SINNERS IN THE HANDS OF AN INTOLERANT GOD

God “winked” at ignorance. But today demands repentance.

He has appeared in order to put away sin.

The new testament has not suddenly become more tolerant, the opposite is true. God has become more intolerant than ever.   
Acts 17:22-31

22 Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars' hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all things ye are too superstitious.

23 For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you.

24 God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands;

25 Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things;

26 And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation;

27 That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us:

28 For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring.

29 Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and man's device.

30 And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent:
31 Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.

Acts 17:24-31

24 "He made the world and everything in it, and since he is Lord of heaven and earth, he doesn't live in man-made temples; 25 and human hands can't minister to his needs-for he has no needs! He himself gives life and breath to everything, and satisfies every need there is. 26 He created all the people of the world from one man, Adam, and scattered the nations across the face of the earth. He decided beforehand which should rise and fall, and when. He determined their boundaries. 

27 "His purpose in all of this is that they should seek after God, and perhaps feel their way toward him and find him-though he is not far from any one of us. 28 For in him we live and move and are! As one of your own poets says it, 'We are the sons of God.' 29 If this is true, we shouldn't think of God as an idol made by men from gold or silver or chipped from stone. 30 God tolerated man's past ignorance about these things, but now he commands everyone to put away idols and worship only him. 31 For he has set a day for justly judging the world by the man he has appointed, and has pointed him out by bringing him back to life again." 

TLB

Heb 10:26-31

26 For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,

27 But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries.

28 He that despised Moses' law died without mercy under two or three witnesses:

29 Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?

30 For we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people.

31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

Paul states that the law was the “school master” which taught us what sin was. That was its’ purpose, it was never intended to take care of the sin issue. 

God was actually more tolerant of sin then than he is now. He allowed man to exist in their sin under the law for 1500 years. Their was never an attempt made to illiminate sin, only to show us how he felt about it and to let us know what it was . 

But he came to take it away. 

To put away sin. 

And he commands that we repent. Turn from that sin. 

Now that a cure has been provided sins’ existence in your life is less tolerable than ever before.

Titus 2:11-12

11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,

12 Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world;

Jude 3-4

3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.

4 For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.

God’s grace is effective only to the degree to which we are willing to depart from our sin. 

Grace is the cure for sin, 

The ark made drowning a choice. 
In centuries past, before the days of indoor plumbing and before the readily accessible water supply we know today was available people covered themselves with perfumes.

Their baths were infrequent. Their odors were pungent. There was no a/c either. People used copious amounts of perfume in order to mask their terrible odors. So there they went down the street smelling like sweat, cow manure, smoke from the old stove in the house, the pig pen and the horse they rode in on and an overpowering  perfume that would turn your stomach. That was just the way it was. PEOPLE STUNK.   

It was not uncommon  nor was it particularly frowned upon.

THEN CAME RUNNING WATER. It suddenly became detestable it today is intolerable to walk around stinking. 
If you stink today it is because you want to stink. You chose to stink. 

John 3:19

19 And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.

Grace is not a perfume to make your sin palatable, it is the cleansing water that make them inexcusable.

Grace is not God’s softening toward our sins, it is the “running water” which makes our sins inexcusable.  

