The Presumption Of The Prevaling Culture
Daniel 3:1 Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, whose height was sixty cubits and its width six cubits. He set it up in the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon. 2 And King Nebuchadnezzar sent word to gather together the satraps, the administrators, the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the judges, the magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces, to come to the dedication of the image which King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 3 So the satraps, the administrators, the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the judges, the magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces gathered together for the dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up; and they stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 4 Then a herald cried aloud: "To you it is commanded, O peoples, nations, and languages, 5 that at the time you hear the sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, and psaltery, in symphony with all kinds of music, you shall fall down and worship the gold image that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up; 6 and whoever does not fall down and worship shall be cast immediately into the midst of a burning fiery furnace." 7 So at that time, when all the people heard the sound of the horn, flute, harp, and lyre, in symphony with all kinds of music, all the people, nations, and languages fell down and worshiped the gold image which King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 8 Therefore at that time certain Chaldeans came forward and accused the Jews. 9 They spoke and said to King Nebuchadnezzar, "O king, live forever!  <12> There are certain Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego; these men, O king, have not paid due regard to you. They do not serve your gods or worship the gold image which you have set up." 13 Then Nebuchadnezzar, in rage and fury, gave the command to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego. So they brought these men before the king. 14 Nebuchadnezzar spoke, saying to them, "Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the gold image which I have set up? 15 Now if you are ready at the time you hear the sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, and psaltery, in symphony with all kinds of music, and you fall down and worship the image which I have made, good! But if you do not worship, you shall be cast immediately into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. And who is the god who will deliver you from my hands?" 16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego answered and said to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter. 17 If that is the case, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us from your hand, O king. 18 But if not, let it be known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods, nor will we worship the gold image which you have set up." 
Daniel, the prophet of God, had dreamed a dream, of a great image.  
Daniel 2: 32 This image's head was of fine gold, his breast and his arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass, 33 His legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay.
Daniel told Nebuchadnezzar that the vision was of the progression of world kingdoms.   Babylon was the head of gold.

· The chest and arms represented the Medo-Persian empire that would succeed Babylon.   The Medes and the Persians formed a coalition to conquer Babylon and succeeded during the reign of Belshazzar.  

· The Medo-Persian empire continued until 334 BC, when it was overtaken by the newly formed Grecian empire.  The belly and thighs of brass.  

· Even the most rudimentary student of history and prophecy can tell what global empire succeeded the Grecian Empire. 

· The legs of iron represent the Roman empire.  By 63 BC the unified Roman Empire had succeeded the Grecian empire.  The prophetic tones of the dream are startlingly accurate.  Rome was stronger than all preceding empires, that is why it is represented by iron.  

· Rome fell in 476 AD, however her influence in world government and religion are felt to this day. 

· That is why you see the feet of clay, mixed with iron.  

· The old Roman Empire will never be revived but within its former territory ten rulers will form a confederation (ten toes) EU?  

In His arrogance Nebuchadnezzar determined to rewrite the future.   So he has a great image made which resembled the image of his dream.   But this one is made entirely of gold.   The message could not be clearer; I don’t care what your God has said, I am going to build a kingdom that will last forever.   What Nebuchadnezzar is attempting to do is to circumvent and thwart the purpose and plan of God.   And he drags every nation that is under his rule onto the plain of Dura, he was the world power of the age.  The plan is simple.   Music will play and every person on the plain of Dura will collapse before the image…
They will bow & worship Nebuchadnezzar’s vision of the future. 

They will bow & worship the idea that Nebuchadnezzar has more control over the future than God.  

They will not only worship but they will serve <vs 12> the image.  They will work to bring Nebuchadnezzar’s vision to pass.
Considering the arrogance Nebuchadnezzar shows to God I don’t know why I am angered by the same presumption toward people.   But in this disturbing scene on the plain of Dura I find one statement appalling…
 VS. 5 You shall fall down and worship.

It never occurs to Nebuchadnezzar and all his little sycophants that anyone would dare and defy him.   It never crossed their mind that anything but blind obedience would be the order of the day.  

There is no request…please fall down…
There is no suggestion…maybe you will want to fall down…

There is no hint of doubt…perhaps you will fall down…
There is an incredibly offensive presumption that all we have to do is play the right music at the right time and you spineless, will-less, weak people will have a Pavlovian response, and your knees will buckle, and without hesitation, without thought, without a murmur of protest, you are going to worship and even serve this image.  

Nebuchadnezzar is long dead and all but forgotten.  The golden image rusted away.  Babylon is no more.  The succession of kingdoms prophesied by Daniel has happened EXACTLY as it was foretold.   However that same spirit of presumption loosed on the world by Nebuchadnezzar is alive and well, and manifests itself in a  million different ways.  And for the most part the response of humanity is not all that different from the assembled masses on that dusty plain.   

The command goes out, the music plays, and the knees of men and women buckle, and we worship and serve without a second thought.  

VS. 5 You shall fall down orders the prevailing culture, and we collapse like a wet paper bag.  Not only is it presumed and expected that we will worship the vision of the future given us, but we will serve to bring it to pass.  
You Shall we are ordered, and there is an arrogant presumption in the prevailing culture that assumes we will obey blindly. I don’t know about you, but it just kind of ticks me off that it never occurs to the culture that my knees will not buckle.  And for the most part that arrogant presumption is not without cause.  

You Shall be obsessed with material wealth.  And so we are…and so we do.  We worship stuff and we serve things.  We adore the image and slavishly work to make the cultures vision come to pass.   Working longer to buy more.  We just worship and serve. 
You Shall…   
Be entertained by things that turn Gods stomach.  And we sit in front of the screen, and laugh, and are mesmerized, even envious of what offends God.
Celebrate and embrace deviant lifestyles and stomach churning sin.  

<Firemen in San Diego> And our knees buckle and we don’t say a word
Live in fear.
Buy a new car every three years, a new house every five, and more stuff than you need in a lifetime until you are so in debt you cannot see the light of day.

Have no regard for the vow you made before God and man.  

Be immoral and promiscuous.

Be unhappy and depressed and anxious and worried.
The culture commands, the music plays and like billions of dominos humanities knees buckle and we collapse in worship and kill ourselves to serve.  We break out health worshipping and serving, we gain the world and lose our souls bowing before the image.  <This image is a vision of the future other than Gods>   WE rip our families apart worshipping and serving.  And it never occurs to the prevailing powers that our knees will not buckle and we will not bow.   And that is what has me so disturbed today. 

I know the spirit of Nebuchadnezzar lives and I know the command goes you….You Shall…and I know the music plays…
But what I wonder is…does the spirit of Shadrac, MeShac, and Abed-Ne-Go still live?  There among the hundreds of thousands of bowed bodies stood three men, conspicuous in their refusal to bow.   And to the presumptuous command they gave the perfect response.  

You Shall…..We will NOT!
The majority will always bow.   But there are a people...  
I Peter 2:9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:
Matthew 5:14 Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.
You need to understand something.  If you think you can be part of the Kingdom of God and blend into the culture at large you are sadly mistaken.   We are very specifically called to look Nebuchadnezzar in the eye and say WE WILL NOT!
You don’t think we face the same thing in our age?

Either Peter plagiarized Jude, or vice versa, because II Peter 2 and the book of Jude are essentially the same writing.   The words were written to warn us of apostasy and the evil that will try to permeate the church at the end of the age.  We are warned of evil teachers who will infiltrate the church…
Listen to this…

II Peter 2:3 And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: 10 Presumptuous are they…

They will play on your greed and if they succeed they will decimate you.  And they are so presumptuous it never occurs to them that you will not bow. 

Presumptuous are they…

That angers me on deep level.   They don’t think there is anybody that will not bow.  It never occurs to them that when the music plays anyone will remain standing on what they believe.  
They are mistaken.  God has always had a remnant.

When the whole world was evil Noah stood up and was the sole voice of righteousness to a generation.
He had three on the plains of Dura. 

Moses decided he would rather be a slave with Gods people than bow before the pantheon of Egypt.
Elijah thought everyone had caved…

Romans 11:4  But what saith the answer of God unto him? I have reserved to myself seven thousand men, who have not bowed the knee to the image of Baal. 5 Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant…
Everyone has not caved, everyone is not worshipping and slaving for a godless vision of the future.   There is a people that has looked the image in the eye and in response to the command YOU SHALL have responded WE WILL NOT.
Recruiting For The Remnant
I am not trying to change the culture, I am looking for men, women, and young people, who will look the culture in the eye and say we will not…
I am recruiting for the remnant, looking for some people who are a little outraged that it is assumed that we will blindly adhere and obey, and every time they are confronted by an image that is not of God they will say….we….will….not…

<NEBU….>  If your knees fail to buckle for the slightest second there is outrage at your intolerance and your bigotry and your meanness.  It is time for the indignation of the remnant to surpass the arrogance and the presumption of the culture. 

The whole purpose of that image was to not leave them any options.  It was to persuade them that there was no alternative, no other future.  But I believe that when it is all said and done there is rock coming, who will crush that image, and grow, and fill the whole earth.  
I know we are told that it is inevitable.   That everyone does this.  That there really is no other way to live.   If it is all the same I will just wait until Jesus shows up.  I am offended by the presumption…

Kids are going to have sex…   Really?   

So when the command YOU SHALL is given, my response will be…WE WILL NOT. 

YOU SHALL be immoral and amoral…WE WILL NOT.

YOU SHALL be silent in the face of perversion and evil….WE WILL NOT.

YOU SHALL be silent about sin…WE WILL NOT
YOU SHALL let your sons be feminized by the philosophy of the age…WE WILL NOT

YOU SHALL dress your 14 year old like a little stripper…WE WILL NOT.

YOU SHALL sit by silently while kids are sexualized by the pop culture… WE WILL NOT.

If more parents were willing to look their little darling in the eye, and say sweetie….YOU WILL NOT…more kids would in turn look the culture in the eye and say…I WILL NOT.   My parents didn’t give me a choice.  You do it I will kill you.   I am not saying I didn’t want to.  I feared the wrath of Patricia more than I desired the charms of any young lady I encountered.  Its easier for kids to say we will not when they know mom and dad have their back.   
Let me take it a step further.  When the church is willing to say WE WILL NOT it helps Christians be a little bolder.   But the church is just busy tripping over itself to accommodate the culture. Syncretism.  Pop psychology passing as gospel.   An unwillingness to challenge any one, to accommodate everyone.   <Saul…consenting…breathing out threatenings and slaughter….what we consent to today we will participate tomorrow>  In my lifetime I have seen entire denominations go from denouncing things to ordaining them.     WE WILL NOT:
Dilute this gospel.

Embrace immorality. 

Tone down our worship because others find it offensive.

Eliminate parts of truth that are challenging, discomfiting, at odds with the culture.  
The world will stick its head in the door of the church and say…YOU SHALL…and there needs to be a roar in response…WE WILL NOT.

The strength of the church lies in our ability to say NO.  <Secret of Samsons strength was not his Nazarite vow.  / Lion it was in his ability to say no to Delilah.>  

Passive resistance is not enough.  BE IT KNOWN UNTO THEE <vs 18>  And when we do that God will not abandon us.   

God showed up in the furnace for these men.  II Peter:  God delivered Noah.   God delivered Lot when he was the only righteous man in Sodom.  

 II Peter 2:9 The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished:
As long as the church sticks to its guns God will be there for us.  

There is an expected Pavlovian response out of you.   Instead there needs to be an automatic resistance.  <you shall….we will not>

Romans 12:2
