Abba Style – God’s Guide to Parenting
**Bumper Video – 
Welcome to the last week of our Modern Family series.  We have talked about a broad range of issues that affect the modern family.
Today’s sermon will, hopefully, do three things.

1. It’s Father’s day!  Happy Father’s day.  I hope to underline the importance of Fatherhood.

2. Parenting. It’s hard. The Church probably doesn’t talk enough about this subject. God offers a lot of wisdom on parenting. I hope to successfully share that with you today.
3. Theology.  If you are underwhelmed by points 1 & 2… If you had a terrible father and never want to think about Father’s day… If you are past the point of parenting or before the stage of parenting but never plan to be one or simply don’t want to think about it…   Then this 3rd point is for you.

There is a great deal of theology that can be shaped by looking at how God parents us.  Studying God as Father won’t just underline the importance of fatherhood or help you be a better parent… Studying God as Father should better define all your thoughts on God. 

<Father>
God is the creator of us all.  The Bible says He knew us in our mother’s womb… while we are still forming during  9 months of pregnancy – God knows us.  More than know us He forms us… We are fearfully and wonderfully made.
God being the creator of this world and everything in it – Makes him Father of All

Ephesians 4:6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.(NIV)
Your physical DNA is ordered, your cells are structured, you are formed by God the Father.
<Fatherhood is more than just creating>
He is more than a creator – He is Father.  God is not a deadbeat dad.
The world is sadly full of deadbeat dads…  They helped create a child but have never acted as a father to the child they helped create.  Fatherhood is more than just creating.

Fatherhood is responsibility.  

Proverbs 22:6 Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.(NIV)Fatherhood is relational.  A relationship between the father and the child.
In this relationship the father does more than physically forming the child… He helps form character, values, self-worth, and a world view. 

We get a close look at this kind of relationship in Mark 14:36 when Jesus calls His Father – Abba.
Mark 14:36 "Abba, Father," he said, "everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will."(NIV)
Jesus is looking to His father for direction and deliverance.
Jesus looks to His father through relationship.  He calls Him ABBA, which is a less formal more relational way of saying father… more like papa or daddy.  

I am a father, but I know very well that my little one calls me daddy. We have that relationship.

God goes further than earthly Fathers can in relationship.  In God we aren’t just born once… John 3:5 says we are “born again.”
Romans 8:15 For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, Father."(NIV)

16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children.(NIV)
It is by being born again of the Spirit, being filled with the Holy Spirit or Holy Ghost that we become “ABBA’S” children.  Through this Spirit birth God doesn’t just form our physical dna or our moral values… He encodes our spiritual dna, He gives us a new name, He changes us into His new creation, He puts His life inside of us, the same Spirit that raised Christ from the dead dwells in us, the Spirit of Truth that guides us into all Truth… Abba’s Spirit bears FRUIT and brings GIFTS…
How important is the Holy Spirit?
God is not a distant creator… He is Abba.  He is near and involved. You can have a close relationship with God as parent, as Father.
<Abba Style – God’s Guide to Parenting>
Here is how God acts as a parent. He is trying to train us up in the way we should go. In every area of our life He is Fathering us.
I want to share a few ways that Abba acts towards us.  These would be good for us to reenact as parents.
<Abba Displays Truth>
Everything God does displays truth.  Everything He says, His every action puts Truth on display.
Parents be mindful to what you are displaying. What you display becomes Truth for your child.

The 3 year old child that lets loose a curse word… Someone displayed that action and the child accepted it as Truth.

It could be that how you react to conflict as an adult comes from how your parents reacted to conflict.  Without even realizing it your parents displayed their actions and still to this day… somewhere deep inside you are holding it as Truth.

Are you displaying Truth?    A better question is – What Truth are you displaying?
God always speaks Truth and then acts out that Truth.  We of the human condition often fall short of this
We say “I love you” so easily but our actions don’t always reflect that truth…

We make promises we don’t keep…

We make selfish decisions…

We place things ahead of people… We give time to things like jobs… while our family waits
This is wrong behavior, but even worse it has displayed a false truth – an untruth

Holiness is living out what God has displayed.  Holiness is found in the Truth Abba Displays.
· Gossamer
I like to take my 3 year old to playgrounds.  It’s fun to watch him run around.  There is one such playground at Willowbend Mall in Plano.  It’s a terrific playground filled with various looney tunes characters.  There is Bugs Bunny, Daffy Duck, Tweety, Pepe Lepew… and <Gossamer>  The red hairy monster with tennis shoes.  At the playground you can climb into his head and slide down his tongue and he yells “ahhhhh” as you slide down.
Will doesn’t know what this Character is or its name… so he calls it <“Red Heart.”>  One day at the playground Will excitedly says, as he takes me by the hand, “wanna go see red heart.”  I wasn’t sure what red heart was so I let him lead me… He brings me to “red heart.”  He loves this RED HEART and often plays on it.
Then I make a Epic Parenting Fail…   I look down to Will and say “Red heart? Oh You mean the Monster”   
<SCARED WILL>
Something changed in that moment. Will started crying and screaming and wouldn’t go near “Red Heart” again.
Did the playground change? No

The truth that Will was exposed to changed. I used a word that meant he should be afraid.  “Red Heart” is now called “Red Heart Monster.”
We should be careful of the truth we display.

God is extra mindful of the Truth of   <What you do & Who you are>
God spends much more time talking about who you are than what you do.
God never lets what we do effect who we are.

Abba talks to Israel about the bad they have done… but he never calls them bad… They are defined by what He calls them… and God doesn’t define them, or us, by actions.

What a beautiful way to parent!   

We should always tell our children who they are. 

You’ve done bad, but that’s not who you are. You are good and I love you.

The young child that is throwing a temper tantrum at the store…  What they are doing needs to stop, but they aren’t what they are doing. 

The teenager that has made a poor life choice… What they have done needs to be talked about and corrected, but they aren’t what they have done.  

Maybe you’ve done some things that you have let define you.  Maybe someone’s words have defined you. You always remember the hurtful words someone said to about you.

I AM SO HAPPY to tell you that You aren’t what You’ve done.  You are who Abba says You are.  You are His child! He loves you!
He displays the Truth!  The Truth is He Loves You!
<Correction comes from relationship & not authority>
How God choose to correct us is through His relationship with us.  He is God, the all sufficient one, the one who speaks and the earth is made…  He has authority!  ALL Authority! (Matt 28:18)
But how He chooses to correct us is out of Relationship.  He talks to us.

In Genesis when Adam & Eve ate of the fruit… did God know they did that?  Absolutely He knew…  But did God fly in and start throwing around His authority?

No… He came as He always came… He walked into the garden in the cool of the day and spoke to them.  Did He correct them…? Yes.  But He corrected them from a place of Relationship.
If God corrected us from sheer authority we would be crushed.  But He corrects from relationship and we find Grace, Mercy, Unconditional Love.
Have you ever heard or experienced someone parenting from authority?  “Mom or Dad, why can’t I go to the party…?”   “BECAUSE I SAID SO.”

1ST OFF… That is a terrible case of circular reasoning…

But the real danger is when you ask someone to respect your authority… the only good reason you can give to do so is your authority to drop the hammer so to speak…  Respect me or else… Obey me or else… Love me or else… 

How does Jesus choose to do it?  If you love me… keep my commandments.

You get the sense that although the commandments are important… what really matters here is the Love.  The relationship of love trumps the authority of the commandment.

Maybe you think God is a God that drops the hammer of authority… I invite you to rethink this.  Look back over Scripture through the lens of God desiring a relationship with mankind.

Maybe I’m speaking to some children today that have gotten into some arguments with their parents. Maybe you have some bitterness and resentment… Maybe I’m speaking to parents that have parented from authority rather than relationship. Maybe you have been pushing your most important relationships away… I invite you, parents and children alike to look over your actions through the lens of relationship.

But how do you correct? There are times we need to correct right? 
<Consequence>
This will change your theology.  Listen up. 

God doesn’t drop the hammer of authority… but He still corrects us.   He does it through consequence.

God tells Israel… You are pushing me away with your actions. Please put away these false god’s and sacrifices… you are pushing me away.  I want to be near you but I can’t because of your actions….  You are my beloved children… but what you are doing is wrong…

They push God out of their lives and then consequence happens.  An enemy swoops in and ransacks the nation and takes them into captivity.

Understand that God didn’t send this enemy… God did not ransack His children – an enemy did! God did not drop the hammer of His authority…    But God didn’t break through and stop the enemy either… He could have and let me tell you HE WANTED TO… But he stood by and allowed their consequence to come. He wanted the consequence to teach them.
God allowed the consequences of their actions to come to fruition. You reap what you sow right?

Did God suddenly not love them?  How could God allow that?  I want you to understand that GOD did this out of love.  He did this to benefit them…  That is the context of one of your favorite bible verses 

Jeremiah 29:11  For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.(NIV)
Israel learned because of this consequence… They realized they shouldn’t have pushed God away… They do in fact need God…   
How does that look in parenting?    

Sometimes, in safe-situations, we should allow our kids to feel the consequence of their actions.  Let me repeat SAFE…  If your kid is playing with a lawnmower, electric socket, or blender… don’t let them experience that consequence PLEASE…

Let the consequence teach.

We need age appropriate consequences.

Young Child

Don’t crawl on that couch, you are going to fall and it is going to hurt.    Count to 3 and they have fallen, and sure enough it hurts.

Pre-Teen or Teen

You have a set allowance and you have an event you want to do at the end of the week. You need to make sure you save enough money… You might even help them understand how much money that is…  But if at the end of the week they haven’t saved their money… you don’t bail them out… you let them learn the consequence of not saving.

The point is that you could have rescued the kid from falling off the couch & you could have reached into your wallet and given your teen the money they needed… but out of love for them… out of care for them… you are letting consequence teach.  

We also need situation-ally appropriate consequences.

God has encoded this world so that the punishment fits the crime so to speak.  The Effect and the Cause are closely related.
In other words… Touch your hand to a hot stove hurts your hand.  Eating too much causes your stomach to hurt or you to get fat.  We see how these connects.

Sometimes we as parents, when we exact punishment it doesn’t relate to the action.  Like touching the stove causes you to get fat… or eating too much hurts your hand. 

If your child is having trouble with grades then the consequence should have something to do with that.  It wouldn’t be wise to say… “Your grades are bad so no more pizza for you young man.”

It would be better to say…  Until your grades are better you are going to be spending 1 hour extra on your schoolwork each day.

<What about Spanking?>
Proverbs 13:24 {He who spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves him is careful to discipline him.(NIV)}

Be careful basing your belief system off of 1 scripture.  After all…
Deuteronomy 21:18-21 talks about stoning a rebellious child.
Spanking is a biblical form of punishment, but let me bring you back to the way of Abba, where He would use an age appropriate & situation-ally appropriate consequence.

Spanking isn’t always age appropriate. 


The older a child is the less effective spanking is.

Spanking isn’t always situation-ally appropriate.


If your grades don’t improve we are going to spank you… doesn’t make sense.

However…  Situations like touching that electrical socket… spanking is totally situation-ally acceptable.     Touching that light socket will hurt like this spanking is going to hurt. That is both age and situation-ally appropriate for a 3 year old.

Too often in Christian families spanking has been the go to form of correction.  If what I’m sharing bothers you I would just ask you to revisit your thinking in the light of Abba.

When you spank make sure it is not done out of anger. Make sure you aren’t dropping your authority hammer. When you spank make sure it is done out of relationship and that the consequence is tied to the wrong action.
<Offer Choice>
In the Garden of Eden Abba Father provided everything Adam & Eve could need…  Food, Light, Warmth, air, water, beauty, even each other 
He also provided Choice.   Right in the middle of the Garden he placed something they were not supposed to partake of.
God values free will.  God doesn’t take away our choices.  He gives us our choice.

God talks about tithes and offerings. He informs His people of the spiritual law of giving.  He tells them when you give you will be blessed, I will rebuke the devourer for your sake, I will make sure others give to you.  He also tells them the alternative for not giving… You will be robbing God, no protection from the devourer…
God then steps back and says “Your Choice.”

God offers choice.

When your child fails a class and you are looking for an age & situation appropriate consequence…  Start with asking them what should be a good consequence.  That’s choice…

When they do the very teenagerish response – “I dunno”  The offer them another choice.
We have to spend more time on this failed subject until we get those grades up.  You choose where that time is spent.  Do you want to get up an hour early or study 1 full hour after school?  You choose.
God gives us the power of Choice.

Musician

<Abba is Present> 

Psalm 46:1 Ever Present Help

He’s never too busy to be attentive. His attention is on you.
The world needs parents that take time. Time with their kids. Time with your spouse. 
Your presence affirms.
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