Euangelion: Good News
Take away: The hope of the Gospel will stand through trials, struggles, and persecution.

Colossians 1

3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4 because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all God’s people — 5 the faith and love that spring from the hope stored up for you in heaven and about which you have already heard in the true message of the gospel 6 that has come to you. In the same way, the gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole world —just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it and truly understood God’s grace.

Euangelion – Roman Context

Time of war. Soldiers resting in their camp. A shout rings out.
Warriors grab their shields and swords and run to the perimeter. A figure has been seen on the horizon.
Was it friend or foe?  It could be a scout trying to get military information.  It could be the first of many enemy combatants.  It could be one of their own. It could be a messenger.

There are 2 kinds of messages, bad news and good news. Roman messengers would wear 2 kinds of outfits, 1 for good news and 1 for bad news. They did this so people could tell from sight what kind of news it was… The Messenger on the horizon carries news of victory or defeat, freedom or slavery…
This messenger on the horizon is hard to make out, but after a while someone lets out a cheer.  By the time the messenger has reached the gates of the encampment all the soldiers know.
The messenger comes through the gates with a shout – EUANGELION!  Everyone rejoices because Euangelion means Good News!
The Gospel – The Believer’s Context
This word Euangelion is the Greek word for Gospel.  The Gospel, the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ is our Good news. 
It is interesting. 1st century Christians chose the context of a roman messenger when describing the Gospel. 
Those roman soldiers would cheer at the appearance of Euangelion.  The very appearance of this good news meant victory. It meant hope & freedom.  It meant that their king was still on the thrown.

Doesn’t that sound like the Gospel?

The Context of the 1st century Christian wasn’t all that rosy. It was full of hardships. Let’s talk about that.
Isn’t that what the Gospel mean to us? 

Redemption Church is a place where we rejoice every time Euangelion shows up!  

Believer Context

What it means for us

Roman version – Caesar is Lord

Christian version – Jesus is Lord – 3 WORDS THAT WOULD GET YOU KILLED!

Euaggelion was used in War

Messenger on the horizon. He carries news of victory or defeat, freedom or slavery…

Often based on what the messenger was wearing they would know if he carried good news or bad.  If things were going good the messenger would burst through the gates yelling loudly “I have Euaggelion” Good news!

We have latterly won the battle, the war. Our kingdom is secure!  Good news!

Col 1:6
Colossia boasted of hope!  They lived under the shadow of Rome – Give context

What are you hoping in today?

What is this Hope all about? – Gospel

1 Cor 15

Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and on which you have taken your stand. 2 By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain.
3 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance[a]: that Christ died for our sinsaccording to the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas,[b] and then to the Twelve. 6 After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 8 and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born.
Hope when you die… but what about living?
Hope, the Gospel – is not a magic potion that makes all your troubles go away.

2 Cor 1:8

8 We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters,[a] about the troubles we experienced in the province of Asia. We were under great pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so that we despaired of life itself. 9 Indeed, we felt we had received the sentence of death.

He despaired in life!  Paul was in this struggle… but he saw MORE than the struggle…

2 Cor 4

16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 17 For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.

Hope is not pretending everything is ok…

The people of Colossia saw persecution, Caesar, unfair treatment, friends hanging on crosses…  but they saw more!

They had Euaggelion from which sprung faith and love

3 hebrew boys saw more…

Moses faced pharaoh – saw more

12 spies… grasshoppers in their own sight - 2 saw more

Nehemiah’s wall – At the halfway point – Neh 4 they could only see the rubble
None of these folks minimized the struggle – what was real…  They simply saw more.

What do you see today?

Elijah’s servant didn’t see

The words we know as “Gospel” or “good news” in Greek is the word euangelion. In the 1st century Roman imperial context, euangelion carried specific connotations. First, it implicated an important victory won by Caesar. The news of these war victories traveled around the empire on the tongues of evangelists who were paid for good news and punished for bad news. Additionally, when one Caesar succeeded another, gave birth to an heir, or did any other thing deemed incredible by the Roman elite, they spread the euangelion.
The good news of Caesar wasn’t really good news… He was still on the throne as an Ego maniac tyrant

Mark talks about the good news of a different ruler

Mark 1:1
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