Can your faith save someone?
RESCUE – Vid Bumper
Welcome to Redemption Church! My name is Chris Fluitt and I am exciting to share the Word of God with you today! God bless ya’ll!
Today we are going to continue talking about Faith. Last week we told you that “Faith is tied to truth.” Faith is simply believing what God says is true.
Faith is important. Faith is so important that it is what Satan is after. Satan is after your faith.
Today I want to ask you this question.
Can your Faith save someone?
We should understand what that we are saved by grace through faith… Without believing in Jesus we are lost in our sin.  Faith is so powerful that is saves you… but is your faith powerful enough to save someone else?
I want you to consider this as we look to scripture.
Mark 2:1 (NIV2011) A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people heard that he had come home.  
Mark 2:2 (NIV2011) They gathered in such large numbers that there was no room left, not even outside the door, and he preached the word to them.  
Mark 2:3 (NIV2011) Some men came, bringing to him a paralyzed man, carried by four of them.  
Mark 2:4 (NIV2011) Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus by digging through it and then lowered the mat the man was lying on.  
Mark 2:5 (NIV2011) When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed man, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”  
Wait a second… “When Jesus say “THEIR” faith… Who is their?
· Not the faith of the paralyzed man…  
· Not the faith of the crowd…
· Not the faith of the 12 disciples…
Jesus saw the faith of 4 men who brought their friend and lowered him through a roof, he said the paralyzed man “Son your sins are forgiven.”
So let’s ask this question again…
Can your Faith save someone?
We don’t know much about these 4 men…  We know there where 4 of them… 
· It doesn’t actually say they were friends with the paralyzed man…  We can imagine that they were, but it doesn’t say. 
· We don’t know if they actually knew Jesus… Did they have previous experiences with Jesus…?
· We don’t know their theological stance on basic bible theology…
· We don’t know what they did for a living…
· We don’t know their names…
All we know is they brought this guy to Jesus.  THEY HAD ENOUGH FAITH TO SAVE THEIR FRIEND.
We ought to have enough faith in Jesus to see our friends saved.
Church, could the paralyzed man ever come to Jesus on his own?
Child of God!  I am so glad that you faith in Jesus and that you are saved by that faith. BUT there are people in your life that are like the paralyzed man. They will never come to Jesus on their own. Do you have enough faith to bring your friends to Jesus?
Jesus is the savior. Do you know someone who needs saving?  It could be that they won’t ever get to the savior unless you bring them.
My dad & I were once visiting some old friends of his that pastored a church far from Texas. We went to their church and the service started and we saw the pastor’s wife go down the middle aisle to the Church’s front door… and she locked the door! (That’s one way to keep people from leaving early…)  
We asked after church, “what about the people who are coming to visit for the first time? What happens if they come to a locked door.” The Pastor said, “well they’ll need to be on time.”
Later we were out at a grocery store and my dad brought up the subject again a different way. My dad asked “How are you trying to reach people in your city?”  They responded… “Clyde, these people see us in the grocery store. If they wanted to know Jesus they should just come up and ask.”
The paralyzed man could not bring himself. He needed someone to bring him.
The people around us in the same faithless condition need someone to bring them.
2 Corinthians 5:7 (KJV) …we walk by faith, not by sight:
Those that walk, walk by faith.  Those without the faith to walk need someone to carry them to Jesus.
These 4 men had faith to carry their friend to Jesus. Jesus forgave his sins and healed him.

The most important thing about these 4 men is this… They knew where Jesus was. Jesus was in the house.
In the house
They brought their friend to a place where he could encounter Jesus. Have you ever brought your friends and family to a place where they can encounter Jesus?  Do you have the faith to do that? 
They brought Jesus to the house, but there was a problem. he house was so full that they couldn’t get the paralyzed man to Jesus…
	This is a problem…
The people around Jesus can be an obstacle….  The people in the house, We Church going Christians, can be an obstacle…
Mark 2:4 (NIV2011) Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus by digging through it and then lowered the mat the man was lying on.  
The savior is in the House…  But if we can’t bring people into the house we are willing to DISMANTLE THE HOUSE…  
It’s great that Jesus is in the House right now… But don’t forget there are people outside this house that need saving!
We must be willing to do WHATEVER IT TAKES to get people to the SAVIOR!!  If that means we dismantle the old house we will do it… If it means we have to dismantle old traditions and paradigms  we will do it…   All that matters is getting someone in need of salvation to the savior!!
I IMAGINE SOME PEOPLE INSIDE THE HOUSE WERE VERY ANGRY… Some might not agree with tearing a roof off of the house…
	How much is this going to cost…
What is this guy doing in the house… He obviously sinned and that’s why he is paralyzed… He obviously doesn’t belong here.		
I’m tired… let’s just sing… I would like to request we only sing… Let’s not go forward and pray… let’s not preach anything challenging… Let’s not change the roof.
There will be some things we do around here that might worry you… worship might not be how you like it… We are sorry. We aren’t trying to tick you off or bother you… WE ARE SIMPLY TRING TO GET SOMEONE TO THE SAVIOR…  PLEASE HELP US CARRY SOMEONE TO THE SAVIOR
It’s not about your comfort level… It’s about JESUS!  The calling of the church is to bring people to JESUS…
Can your Faith save someone?
MUSICIAN
[bookmark: _GoBack]I want you to think back to the video I showed you at the start of my sermon. There were people who were surprisingly face to face with a murder happening in an elevator. They were face to face with someone who needed saving. The elevator doors opened and someone cried out for help…
Do you need saving today?  Jesus is in the house. He can forgive your sins and heal you.
Do you know someone who needs saving? Will you come to this altar today and be filled with faith?
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