mind. The rule that said “I have to be fast enough to get into this pool… to earn my healing…”  

Could it be that you have a rule in your mind that is limiting God in your life? 

· God can only talk to me at church…  That’s a rule in your mind… Jesus wants to break that rule

· God only loves me when I resist sin… No way!  He loves us while we are yet sinners… let Jesus break your rule

· Jesus will only forgive me if I cry enough, if I am sad enough, or only if I talk to a priest… Jesus wants to break your rule. His rule, God’s word says 1 John 1:9
Jesus broke the invalid’s rule. Do you want to invite Jesus to break your rules today? The invalid sat there 38 years with his rules on how to get well… 

Jesus broke another rule that day…

John 5:9-16
The religious Pharisees see the man walking with the matt… And instead of seeing a walking miracle that glorifies God and reveals His power…  they see a broken rule… 

John 5:10
They would rather the man stay an invalid than for one of their rules to be messed with… The Pharisees are DEADLY serious about the rules.. so much, that they would kill you publicly for violating them. 
The healed man… (Don’t you love that He is no longer the invalid man… we now call Him the Healed Man!) The healed man sensed the seriousness of the RULES… and it would have really stunk to have waited 38 years to be healed and then immediately killed for being healed on the Sabbath… so he tells them..
John 5:11
IT WASN’T ME… IT WAS THE GUY…  (That’s always a great defense…)

The Pharisees ask…  John 5:12
There is something wrong with your rules if it keeps God’s glory from being seen…
There is something wrong with your rules if it keeps Jesus from doing Jesus things…

There is something wrong with your rules if you are running up and saying “Jesus you can’t do this… don’t you know the rules.”
Now this rule of keeping the Sabbath… Jesus kept this rule.

The interpretation of the Sabbath that the Pharisees held was far too extreme… It was incorrect. 

We don’t have time to go further into it than this… If you would like to know more or have a question about it then feel free to text our anonymous Text Line 214 856 0550

The point here is that the Pharisees had their own rules and called them God’s rules.  Redemption Church let us be careful about rules…  Let us never have our own rules and enforce them as God’s rules…

So when Jesus broke the Pharisees rules they then started persecuting Him as one who was breaking God’s rules. 
They were standing in front of Jesus who had just worked a miracle for the lame man. Jesus could have worked a miracle for them… but they were concerned about the rules.

Jesus breaks our rules
The laws of this world… this culture… how we think… Jesus breaks them. Luke 6:27-32
We aren’t talking about breaking the law as in holding up a liquor store for selfish gain… No He breaks the rules of…
If someone hates you then you hate them back…

If someone has what you want then you just go and take it…

Look out for number 1…

Life is about getting rich and having more than the next person…

Jesus breaks those rules.  What if we as Christ followers would break the rules like Jesus?

Would you define a Christian as a Rule Breaker or a Rule Maker?


Far too often we are more like the Pharisee than Jesus…

Now let me be clear.  It’s our rules Jesus breaks.  When it comes to the laws of God Jesus is the Law fulfiller 

Matthew 5:17-18
Jesus is the law fulfiller… but the Pharisees didn’t see that… the Pharisees where trying to keep the law but at the same time attack Jesus – the Law fulfiller. Could it be we don’t understand God’s law…?

The fulfillment of God’s law doesn’t look like a Pharisee waging his finger at you…

The fulfillment of God’s law doesn’t look like a church with pretty stained glass, traditional hymns, & homely.. nor a fancy mega church, laser light show, and friendly talk…

The fulfillment of God’s law looks like Jesus!  And that is a radical truth.
Jesus invites us to Live beyond the Law
Often Jesus challenges us with… Here is what the law requires… live beyond it…

Jesus goes beyond the law of thou shalt not kill… He says Love your neighbor as yourself.  

In Matthew 5 He tells the Pharisees of a law beyond not murdering. He tells them if they have anger towards brothers and sisters they are in danger of the judgment of murder.
He also tells them of a law beyond adultery. He tells them if they have lust in their heart they have already committed autlery.

Jesus reveals to them a law that reaches beyound tablets of stone and reaches the heart of flesh.

If someone asks for your coat give it to them but don’t stop there… give them your shirt also.
Jesus says if someone asks you to walk 1 mile with them… walk the 2nd mile.
If you are just trying to live by the rules you eventually find Jesus and ask “who is this rule breaker” when you should be asking who is this Lord of Life, who is this lover of sinners, who is the resurrection and life?

And if you are trying to follow Jesus by keeping the rules will you be ready for when He tries to take you beyond the rules?

We are glad that Jesus doesn’t just live by the law, but that He lives beyond the law. Grace is found beyond the law. Mercy is found beyond the law. We better be glad that Jesus has mercy on rule breakers… because…

We are the rule breakers.
Romans 3:23

Romans 6:23
All of us are guilty. It doesn’t matter if you are a pastor or an atheist. You are a rule breaker, a sinner deserving death. 

If all of us have sinned then none of us are perfect… & why should we judge people like we are the moral authority? 
We aren’t the moral authority. We are the rule breakers in need of forgiveness.
1 John 3:4-6
This is a heavy scripture that seems scary at first. There are several things we can learn hear.
Sin is lawlessness
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