The house of GOD
7-9-06 sun am.

Gen 28:10-19

10 And Jacob went out from Beer-sheba, and went toward Haran.

11 And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there all night, because the sun was set; and he took of the stones of that place, and put them for his pillows, and lay down in that place to sleep.

12 And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: and behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it.

13 And, behold, the LORD stood above it, and said, I am the LORD God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed;

14 And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed.

15 And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken to thee of.

16 And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the LORD is in this place; and I knew it not.

17 And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! this is none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.

18 And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put for his pillows, and set it up for a pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it.

19 And he called the name of that place Bethel: but the name of that city was called Luz at the first.

Jacob  made clear that he did not stop there because God was there, he stated that he had no idea God was there. He stopped there rather because it was getting dark, because he needed sleep, because he was weary. 

After he stopped, made a makeshift bed, went to sleep, had a heavenly dream in which Jehovah spoke directly to him, and he awoke, THEN only did he realize that GOD was in that place.

It is as if Jacob felt that he should have known, but he didn’t.

THE TRUTH IS THAT I WAS JUST TIRED, and the sun was just going down.
I really just stumbled into this place and come to find out GOD LIVES HERE,  it is the place where God lives.

When he laid his head on that stone to sleep, he had no expectation that when he awoke, his life would be changed for ever.

He was suddenly aware that a place that had never seemed sacred before was indeed sacred. 

The truth is that Jacob still did not get it. It is as if he didn’t even hear the voice of God in his dream. 
GOD TOLD HIM “I AM WITH YOU”  it is not this place that I am interested in. It is you.  
The reason you did not know that God was in this place is because you did not know that God was with you.
The “house of God” was just the place where Jacob was when the sun went down. Where he first discovered the presence of GOD.

You may be in Church this morning but if you are not aware of the presence of God, you have not really found the HOUSE of GOD.

The house of GOD (where God lives) is the place where the sun goes down and you get still enough  and quiet enough and desperate enough to be aware that GOD IS WITH YOU. 

The truth is that there is nothing sacred about this building, this is simply the place we come and cease from all the business of the week, slow down, sing a little bit, push the pause button in our stressful demanding lives and acknowledge the ever present savior with the ever present ladder. With it’s ever present angels.

ANGELS

2 Kings 6:15-17

15 And when the servant of the man of God was risen early, and gone forth, behold, an host compassed the city both with horses and chariots. And his servant said unto him, Alas, my master! how shall we do?

16 And he answered, Fear not: for they that be with us are more than they that be with them.

17 And Elisha prayed, and said, LORD, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And the LORD opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha.

THAT IS WHY THIS IS THE HOUSE OF GOD.

Let this be the place.
Let this be the moment………..in which you stop on a dime, let the world pass by you for a while and feel after the savior that is always with you.

Why don’t you let this place be the House of God for you.

Jacob later views this event in retropect
Gen 35:1-3

35:1 And God said unto Jacob, Arise, go up to Bethel, and dwell there: and make there an altar unto God, that appeared unto thee when thou fleddest from the face of Esau thy brother.

2 Then Jacob said unto his household, and to all that were with him, Put away the strange gods that are among you, and be clean, and change your garments:

3 And let us arise, and go up to Bethel; and I will make there an altar unto God, who answered me in the day of my distress, and was with me in the way which I went.
Jacob came to know that it was not the little spot on the ground that was sacred, that just happened to be the place I happened to be when the sun went down and I stopped long enough to know that God was with ME in the way I went.

In retrospect Jacob realizes that it was not so much the spot on the ground but rather the spot where he laid.

A PSALM OF RETROSPECT

Ps 124

If it had not been the LORD who was on our side, now may Israel say;

2 If it had not been the LORD who was on our side, when men rose up against us:

3 Then they had swallowed us up quick, when their wrath was kindled against us:

4 Then the waters had overwhelmed us, the stream had gone over our soul:

5 Then the proud waters had gone over our soul.

6 Blessed be the LORD, who hath not given us as a prey to their teeth.

7 Our soul is escaped as a bird out of the snare of the fowlers: the snare is broken, and we are escaped.

8 Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth.

You did not get lucky and stumble on to the right piece of ground this morning. 

The LORD has been with  you when men rose up against you.

When their wrath was kindled against you.

When the waters had overwhelmed you.

When the stream had gone over your soul.

When the proud waters had gone over your soul.

Ps 46

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
2 Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea;

3 Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof. Selah.

4 There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God, the holy place of the tabernacles of the most High.

5 God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved: God shall help her, and that right early.

6 The heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved: he uttered his voice, the earth melted.

7 The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah.

8 Come, behold the works of the LORD, what desolations he hath made in the earth.

9 He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth; he breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear in sunder; he burneth the chariot in the fire.

10 Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth.

11 The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah.

2 Tim 4:16-17

16 At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their charge.

17 Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion.

Today please understand that God is with you, and indeed if you are filled with the Holy Ghost he lives inside you. 

This is what is sacred. You should take a moment right now to love and thank him  

The tabernacle of GOD is with men.
