When Are You Going To Be Happy?
1-5-05 wed. pm.
8-31-05 wed. pm. After hurricane Katrine
Eccl 7:10

10 Say not thou, What is the cause that the former days were better than these? for thou dost not inquire wisely concerning this.

Eccl 7:10 (not so international version of Whitley) Quit running around belly-aching asking “what happened to the good ole days”. It’s a stupid question.

The elders among us often view the past through rose colored glasses and imagine them as the good old days. Many of them long for the simplicity of yester-year and believe that happiness was relegated only for that time period…….many of them will tell you as much. SOLOMON SAID THIS IS NOT WISE.

When are you going to be happy? When things get back to the simple ways of the past? They never will..

The youth among us view the future as the time in which happiness is possible, 

When are you planning on being happy?

*When you get out of high school?

*College?

*Married                      
*That job or career you want?

*Have kids.

*When the kids get grown?

*When the house is paid off?

*When you get promoted?                      
 *Retire?
EVERYBODY WILL BE HAPPY OVER THERE!!!
                      WHEN??????

Prov 16:20

20 He that handleth a matter wisely shall find good: and whoso trusteth in the LORD, happy is he.

Job 5:17

17 Behold, happy is the man whom God correcteth: therefore despise not thou the chastening of the Almighty:

Psalms 144:15

15 Happy is that people, that is in such a case: yea, happy is that people, whose God is the LORD.

Psalms 146:5

5 Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in the LORD his God:

Proverbs 3:13

13 Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding.

Proverbs 16:20

20 He that handleth a matter wisely shall find good: and whoso trusteth in the LORD, happy is he.

Proverbs 28:14

14 Happy is the man that feareth alway: but he that hardeneth his heart shall fall into mischief.

Proverbs 29:18

18 Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he.

John 13:17

17 If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.

James 5:11

11 Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy.

1 Peter 3:14

14 But and if ye suffer for righteousness' sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled;

1 Peter 4:14

14 If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorified.

Your happiness is directly linked to only one thing. Your relationship with GOD
ReJoice in the LORD
*********Don’t be crucified between two thieves.**********
The thief of yesterday and the robber of tomorrow will kill today if you leave the window open for them.    

Be Happy!!.....?     Today……
The young think happiness will come tomorrow.

The old believe happiness was way back there in the past.

We need a brand new appreciation for today.

THIS IS THE DAY THE LORD HAS MADE, I WILL REJOICE AND BE GLAD IN IT.
Luke 12:16-20

16 And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully:

17 And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits?

18 And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods.

19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.
20 But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?
Every thing happened exactly like this man had hoped. His field brought forth plentifully.(bumper crop). The rain came at the perfect time, and in the perfect amounts. The insects that got everyone elses crops somehow never got around to his. Everything fell perfectly into place, the year he had always dreamed of had gone off without a hitch. The endless number off variables nessecesary for such success finally aligned perfectly. 
Where did it leave him? 

Laying awake staring at the ceiling asking what am I going to do?

He spent the last night he had on this earth worrying after he had had the best year imaginable.  God said “you idiot” you spent the last day you had in misery when you had been given every reason to be otherwise.

The donkey and the carrot….

We spend all our lives thinking just one more thing, I’m almost there, almost over the hump.

What God want us to understand is that we are already over the hump.

WE HAVE JESUS IN OUR LIVES. 
This is the half they haven’t heard

Happiness is the greatest witness we can leave this world with.
WHEN????
All it takes is a stationary high pressure system with moisture from the gulf of Mexico to mix with a cold front from the plains and your house is GONE.

When are you going to be happy? 

An earthquake 5 miles deep in the Indian Ocean 2000 miles off shore and hundreds of thousands are gone as if they never existed.

When are you going to be happy?
Some companies stock you have never heard of drops 15% due to a dishonest C.E.O. that you have never met and your job is gone.

When are you going to be happy?
Some trucker strapping down a load right now in Cleveland couldn’t sleep last night because the dog across the street wouldn’t quit barking is heading your way when it all catches up to him and his eyes fall shut and his Peterbuilt crosses the yellow line and all you ever hoped for in this world is gone.

When are you going to be happy?  

The water temperatures in the Atlantic increases 2 or 3 degrees hundreds of miles from shore and one of the world’s great cities is GONE. 

When are you going to be happy

This time last week in Biloxi Mississippi a man was stressing himself because his car got scuffed in the parking lot outside the restaurant.
Some woman in New Orleans was giving a 17 year old in a paper hat a piece of her mind because the fries were cold and they ordered the burger without pickles.

Some teenager in gulf port Mississippi was suicidal because school was starting back and she was not in the in crowd.    

We need to learn the magic word.
The word the devil hates, I believe second only to the name of Jesus.

##################  ##########  ##########

When are you going to shake off the dread and pressure this world piles on you, take a vacation day and take that son of yours to the river ?

When are you going to see clear to let go of some of those trivial things that worry you to death and “live in joy with the wife of your youth”?

When are you planning on walking into this house of God and start letting the Joy of the LORD be your strength?

When are you going to start loving your brother.
When are you going to stop abscessing over something someone else has that you don’t and start serving the Lord with gladness?
THIS IS THE DAY THE LORD HAS MADE, I WILL REJOICE AND BE GLAD IN IT.
This is the half they haven’t heard

Happiness is the greatest witness we can leave this world with.
1 Kings 10:1-8

10:1 And when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon concerning the name of the LORD, she came to prove him with hard questions.
2 And she came to Jerusalem with a very great train, with camels that bare spices, and very much gold, and precious stones: and when she was come to Solomon, she communed with him of all that was in her heart.

3 And Solomon told her all her questions: there was not any thing hid from the king, which he told her not.

4 And when the queen of Sheba had seen all Solomon's wisdom, and the house that he had built,

5 And the meat of his table, and the sitting of his servants, and the attendance of his ministers, and their apparel, and his cupbearers, and his ascent by which he went up unto the house of the LORD; there was no more spirit in her.

6 And she said to the king, It was a true report that I heard in mine own land of thy acts and of thy wisdom.

7 Howbeit I believed not the words, until I came, and mine eyes had seen it: and, behold, the half was not told me: thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeth the fame which I heard.

8 Happy are thy men, happy are these thy servants, which stand continually before thee, and that hear thy wisdom.
Oh I’ll be happy when I get this, accomplish that, own something else….. when I get over the hump

I am over the hump …I have Jesus in my life and joy in my heart..

Rejoice in the LORD
