(Jesus) Look No Further
John the Baptist sent 2 men to Jesus…
Luke 7:20&22 (NIV)
20 When the men came to Jesus, they said, “John the Baptist sent us to you to ask, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?’”

22 So he replied to the messengers, “Go back and report to John what you have seen and heard: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy[a]are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor.
Are you the one… or should we look for another?   What a question..

Nearly 2000 years latter people are still asking that same question…

Christ replies – “Go back and report what you have seen and heard…”

This is our purpose today. To report what we have seen and heard of Jesus. That people would know the answer to the question “Is Jesus the one?  Should we look for another?”

We say Look no Further.

You look at your bible and it is a 66 books bound together. We often refer to it as the Word of God. Every part of your Bible points to Jesus. It Reports to us who Jesus the Messiah is. He Himself is THE WORD…

If you want to know if He is the one you should check out what THE WORD reports about Himself.

As Jesus said in John 5:39 (NIV) You study[a] the Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have eternal life. These are the very Scriptures that testify about me,
Christ shows up from the very beginning of Scripture to it’s very end.
Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
Inside this familiar Passage is a word that doesn’t get translated into English… It is best understood as an article/participle. The English Language doesn’t know what to do with this 2 Letter Hebrew Word.

The word is “'eth”  and it consists of the 1st and Last letter of the Hebrew Alphabet. The Alef and the Tav.  את
In English these Letters would be our A&Z.  In Greek these letters would be… Alpha and Omega

Revelation 22:13 (NIV)  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.
Should we look for another?  I say we look no Further!!  Jesus is A and Z!  He is 1st and Last. The Beginning and End. 
I love that they use letters and not numbers.  Numbers have no End… If he said I am 1 and I am 999… that would at best be limited…  But He said A and Z – There is nothing else outside those letters – He fills everything in and in between those letters.
These letters are representing our language.  Might I suggest that all our communication begin and end with Jesus Christ!  Wouldn’t that keep you out of trouble?  To begin and end all you say with Love and Mercy!

Jesus should be everything we talk about!  REDEMPTION CHURCH – Jesus should be EVERYTHING that we talk about.  The 1st and Last the Beginning and End! The A, Alpha, Alef… The Z, Omega, Tav…

He is right there in Genesis 1:1
Revelation 22:16 (NIV) “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you[a] this testimony for the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star.”
“I Jesus…”  “I am Root…”  I am that life source that burst out of the seed before anyone was around to see it happen. I was there in the beginning.  I give Life source to David – A literal man.
“I am offspring…”   Not only am I the Life source of David -  I am the one that comes after David and Redeems Him.  Not only am I the root of the Tree…  I am the furthest reach of that Tree… I am the Apple/the fruit of that tree – the Final Product.  

Colossians 1:15-17 (NIV)  15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.
Jesus… He’s Kind of a Big Deal!!

The Word ALL shows up a lot in this passage.  He is BEFORE ALL THINGS and ALL THINGS HOLD TOGETHER through Christ.

If your world is falling apart might I suggest you run to Jesus today!  He’s the only one that can put your life back together – Through Him ALL THINGS HOLD TOGETHER!

We would be foolish to look for another… All things were created in Him, By Him, Through Him!  LOOK NO FURTHER!
In the Garden of Eden He is the Tree of Life – the Type and Shadow of the Cross.
After the Fall of Adam and Eve, Jesus is the promise in Genesis 3:15 (NIV) And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring[a] and hers; 

he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.”
God has put Enmity – Opposition – between the “you” – He’s talking to the Snake

He’s put Opposition between the Snake and the Woman

He’s put Opposition between the Snake’s offspring/seed and the womans offspring/seed.
What is the Snakes seed?  SIN and DEATH

What is the Womans seed?  Mankind

Jesus Christ is placed by God between you and the Enemy!

Between You and Sin

Between You and Death

Jesus is not Your opposition!  He is the Devil’s Opposition!

Jesus is the Root the life source of all things!
He became the OFFSPRING of David to become the Enmity, the Opposition that would defeat once and for all the Offspring of the Snake Satan!

Should we look for another?
Isaac
In Genesis 22 Abraham led His only son up the mountain to sacrifice him on the altar before God for sin. 

V 7 Isaac asks nervously “Where is the Lamb for a burnt offering.
Genesis 22:8 (NIV) And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering: so they went both of them together.
Jesus is the willing son who was led up the Mountain by His Father.
Joseph
Joseph had 11 brothers. 10 of those brothers rejected Joseph.  They attacked him, stripped him of his father’s garments and through him into the pit.  From the Pit Joseph reappears to those same brothers and saves them from starvation.

Jesus is the rejected brother. He ended up in the pit called hell where he reappeared with the keys of death heal and the grave. Jesus the Rejected Son has become the savior of all that have rejected Him.
In Exodus…

Moses
Jesus is our Deliverer who opposes our pharaoh, our captor who has enslaved us.  He marches into the land and declares “Let my people Go!”

Passover Lamb

10 Plagues/Curses attacked the Pharaoh. The final plague was a curse of death!  An angel of death would walk through the city and kill the 1st born of every house.  Every first born was doomed on this night!

You and I are descendants of Adam – the 1st man.  Adam and all his descendants – YOU AND I – are doomed by sin.  Adam is that 1st born doomed to die – and we with him.

But not so fast!

God commanded the children of Israel to take a Passover Lamb. They sacrificed that lamb and painted it’s blood upon the doors of their homes.  When the death angel saw the blood of the Passover lamb he would PASSOVER that house.  The curse of death to the 1st born was placed upon the Lamb.

Jesus is that Passover Lamb.  He took the curse of the 1st born!  Remember that Colossians 1:15 says Jesus is “The Firstborn over all creation”  
When the blood of Jesus is applied to our lives the curse of death passes over us.
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