The Year…
What will this year be known for???

The Year that…

Jerry Sandusky Trial where we learned that innocent youth had been molested and how no one did anything..

The sad end to a pop icon – Whitney Houston

An angry election

Unrest in Libya and the attack on a US Embassy 

A Hurricane named Sandy brought so much devastation to the upper east coast

A Mayan Apocalypse  

A Fiscal Cliff Political Stalemate
The Olympics

A Bad Economy
A Closer look at Gun Control and Mental Illness?

A shooting at a movie theater in Aurora Col and a shooting at a school in Newtown Conn
Years become defined by their happenings…

2001 – The Attacks on 9-11

2005 – Katrina Hurricane

2004 – Tsunami  Japan

1963 – JFK Assassination

1941 – Pearl Harbor
How many remember the year you graduated, where married, had your first child, first job?

How many remember the year you lost someone important to your life to death?

Years become defined by their happenings…


Far too often our Years are marked by negative happenings.
It was this kind of Year for the Nation of Israel in Isaiah 6…
Isaiah 6:1 (NIV) In the year that King Uzziah died…
<Who is Uzziah?>
He was King of Judah – The southern Portion of Israel.  He reigned for a long time, 52 years. His reign was marked by prosperity…  It was amazing all that he was able to accomplish.  He had inherited a mess and made a marvel out of it. His leadership spread his fame abroad..
2 Chronicles 26:8 The Ammonites brought tribute to Uzziah, and his fame spread as far as the border of Egypt, because he had become very powerful.
He rebuilt a dying city…

V9 Uzziah built towers in Jerusalem at the Corner Gate, at the Valley Gate and at the angle of the wall, and he fortified them.
His authority didn’t stop with the City walls… He extended his authority out into the dessert….

V 10 He also built towers in the desert and dug many cisterns, because he had much livestock in the foothills and in the plain. He had people working his fields and vineyards in the hills and in the fertile lands, for he loved the soil.
He invested in Israel’s land and soil.
There are only a handful of Kings of Israel/Judah who are known as anything more than a train wreck failure. 
V11 Uzziah had a well-trained army…
V12 Uzziah provided shields, spears, helmets, coats of armor, bows and slingstones for the entire army.
If you know anything about Israel’s history you know this was a big deal.  There was once a time that Israel had only 2 swords…  In the time of King Saul… 

Uzziah not only fielded a well trained army… he armed them to the teeth…
V 15 In Jerusalem he made machines designed by skillful men for use on the towers and on the corner defenses to shoot arrows and hurl large stones…. 
If it wasn’t enough to be a great leader, to build up a force of well trained and armed soldiers, to build up defenses, to invest in the vineyards and fields… if that’s not enough how about this…  He was a visionary inventor.

It is believed by historians that King Uzziah invented the first automatic weapon.  He built arrow guns that would fire a stream of arrows at the enemy. He also made improvements upon the catapult…  

V15 His fame spread far and wide…

<THE YEAR>

As good as Uzziah’s story is…. It ends tragically and suddenly. We don’t have the time to go over that today… You can read the last half of 2 Chronicles 26 to study up on what happened.
For now let’s just say this Great King, who had meant so much for the people, who had served for 52 years, who had brought them back from a decimated state to a place of authority…  This Great King was Gone.

This was a big happening that defined the year for Israel.  The Prophet Isaiah declared…

Isaiah 6:1 (NIV) In the year that King Uzziah died…
The happening of his death defined the year…  A nation was left questioning what the future would hold… would the next king be a disaster like many of their other leaders? Everyone wanted to know what this meant for their future…
Am I talking to anyone today that has had a tough year?  A year defined by a negative happening?
Have there been things happen this year that gave you pause… made you 2nd guess… Has there been a happening that will always remind of 2012…. The year that _____ happened.
<HAPPENINGS ARE OFTEN ALL WE CAN SEE…>
If this has been your year I’ve come to offer you hope in the story of Isaiah the Prophet.

Isaiah saw more…
Isaiah 6:1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple.
In this terrible happening Isaiah saw something amazing… He saw the Lord
The first 7 words of Isaiah 6 are about Uzziah dying… But then Isaiah talks about Seeing the Lord… Everything Changes…
Are you tired of being held captive by that bad thing that happened?  You need to see the Lord. Is that hurt all you can talk about?  You need to see the Lord today!  After Isaiah sees the Lord he doesn’t talk about that hurt anymore…

It doesn’t mean the hurt isn’t there… it doesn’t mean we simply forget it or act like it doesn’t hurt…  it means we see something that changes our focus.

We need to see the Lord!

In the midst of a terrible happening God is still seated on His Throne.

The worst news that can come your way won’t knock God from His throne.

High & Lifted Up -  God isn’t diminished – He is lifted up

The Train of His Robe filled the Temple -  His Robe represents His Glory.  Isaiah was seeing the Glory of God overflowing the Temple…
Symbolic of the Holy Spirit because we are His Temple…

1 Corinthians 6:19 (NIV)  Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God?

God will fill this rented temple, located at 903 W. Parker Rd in Plano Tx with his Glorious presence…. And He does…  But he does something much better…

You are the Temple that he wants to fill with His glorious presence…

You can go right on focusing on Uzziah… or you can be filled with the presence of the Holy One.  Your choice

Happenings are often all we can see…

Is the happening all that you can see?

What’s all this happening stuff… nothing bad has happened to me… ok…  This message is still for You…

The death of Isaiah is just a happenstance… It has no bearing on the Lord…

The bad happening in your life doesn’t increase the Lord…  it doesn’t decrease the Lord

Malachi 3:6 (NIV) I the Lord do not change.
That same glorious vision was happening before Uzziah died… That vision didn’t appear because of the death of the King… God doesn’t change based on circumstance
Hebrews 13:8 (NIV) Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.
God doesn’t change based on circumstance… but we do…
Our worship isn’t always the same… our prayer life, our attitude, our faithfulness

Our care for each other isn’t always consistent, we aren’t always as generous as we should be…  we blame this on circumstance…

I’ve heard sermons that said… “Some of you need Uzziah to die so you can see the Lord…”

No!  He is available all the time!  Look up!!  He hasn’t moved!!  He is still on the throne.

<Who or What is your Uzziah?>

I’m talking to people that this is the year….

You lost your job, your dream died, you struggled financially, you realized your relationship was in trouble, you lost someone you really cared about, you were sick, you felt stupid, you wasted, didn’t follow through, you didn’t see the results you wanted…
This year…  the Year that Kevin Burgess resigned as Pastor from Redemption Church.

The board and staff received a call on a Thursday… Kevin was going on a 90 day leave of absence that he never returned from. He resigned…

It’s a big deal when a founding pastor just walks away from a church unexpected…

It’s a huge deal when your spiritual leader is taken from you…

What do we do next?

The Lease…

This was the year that King Uzziah died…  But it’s also the year we saw the Lord!

<SEE THE LORD>

We saw the Lord High and lifted up in…   This Church, God’s faithfulness, faithful families, new families, ministry coming from new places…  
In the middle of a desperate situation – WE SAW THE LORD!  He was always right here… He will always be right here.  He is here right now!!!

MUSICIAN
Choose your happening that will define your year…

You can let Uzziah be the Happening…

Isaiah let Seeing the Lord become the happening…



It changed his focus from inward….
Isaiah’s Calling
Isaiah 68-9 (NIV) Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?”
And I said, “Here am I. Send me!”
9 He said, “Go and tell this people…”
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