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[Intro Video – The Passion Reloaded]
[Jesus Inside Out Slide]

Everyone take a deep breath.  I’m care pastor, make shocking videos, Chris worried…

I want to talk to you today about how people view the church, 

how Christians view their relationship w/ Jesus

In honor of St. Patrick’s Day, start by reading prayer written by St. Patrick born ~387…

Long, won’t read the whole thing.  I’ll start, when I point we’ll read the portion on screen together.

[St. Patrick Slide]

For those of us who know Jesus as our savior, this is a beautiful prayer.  To those who don’t know Christ or who don’t have a deep relationship with Him, it might start to sound a little weird.  Sort-of like video.

But this was just a prayer.  What does Bible say?  Lots of verses about Christ with us, in us, around us.

Typed out in little font, filled 2 pages.  I’ll read them out of context, imagine if you didn’t know Jesus, what picture of Christianity would you get from these verses?  Let’s start with our memory verse…
[“Overwhelmed by Christ” Slide]

Colossians 3:3-4 - For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.
Last week I talked about how we have Jesus’ life in us…

Galatians 2:20 - I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

Jesus Christ is the light of the world…

2Corinthians 4:6 - For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ.

1Corinthians 6:19-20 - Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; 20 you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your bodies.

And what’s more, we are to have the mind of Christ…

1Corinthians 2:15-16 - The person with the Spirit makes judgments about all things, but such a person is not subject to merely human judgments, 16 for, “Who has known the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?”  But we have the mind of Christ.
So we are supposed to think like Jesus…  

Last week I talked about how the Communion elements are His body and His blood.  We eat those, they become part of us.
Colossians 1:27 - To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

So, Christ is in us.  Jesus is a part of us.  But then Jesus says…
John 15:4 - Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.
Galatians 3:26-27 - So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.
Romans 13:14 - Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the flesh.

Colossians 3:9-11 - Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 11 Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.

2Corinthians 5:17 - Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!
Romans 8:28 - And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.

Romans 8:29 - For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters.
[“Overwhelmed by Christ” Slide]

Is it beginning to feel overwhelming?  We know that God’s love is overwhelming.  But to people who don’t know Christ it can start to sound more like that video.  Out of context these verses seem to be saying that Jesus just wants to make clones of Himself.  We are to have His life in us and His Spirit.  We are to think like Him. And we clothe ourselves in Him until our old self passes away and we are fully conformed to His image.  That sounds kind-of scary.  

And it goes on… There are several verses that talk about how the church is the body of Christ.

1 Corinthians 12:17 - Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.

Ephesians 1:22-23 - And God placed all things under His feet and appointed Him to be head over everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.
And don’t forget, the church was built by Jesus…

Matthew 16:18 - And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hell will not overcome it.

And the church was built on Jesus…

1 Corinthians 3:11 - For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.

“The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone;”

And of course the church was built for Jesus.

So, we’re becoming Jesus.  Our fellow Christians are becoming Jesus.  And we are all part of Jesus in the church which is build on Jesus, by Jesus, for… Jesus.  Even people who don’t know Christ should be Jesus to us.

Matthew 25:40 - The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’
So, we’re all destined to become copies of Jesus, surrounded by other Jesus as part of a church full of Jesus’, which is itself the body of Jesus.  Well, that’s my sermon; have a nice afternoon.

Not really.  But can you see how that might make people nervous?  Even if you think Jesus was a nice guy, if you’re told that to follow Him means to completely surrender your identity, it’s going to be a tough sell.  It’s like this picture…
[“Faces” picture Slide]
So why am I telling you this?  This is an inaccurate picture of Christianity, but this is the picture that some people have been given.  A little information is a dangerous thing, and the devil is the master of using a little truth to lead people astray.  As you share your faith with people, you may have to counteract this false notion.  

Some of you might be under the impression that this is the end-game of Christianity.  You know God loves you, and that Jesus died to save you, but verses like the ones I’ve mentioned have always made you uncomfortable, and so you try not to think about it.
[“Christ with Us” Slide]

So I want to spend a little time unpacking some of these verses.  Let’s start with church as the body.

Yes, it was built by Jesus Christ.  And he is foundation.  And it was built for Him, but also for us because He loves us.  Jesus’ body is no longer physically here.  We are hands and feet to do God’s work in world.

Church is community.   We can be Christ to one another.  To minister to each other, weep, celebrate.

Passages talk about church as Bride of Christ.

God is love.  Everything Jesus did was out of love for us.  Jesus came to be with us.  Emanuel
We can show our love for Him by showing love to others whom He also loves, in and outside the church.

Jesus wants to be near us.  HE IS HERE TODAY.  He is available to us.  In a minute open altars.

He wants us to take Him with us.  

Colossians 3:16 - Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.
Have Him on your mind.  Have a mind that relates everything back to Him.  That is a mind of Christ.

He wants to be with you.  He wants you to take Him with you.  He takes you with Him.

Ephesians 2:6 - And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus,
John 15:9 - As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love.

If we read past our memory verse

Colossians 3:12-17 - 12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.

15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

But what about being “conformed to the image of Christ”?  Well, it’s sort of like popcorn…

[“Holy Popcorn” Slide]

We are all unique.  God knows each of us, individually, down to the number of hairs each of our heads.

Psalm 139:13-14 - For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
14 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well.

God loves you, as an individual.  God loves what makes you unique.  We’re like popcorn.
Every un-popped kernel is unique.  They’re all very similar, but each one is distinct.  And they all have potential to be something greater.

Jesus was the first popped kernel.  He was the first person to live up to the potential that all humans have.

What shape is popcorn?  Popcorn shaped.  There is no one shape, but you can easily picture popcorn in your mind.

In the same way, our lives are to become Jesus shaped.  We will not become exactly like Him.  But He will be clearly recognizable in us.

The things that make each un-popped kernel unique influence the shape of the popped kernel.  The things that make you an individual will still be present, and will influence who you will be when you are like Jesus.
John 15:13-15 - Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.
Jesus called us his friends.  He doesn’t want to wipe out what makes us Us.  In fact, He wants to take away the things that hold us back from being all we can be.  Ties to this world, temptations, greed, bitterness, hatred, resentment.  That is not who you are.  As we become more like Jesus we are all more free to be who we really are.

****Share my story.

We don’t become popcorn over night.  Jesus will return, then in a flash…  Slowly becoming more like Him.  Some people will never receive the message, always be un-popped kernel.  What’s holding you back?  Are you willing to become more like Him?  Altar.
