Story time --- Rizpah

Review the story of Abner and joab as it relates to Abner and Rizpah as well as the accident in which Mephibosheth was injured and became lame.
Josh 9:1-10:1

 When the kings of the surrounding area heard what had happened to Jericho, they quickly combined their armies to fight for their lives against Joshua and the Israelis. These were the kings of the nations west of the Jordan River, along the shores of the Mediterranean as far north as the Lebanon mountains-the 
Hittites,
Amorites, 
Canaanites, 
Perizzites, 
Hivites,  
Jebusites. 

But when the people of Gibeon heard what had happened to Jericho and Ai, they resorted to trickery to save themselves.
 They sent ambassadors to Joshua wearing worn-out clothing, as though from a long journey, with patched shoes, weatherworn saddlebags on their donkeys, old, patched wineskins and dry, moldy bread.
 When they arrived at the camp of Israel at Gilgal, they told Joshua and the men of Israel, "We have come from a distant land to ask for a peace treaty with you." 

 The Israelis replied to these Hivites, "How do we know you don't live nearby? For if you do, we cannot make a treaty with you." 

They replied, "We will be your slaves."

"But who are you?" Joshua demanded. "Where do you come from?" 

They told him, "We are from a very distant country; we have heard of the might of the Lord your God and of all that he did in Egypt,  and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites-Sihon, king of Heshbon, and Og, king of Bashan. 
Immediately after the walls of Jericho fell,  the Israelites went on a tare. They did not bother to ask God what to do, they just went on to the next conquest. What they did not know was that when the Jericho walls fell and the Israelites were sweeping through in victory a man among them named Achan saw some gold and silver, and some fancy coats. So he grabbed them up and hid them, even though they had been commanded by God to spare nothing.

God was not happy with that development.

They went to another city called Ai.  They lost that battle because of Achan. 
They went back to camp. Then they asked God what’s up? 

God told Joshua that someone had violated his command and that was the problem.

Joshua started searching and under the tent of Achan they found the contraband. 

They went again against Ai and overcame it easily.

Then they just wiped out city after city and were unstoppable.  

 So the Gibeonite visitors told Joshua that their leaders and our people instructed us, 'Prepare for a long journey; go to the people of Israel and declare our nation to be their servants, and ask for peace.' 
 This bread was hot from the ovens when we left, but now as you see, it is dry and moldy;  these wineskins were new, but now they are old and cracked; our clothing and shoes have become worn out from our long, hard trip." 

 Joshua and the other leaders finally believed them. They did not bother to ask the Lord but went ahead and signed a peace treaty. 
And the leaders of Israel ratified the agreement with a binding oath. 

 Three days later the facts came out-these men were close neighbors.  
The Israeli army set out at once to investigate and reached their cities in three days. (The names of the cities were Gibeon, Chephirah, Beeroth, and Kiriath-jearim.)
 But the cities were not harmed because of the vow which the leaders of Israel had made before the Lord God. The people of Israel were angry with their leaders because of the peace treaty. 

 But the leaders replied, "We have sworn before the Lord God of Israel that we will not touch them, and we won't.  We must let them live, for if we break our oath, the wrath of Jehovah will be upon us." 

 So they became servants of the Israelis, chopping their wood and carrying their water. 

 Joshua summoned their leaders and demanded, "Why have you lied to us by saying that you lived in a distant land, when you were actually living right here among us?  Now a curse shall be upon you! From this moment you must always furnish us with servants to chop wood and carry water for the service of our God." 

 They replied, "We did it because we were told that Jehovah instructed his disciple Moses to conquer this entire land and destroy all the people living in it. So we feared for our lives because of you; that is why we have done it.  But now we are in your hands; you may do with us as you wish." 

 So Joshua would not allow the people of Israel to kill them,  but they became woodchoppers and water-carriers for the people of Israel and for the altar of the Lord-wherever it would be built (for the Lord hadn't yet told them where to build it). This arrangement is still in force at the time of this writing. 

Saul became king of Israel ----- years later, he took it upon himself to wipe out the Gibeonites.
2 Sam 21:1-12

 There was a famine during David's reign that lasted year after year for three years, and David spent much time in prayer about it. 
Then the Lord said, "The famine is because of the guilt of Saul and his family, for they murdered the Gibeonites." 

 So King David called the Gibeonites. They were not part of Israel but were what was left of the nation of the Amorites. Israel had sworn not to kill them; but Saul, in his nationalistic zeal, had tried to wipe them out. 

 David asked them, "What can I do for you to rid ourselves of this guilt and to induce you to ask God to bless us?" 

Money won't do it," the Gibeonites replied, "and we don't want to see Israelites executed in revenge."

"What can I do, then?" David asked. "Just tell me and I will do it for you." 

 "Well, then," they said, we can’t have Saul, he’s dead so “give us seven of Saul's sons-the sons of the man who did his best to destroy us. We will hang them before the Lord in Gibeon, the city of King Saul."

"All right," the king said, "I will do it." 

 He spared Jonathan's son Mephibosheth, (the lame one) who was Saul's grandson, because of the oath between himself and Jonathan. 
1 Sam 20:11-17

11 "Come out to the field with me," Jonathan replied. And they went out there together. 

12 Then Jonathan told David, "I promise by the Lord God of Israel that about this time tomorrow, or the next day at the latest, I will talk to my father about you and let you know at once how he feels about you. 13 If he is angry and wants you killed, then may the Lord kill me if I don't tell you, so you can escape and live. May the Lord be with you as he used to be with my father. 14 And remember, you must demonstrate the love and kindness of the Lord not only to me during my own lifetime, 15 but also to my children after the Lord has destroyed all of your enemies." 

16 So Jonathan made a covenant with the family of David, and David swore to it with a terrible curse against himself and his descendants, should he be unfaithful to his promise. 17 But Jonathan made David swear to it again, this time by his love for him, for he loved him as much as he loved himself. 
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But he gave them Saul's two sons Armoni and Mephibosheth, whose mother was Rizpah,(The woman that Abner laid with)  the daughter of Aiah. He also gave them the five adopted sons of Michal that she brought up for Saul's daughter Merab, the wife of Adriel. 
 The men of Gibeon impaled them on long staves on top of the mountain before the Lord. 
So all seven of them died together at the beginning of the barley harvest. 

 Then Rizpah, the mother of two of the men, spread sackcloth upon a rock and stayed there through the entire harvest season to prevent the vultures from tearing at their bodies during the day and the wild animals from eating them at night. 
 When David learned what she had done, he arranged for the men's bones to be buried in the grave of Saul's father, Kish. 
At the same time he sent a request to the men of Jabesh-gilead, asking them to bring him the bones of Saul and Jonathan. They had stolen their bodies from the public square at Beth-shan where the Philistines had impaled them after they had died in battle on Mount Gilboa. So their bones were brought to him. Then at last God answered prayer and ended the famine. 
MORAL OF STORY;
1. You become a prisoner of your own words. 

God originally commanded the Israelites to destroy the Gibeonites, but they made a treaty with them. God held them to their words, even though the agreement was made under through the deception of 
Israel.

2. It pays to consult with God and his word before you make major                                                                                                                                        decisions.
James 4:13-17

13 Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will go into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain:

14 Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.

15 For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that.

16 But now ye rejoice in your boastings: all such rejoicing is evil.

