THE NAAMAN COMPLEX
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2 Kings 5:1-12

1 Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man with his master, and honourable, because by him the LORD had given deliverance unto Syria: he was also a mighty man in valour, but he was a leper.

2 And the Syrians had gone out by companies, and had brought away captive out of the land of Israel a little maid; and she waited on Naaman's wife.

3 And she said unto her mistress, Would God my lord were with the prophet that is in Samaria! for he would recover him of his leprosy.

4 And one went in, and told his lord, saying, Thus and thus said the maid that is of the land of Israel.

5 And the king of Syria said, Go to, go, and I will send a letter unto the king of Israel. And he departed, and took with him ten talents of silver, and six thousand pieces of gold, and ten changes of raiment.

6 And he brought the letter to the king of Israel, saying, Now when this letter is come unto thee, behold, I have therewith sent Naaman my servant to thee, that thou mayest recover him of his leprosy.

7 And it came to pass, when the king of Israel had read the letter, that he rent his clothes, and said, Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man doth send unto me to recover a man of his leprosy? wherefore consider, I pray you, and see how he seeketh a quarrel against me.

8 And it was so, when Elisha the man of God had heard that the king of Israel had rent his clothes, that he sent to the king, saying, Wherefore hast thou rent thy clothes? let him come now to me, and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel.

9 So Naaman came with his horses and with his chariot, and stood at the door of the house of Elisha.

10 And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean.

11 But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said, Behold, I thought, He will surely come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of the LORD his God, and strike his hand over the place, and recover the leper.

12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? may I not wash in them, and be clean? So he turned and went away in a rage.

It appears as though Naaman mis-interpreted the command of the prophet.

It seems as though he thought Elisha was suggesting that he not wash in the rivers of Damascus, Abana and Pharpher.

People are never more defensive than when they are talking to the preacher.

It seems folks insist on reading between the lines a little too much. 

I think perhaps it is not because he is a preacher but that the conversation is presumed religious. And religion is by far the most defensive subject you can broach. 

If you were wandering “What I meant by that” I probably meant exactly what I said. There were likely no hidden messages, no insinuations, or judgmental overtones.   

Tell of the time you offered to buy a young lady a new dress.

Elisha was not commenting on the water quality of any other body of water. He was only telling him to dip in the Jordan. He was not suggesting that Naaman avoid the Phapher or that he never be seen near the Abana again.
It is evident that it was not the act of washing that Naaman had a problem with. The problem seemed to be that he felt as though some judgement of his country and home was being passed. 
Naaman was captain of the army of Syria. 

Damascus was and to my knowledge still is the capital city of Syria.

Somehow Naaman took this simple command as an affront to his homeland. HE LEFT IN A RAGE.

ARE YOU TELLING ME MY GRANNY WENT TO HELL?

NO!

I am making no judgment on your granny and how could you make that leap of logic. 

It appears that by and large folks don’t have a problem with baptism, rather it is the name of Jesus that is offensive to many.

The difference between Naaman and his granny is that he just received a direct command.

When I preach the gospel into your life, I am not making a judgment on your religious background, we are not making judgements on your family or your home. 

I vowed to God to preach his word as accurately and as proportionatly as I am able to do.    
Our goal here is to do something about that LEPROSY that is eating away at the lives of men women and young people.

I have no other agenda.

This church has no other agenda.

Please do not take offence to anything preached or taught from the scripture. It is not being said in order to insult or demean only to help you become free of that LEPROSY and if you  see it in the scripture you would be wise to incorporate it into your life.

It will save your life. 
John 9:28-34

28 Then they reviled him, and said, Thou art his disciple; but we are Moses' disciples.

29 We know that God spake unto Moses: as for this fellow, we know not from whence he is.

30 The man answered and said unto them, Why herein is a marvellous thing, that ye know not from whence he is, and yet he hath opened mine eyes.

31 Now we know that God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a worshipper of God, and doeth his will, him he heareth.

32 Since the world began was it not heard that any man opened the eyes of one that was born blind.

33 If this man were not of God, he could do nothing.

34 They answered and said unto him, Thou wast altogether born in sins, and dost thou teach us? And they cast him out.

They were arguing with a man who was blind in an attempt to discredit the event. That is a hard thing to do when the man can see for the first day in his life.

Jesus was not making a judgment on Moses or the Pharicees themselves, rather he was just opening the eyes of the blind.

It would have been much more convenient to have just left the man BLIND. 

Often people are more comfortable with their desease than they are with the cure and we can’t help that.
