WHAT IS YOUR LIFE?
James 4:13-16
13 Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will go into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain:

14 Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.
15 For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that.

16 But now ye rejoice in your boastings: all such rejoicing is evil.

1 John 2:15-17

15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.

17 And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.
There are two views of life that dominate today civilization.

1. that we are a simple result of chance, an accident of biology. That we differ from an ameba only in the complexity of our makeup and not in what we are essentially are.

2. That we are the center of everything and that we should not be denied anything, and that our amusement and gratification is the only purpose of the universe.

SO WHAT IS YOUR LIFE???

Ps 102:3

3 For my days are consumed like smoke, and my bones are burned as an hearth.

Ps 102:11-12

My days are like a shadow that declineth; and I am withered like grass.

Gen 18:27

27 And Abraham answered and said, Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord, which am but dust and ashes:

1 Peter 1:24-2:1

24 For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away:

25 But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you.

James 1:11

11 For the sun is no sooner risen with a burning heat, but it withereth the grass, and the flower thereof falleth, and the grace of the fashion of it perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade away in his ways.
Vapor is not tangible, you can not really comprehend it’s existence.

All the things in our lives which seem so substantive are in truth so volatile they may as well be a fading vapor.

Job 1:1-4

1 There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil.

2 And there were born unto him seven sons and three daughters.

3 His substance also was seven thousand sheep, and three thousand camels, and five hundred yoke of oxen, and five hundred she asses, and a very great household; so that this man was the greatest of all the men of the east.

All of this was gone in an instant. 

YOU KNOW;

Your home…a stove-maker…..2 or three degrees water temp in the middle of the atlantic and one of America’s great cities is no more.

Tornado. 

Your career.. a corrupt CEO cooks the books. Your job is gone. 

Your health…one of the billions of cells in your body inexplicably rebels …CANCER.
It is all a vapor!!

There is an up side to all this. 

As sure as all these pleasant things are just drifting vapor, it is also true that all these troubles and trials are drifting vapors.

Rom 8:18-19

18 For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.

They are so temporary, so transitory. 

SO WHAT IS SUBSTANTIVE??

1.WILL OF GOD

2. WORD OF GOD heaven and earth will pass away ..not my word.

3. Salvation  

Isa 51:6

6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look upon the earth beneath: for the heavens shall vanish away like smoke, and the earth shall wax old like a garment, and they that dwell therein shall die in like manner: but my salvation shall be for ever, and my righteousness shall not be abolished.

4. my faith is substance.
Don’t laugh at my faith and invest in the stock market, go to Vegas, buy lottery tickets ectt…  
WHAT IS MY LIFE? 
Without faith

Without his word

Without his will

Without his salvation    it is smoke utterly without substance.

Eph 2:12

12 That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world

To be without God is to be without hope. It’s pretty bleak without him.

