What do you see in the dark?
6-27-06 wed. pm

Ps 61:1-3

Hear my cry, O God; attend unto my prayer.

2 From the end of the earth will I cry unto thee, when my heart is overwhelmed: lead me to the rock that is higher than I.
3 For thou hast been a shelter for me, and a strong tower from the enemy.

An overwhelmed heart is  a heart in search of something solid, something higher.
Consequently you will see things in the overwhelming moments of trial that you will not see otherwise.
Ps 23. 

1The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.

2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.

3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.

4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.  The rod and the staff mean nothing until you are in the shadow where death lurks. But they become visible and noticeable in the valley. 

5 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. There are times in our lives in which we see the things God has done fore us. It is often in the presence of opposition that we notice the table God has spread
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

I have often heard the expression “hiding in broad daylight”
Many of the greatest blessings of God never appear to you and I until it gets dark in our lives.

Rom 5:3-5

3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience;
4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope:

5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.

This is the beauty of trials, you see things differently, and you see somethings for the first time.
Isa 52:13-15

13 Behold, my servant shall deal prudently, he shall be exalted and extolled, and be very high.

14 As many were astonied at thee; his visage was so marred more than any man, and his form more than the sons of men:

15 So shall he sprinkle many nations; the kings shall shut their mouths at him: for that which had not been told them shall they see; and that which they had not heard shall they consider.

They will see things in that dark day on Calvary that they have never seen or even heard about.

Matt 27:45-54

45 Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour.

46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

47 Some of them that stood there, when they heard that, said, This man calleth for Elias.

48 And straightway one of them ran, and took a spunge, and filled it with vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave him to drink.

49 The rest said, Let be, let us see whether Elias will come to save him.

50 Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost.

51 And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent;

52 And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose,

53 And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many.

54 Now when the centurion, and they that were with him, watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and those things that were done, they feared greatly, saying, Truly this was the Son of God.

These people saw things in the dark that they had never seen in the light.

John 8:28

28 Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things.

John 12:32-33

32 And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.
33 This he said, signifying what death he should die.

Alas and did my savior bleed and did my sovereign die, would he devote that sacred head for such a worm as I?
Was it for crimes that I have done he groaned upon the tree, amazing pity, grace unknown and love beyond degree.

Well might the sun in darkness hide and shut his glories in, when Christ the mighty maker died for man the creature’s sin.

But drops of grief could ne’r repay the debt of love I owe, here lord I give myself away, tis all that I can do.

At the cross, at the cross where I first saw the light and the burdens of my heart they rolled away, it was there by faith I received my sight and now I am happy all the day.   

