The Gospel vs a Broken World
**Bumper Video – Forwarded Email Story Time
I love a good story. 
The world could sure use some more good stories. It’s not easy to write a good story. There are only so many ways to construct a story, only so many plots. It is widely believed by writers that all plots consist of conflict.  They have narrowed the plot down to 7 conflicts.
1. man vs. nature
2. man vs. man

3. man vs. the environment

4. man vs. machines/technology

5. man vs. the supernatural

6. man vs. self

7. man vs. god/religion
These tensions make up every story you’ve ever read or scene at the movies.
The conflicts are also in every news story we see in our daily lives.
Tsunamis and tornados destroy town – Man vs Nature.

Mass shooting at a movie theater – Man vs Man

Youth struggle to overcome their inner city culture – Man vs Environment

Many struggle with human elements of friendship and communication in the age of the internet – Man vs Tech

Stories of Aliens, Ghosts, Angels and Demons. Unexplained by science – Man vs Supernatural

Addictions and stories of spiraling lives – Man vs Self

And then Man vs God/Religion – Could be stories about coming to faith or running away from it. Could be tragic stories about cultic mind control or Terrorist attacks brought on by religion.     

And that’s it. Those are all the plot points writers have been able to come up with.  It’s no wonder we always say to ourselves…  We’ve seen this plot before...

  
All great stories center on conflict.

We try to avoid conflict.
We avoid important conversations…

We avoid making decisions

We avoid sharing our faith

The truth is – Every good story has conflict. 

Facing your conflict is what makes your story great.

What is the story of…

David without Goliath

Daniel without the Lion’s Den

Shadrack Meeshack and Abindigo without the fiery furnace

Jesus without the Cross and Resurrection

I’m not saying all conflict is good conflict…  Sometimes we get into some stupid conflicts. If I have to experience conflict – it better be worth the conflicted experience.  Not a senseless argument or fight but a meaningful change. 

While great minds have found 7 plots/conflicts for our stories – I want to share a simpler approach…

Through a Christian/Kingdom lens there is only 1 conflict.

Gospel vs a Broken World
Broken World

Everywhere you look you see a broken world.
This is not the same world we read about in Genesis 1. It’s important we understand this. 
Romans 5:12 (NIV) Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all people, because all sinned
God created the world…  With no Death, No sin

Through 1 man… Sin entered… and death came… and that’s n not all that came…

If that’s not broken enough…  Hate, Lust, murder, perversion, lies, greed, theft, corruption, Racism, genocide, abortion, sickness, disease, depression, divorce… Think of something you hate… it’s the product of this broken world.

The Gospel
The Gospel is God’s attempt to redeem what has been lost through the fall of man.  It’s God’s attempt to heal and save a broken world.   It’s a place where God’s Kingdom comes to a broken world – Where God’s will is done. It’s a place where Jesus is Lord. 

Just like Romans 5:12 told us that sin entered the world through one man – The Gospel enters through one man – Jesus Christ.

Romans 5:15 (NIV) …For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many!
It’s the Gospel vs a Broken World.  It is the greatest story of all.  It is the conflict between light and darkness, good and evil.  This story, this conflict is found everywhere.. It is the only story there is.
Here’s an important question…

Do you recognize the Gospel when you see it?  Do you recognize the broken world when you see it?

Remember the Forwarded email story that was read to you in the beginning? The story consisted of an airline stewardess dealing with a racist woman. 

I read this email and I remembered getting a good feeling from it. It felt to me like the gospel of God’s kingdom was somehow present within it.  I thought this was strange… After all there is no mention of Jesus. No one is baptized or prays…  So why does it feel Gospel to me?   
Paul helps us recognize the Broken world and God’s Kingdom…
Galatians 5:19-23 (NIV)

19 The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.
The Broken World operates in these!  If you see these things anywhere you are looking directly at a broken world.  Not just the actions but the heart that generates these actions.
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.
This is the Gospel, the good news of the Kingdom! If you see these things anywhere you are looking directly at Jesus and His kingdom.

In our Email story the racist woman showed hatred and discord.  Hello broken world!

The stewardess showed gentleness and self-control. The man who was the victim of this racism sat there in peace. When the victim is rewarded with a first class seat the people looking on showed joy.  That feels like the kingdom. 

The Shooting in Aurora Colorado…  That was the broken world…
But in the aftermath… We saw some Kingdom work… Forgiveness, a community caring

Do you recognize the Kingdom when you see it?
Religion often doesn’t recognize the Gospel when it sees it…  Jesus said this…
Luke 4:18 (NIV) 18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free
Sound like the Gospel?  Jesus always operated in the Kingdom and never the broken world…  However check out what the religious Pharisees said after he worked a miracle.
Luke 11:14-15 (NIV) 14 Jesus was driving out a demon that was mute. When the demon left, the man who had been mute spoke, and the crowd was amazed. 15 But some of them said, “By Beelzebul, the prince of demons, he is driving out demons.”
The Religion looked right into the face of Jesus, The Gospel, God’s Kingdom and proclaimed – This is the work of the Devil… He’s not doing this by God but the devil.

That’s insanity.

Make sure you Blame the right person!!

Do you recognize the broken world and the Gospel when you see them?  Can you distinguish the 2? They are distinctly different.  They are nothing alike. 
This broken world cannot duplicate Love. It can manufacture lust and call it love, but LOVE is only found within the Kingdom. If at any time Unconditional Love shows up then the Kingdom has shown up.  Same thing with joy, peace, mercy, forgiveness…
We often do well at spotting the Kingdom inside this room… the church sanctuary… but sometimes we walk right past the Kingdom in other settings.

Galatians 5:22:23 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.
This is how the Kingdom operates. The Broken World CANNOT operate like this.  This is like God’s Turf…

Learn to recognize the Gospel when it shows up!!

The Kingdom doesn’t seek to destroy the Broken World
There is a conflict between God’s Kingdom and the broken world, but the Kingdom handles conflict differently than the broken world. The broken world will steal, attack, hate, disown, abuse, lie… kill…  The Gospel handles conflict from the motive of love…
Conflict and Love seem like polar opposites…  Surely Love would look the other way rather than start a fight…  Not so.

Proverbs 13:24 (NIV)
Whoever spares the rod hates their children, but the one who loves their children is careful to discipline them.

Hebrews 12:5-6 (NIV)

And have you completely forgotten this word of encouragement that addresses you as a father addresses his son? It says,

“My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline,

    and do not lose heart when he rebukes you,

6 because the Lord disciplines the one he loves, 

    and he chastens everyone he accepts as his son.”
The Gospel disciplines out of love like a father teaches their child.

You can trust God!!  Even in Judgment God is Loving!

Romans 12:19 (NIV)

Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord.
How I use to think…  God is about reign down His HOLY Vengeance upon you… then you’ll be sorry…   
Even when God is enacting vengeance on our behalf, He is doing it with Love.
The Kingdom doesn’t seek to destroy this broken world…   And that’s good because we are a part of this broken world.  We have all sinned and fallen short of the Glory of God… (Romans 3:23)
If God were out to destroy this broken world we would all be in trouble.

FOR GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD… John 3:16
Perhaps the worst theological mistake we can make is getting God and our enemy confused.
The Enemy – The devil
Genesis 3:14-15 (NIV)

14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this,

“Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals!

You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life.

15 And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring[a] and hers;

he will crush[b] your head, and you will strike his heel.”

Treating People as the enemy

Treating God as the enemy

· Call for musicians…
It’s your story…
Are you operating from the Kingdom… or Broken World?
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