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TASTE

7-8-07 sun.am. 7-15-07 sun. am.
Ps 34:8

 O taste and see that the LORD is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in him.

Experience 

The conviction of the Holy Ghost is not just a religious term.

IT IS AN EXPERIENCE.

Humble, Holy Repentance is not a procedure.

IT IS AN EXPERIENCE.

Baptism in Jesus’ name is not a hollow sacrament. 

IT IS AN EXPERIENCE.

The glorious infilling of the Holy Ghost is not imputed upon the repetition of some mythical sinners prayer.

IT IS AN EXPERIENCE.

God is an experience. That is undeniable. To think for a moment that he can be perceived intellectually is the height of arrogance.

We like Jacob must get down in the dirt and experience him. It is not always dignified; it is not always proper religious etiquette. It is gritty, it is guttural and most of all, it is REAL. 

We sometimes limp away as Jacob did, with his disjointed hip, to never walk the same again. To never live the same again. 

We are living in a world that is spiritually clueless. 

This is a world that must first apply its intellect.

God must pass the eye test before we will even consider a TASTE.

John 3:3-8

3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.

4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born?

5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.

8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit.

There is a precedent for accepting and believing things that you do not fully understand.

Not only do we accept the wind, we adjust our lives to it.

1. We harness its energy with windmills.

2. We for centuries have gathered it in sails in order to navigate the oceans.

As children we felt it pulling on the string as we flew our kites. It never occurred to us to argue the existence or the power of the wind. 

We couldn’t see it, we did not know where it was coming from, or where it was going, but we experienced the pull often enough to let us know that it is real. 

Matt 11:28-29

28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.

29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.

Becoming “yoked” with him is first then you can “learn of  him”.

The intellectual hunger to know God  can only be satisfied within the most intimate of spiritual relationships with him.

1 Cor 2:9-14

9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.

10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.

11 For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.

12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God.

13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.

14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.
Experience comes before knowledge. It always has.  

This is what the Bible calls FAITH.  

Go find a world renowned botanist. He did not decide arbitrarily one day to learn all he could about flowers and plant life. 

It started one day with the velvety texture of a rose between his fingers. It started one day when that heavenly aroma of the spring rose flooded his senses.  IT STARTED WITH AN EXPERIENCE! 

He was hooked by the experience. 

Human beings are given five senses. 

1. sight……..you can see from miles away ..TV.
2. hearing ….You can hear from miles away…telephone.
3. smelling…generally you must be a little closer to smell.
4. feeling…...you can feel something within arms reach.
5. tasting .. in order to taste you must be as close as you can get.
I have listed these in order, beginning with the least personal, least intimate to the most personal and intimate. 
Our text said TASTE then you can SEE.

We know these words are metaphors for experience and knowledge.

If we will receive him in the most intimate way, only then can we perceive him in an intellectual way.

We make a mistake by trying to argue someone into knowing God. Because the natural man cannot perceive the things of God.

It is not productive to argue creation with an evolutionist.

To argue God’s existence with a sceptic.

To argue God’s love with an agnostic.

The only way we can ever know GOD is to experience him first.  

2 Cor 4:6

6 For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
I have no trouble believing that God said at the dawn of creation” let there be light because I have seen him do it inside me.
PART II
7-15-07 sun.am
REVIEW

1. sight

2. hearing

3. smell

4. feeling

5. taste  …..is the most intimate of the senses. It requires you to actually take something inside of you.

Taste and then see. These are metaphors for experience then know. 
GOD is a discovery not an invention.
The lions share of your faith is experiential. 

John 16:12-13
 I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.

13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.

Jesus is telling them here that the intellectual understanding will not come until the Holy Ghost gets inside of you. You will not get all the information up front. This is why we call it a “WALK WITH GOD”  not a walk toward GOD, or a walk because of GOD, or a walk about GOD, it is primarily a walk with GOD.  (yoked)
So if you are window shopping for faith and religion, good luck.

Jesus throws out the proposition that you have to purchase first then I will show myself to you.

He will not be subjected to the scrutiny of the carnal mind 
The carnal mind is not subject to the laws of GOD neither indeed can be.

2 Cor. 2:14

14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.
Paul wrote to timothy about people who;
2 Tim 3:5-7

5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.

6 For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts,

7 Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.

.

John 14:6

6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

We are in the information age, we have become a generation of discerning buyers. 

People want a consumer report on God, before they buy.
That is not how it works.

We are in an age where people are long on knowledge, short on experience. I am thankful for all the “information Technology” out there but If I never know a blackberry from a blue tooth I want experience in my life.

Jn.9  I don’t know, but I was blind, now I see.
Jn. Chapter 9

The Pharisees made every attempt to take this man who had received the great touch of God in his life and reassimulate him back into their religion.

One thing I know, I was blind now I see.
You can say what you want ot about me. You can say what you want to about him, but I was blind and you can’t change that. I now can see and you can’t change that. 
They cast him out.

CAST ME OUT!!

Once you felt the hands of Jesus don’t ever go back.
Hear the voice of Jesus and you will never be the same.
Jesus came to him and asked him “do you believe in the son of God?”

Who is he? (I don’t know anything about theology)

 He is speaking with you now. 

The man fell and worshipped. 

If Jesus had said the same thing to him  the day before, I suspect his response would not have been the same. 

The theology alone would not have had the same effect.

He recognized the voice, the touch. 

He connected the dots.  His experience fit the theology and made it undeniable. 

The experience was the crucial element in the episode. 
If your salvation came off the t.v. set.
Through the repetition of some conjured prayer

Or from the back of a tract, you have been cheated.

It’s real, it’s real, I know it’s real this Pentecostal blessing and I know, I know it’s real.  

Matt 11:28-29


28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.


29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.





come


take my yoke


learn of me 








We watch sports we don’t play them.


We watch  travel channel never go anywhere


We think we can gather enough information about God to know him. NOT SO.





We must Taste to see


We must come and take his yoke in order to learn.








