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Luke 5:36

36 And he spake also a parable unto them; No man putteth a piece of a new garment upon an old; if otherwise, then both the new maketh a rent, and the piece that was taken out of the new agreeth not with the old.

Luke 5:36

36 Then Jesus used this illustration: "No one tears off a piece of a new garment to make a patch for an old one. Not only will the new garment be ruined, but the old garment will look worse with a new patch on it!

TLB
The question was this; 

The disciples of John, as well as those of the Pharisees fast and your followers do not, what’s the deal ?

Jesus answers, saying that they will fast after he was gone from their midst.

Then he told them this parable: about the garments.

The implication was clear, they were bringing in the old garment of the law (of which John and the Pharisees were observers) and asking him why he was not adding his credibility to it. Lending his influence to it.
Jesus uses this opportunity to illustrate the fact that his Gospel was not was not designed to compliment the law. He came to replace the Law. He would not allow pieces of his truth to be carved off and applied to something less powerful.

He had not come to patch up Judaism, nor to reform Judaism. He came to replace it with a brand new garment.

Christ proclaimed that he came not to destroy the law but rather to fulfill it.
He states here that applying any part of his message to the law would only further damage it, or “destroy the law”.

“Fulfilling the law” however suggests retiring the law, making it utterly obsolete.  
will not patch our lives.
We often ask him to do the same thing in our worn out and obsolete lives. We want to keep the old garments, and selectively apply Jesus to only the most detestable parts. 

We want him to cover the places in our lives that we are unsatisfied with. 

1. Marriage is in trouble.

2. Depression is stealing my joy

3. Habit is ruining my life.

4. Addiction is destroying my children…..ect….this NEVER WORKS.


Jesus is not interested in having fragments of his gospel fastened to the unregenerated.

He did not come to repair the unregenerated. His entire gospel is one of regeneration.

When the gospel is merely attached to the old garment of habit and tradition it is rendered worthless. But when one takes the old garment of sin, habit and tradition and casts it away and “puts on Christ” it becomes priceless.  
Naaman—Wanted Elisha to cure the spot on his arm. Elishe knew that his entire body was contaminated and doomed.

2 Kings 5:11

11 But Naaman went away angry and said, "I thought that he would surely come out to me and stand and call on the name of the LORD his God, wave his hand over the spot and cure me of my leprosy.(NIV)

Gen 48:10-19

10 Now the eyes of Israel were dim for age, so that he could not see. And he brought them near unto him; and he kissed them, and embraced them.

11 And Israel said unto Joseph, I had not thought to see thy face: and, lo, God hath shewed me also thy seed.

12 And Joseph brought them out from between his knees, and he bowed himself with his face to the earth.

13 And Joseph took them both, Ephraim in his right hand toward Israel's left hand, and Manasseh in his left hand toward Israel's right hand, and brought them near unto him.
14 And Israel stretched out his right hand, and laid it upon Ephraim's head, who was the younger, and his left hand upon Manasseh's head, guiding his hands wittingly; for Manasseh was the firstborn.

15 And he blessed Joseph, and said, God, before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac did walk, the God which fed me all my life long unto this day,

16 The Angel which redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads; and let my name be named on them, and the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; and let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth.

17 And when Joseph saw that his father laid his right hand upon the head of Ephraim, it displeased him: and he held up his father's hand, to remove it from Ephraim's head unto Manasseh's head.

18 And Joseph said unto his father, Not so, my father: for this is the firstborn; put thy right hand upon his head.

19 And his father refused, and said, I know it, my son, I know it: he also shall become a people, and he also shall be great: but truly his younger brother shall be greater than he, and his seed shall become a multitude of nations.




Not only is it unreasonable to ask our savior to selectively apply his grace, it is also unreasonable to expect the people around you to make an accurate assessment of Christianity based on a small swath that you have cut and sewn into an otherwise unsanctified life.


	


Attempting to add Christian principles to an unregenerated life will only add frustration and disappointment and make the tear worse.





We wander why others are repelled by Christianity. It is because we are only allowing them to be exposed to the tiny portion we chose, which only identifies us as hypocrites.  








