Why Prodigals Come Home
7-25-04 sun pm.
1.

Luke 15:11-23

11 And he said, A certain man had two sons:

12 And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to me. And he divided unto them his living.

13 And not many days after the younger son gathered all together, and took his journey into a far country, and there wasted his substance with riotous living.

14 And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be in want.

15 And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and he sent him into his fields to feed swine.

16 And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat: and no man gave unto him.

17 And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father's have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!

18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee,

19 And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants.

20 And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him.

21 And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son.

22 But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet:

23 And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry:

Why did the prodigal return??

1. Was it because he realized how wrong he had been?
2. Was it because he realized how right his father had been?

3. He realized how much his father loved him?

4. He realized how little the world loved him?

5. Was it because he felt guilty for his decisions?

6.  Felt sorry for his Father?

7. felt obligated to his family?

I would like to think that his return was due to any of these more noble causes, however the scripture tells us otherwise.

His reason for returning can be summed up in one word,…..BREAD. 


Examine the story; he began at his fathers house in a place of honor with  his fortune in hand.

He left there. He spent all his money.

Famine came

No man gave to him

Became a slave to a pig farmer

Job in pig pen

On his hands and knees in the pig pen.

About to eat the pigs food.

He had to have stopped at that moment and asked himself “what do I do after I eat this slop? “Where is there to go from here?”
He came back simply because the next step in the same direction was unimaginable.
2.
The woman with the issue of blood.

She only came to Jesus because there were no more doctors and no more money to spend on them.

DID THAT KEEP JESUS FROM TOUCHING HER?...    NO!!
John Newton laid his finger on the essence of the relationship that GOD has with man, when he wrote the most sang words in the world. Amazing Grace how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me………...  

3.

Did it matter to him that if the thief which hung next to him were anywhere other that hanging on a cross he would not be calling out to JESUS?...NO it didn’t matter, to paradise he would go. 
There are those who would have never come to GOD if you hadn’t lost your job.

If you spouse hadn’t walked out the door on you.
Most of us came to Jesus when there was no place left to go.

SO GREAT IS THE FATHERS LOVE

Zech 9:17

 For how great is his goodness, and how great is his beauty! 

He doesn’t care why you come, just come to him.

Some come because they are weak,

Some come because they are heavy laiden,
I will give you rest

He says come unto me for I am meek and lowly.
It could be that you are just weary, or maybe your burden has become too heavy. Maybe your motives are no more noble than this. He doesn’t care, he says “come to me and I will give you rest for your souls.”

In fact we cannot approach God from a position of strength, he forbids it.
We must not approach God from a position of strength or from the spiritual high ground. Simply come to him open and honest and he will receive you.
It is what the bible calls a parable. You should keep in mind that this story is complete fiction. (fiction)


The great thing about fiction is that the story is completely subject to the teller.


He is not bound by a historical record. There is no predetermined outcome or component.�The teller is free to invent characters, plots, story lines, outcomes, as it pleases him to do so.


Jesus was the teller of this fictitious tale. He was free to ascribe to this boy any motive he chose. He could have chosen the most noble of motives to ascribe to this lad.





Jesus chose BREAD as the motive to plug in as the boys primary motive.





Now you must recognize the purpose for parables. They were not stories to entertain or to amuse, they were intended to teach something to the listeners. Each character, each event, each story line was carefully chosen in order to teach a lesson.


You can rest assured that when Jesus  assigned such a pitiful motive to this young man that it was premeditated and deliberate. 





The story leads us to believe that if the boy could have found bread anywhere else he would never have gone home.


Is this the impression Jesus intended us to take from this parable?........ABSOLUTELY








