PRAY FOR ME THAT I GO ALL THE WAY
7-30-06 sun. am.
Luke 14:25-32

25 And there went great multitudes with him: and he turned, and said unto them,

26 If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.

27 And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple.

28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it?

29 Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him, You will make a mockery of it all. You will not only fail, you will influence others.  
30 Saying, This man began to build, and was not able to finish.

31 Or what king, going to make war against another king, Christ likened it to war, you don’t go start a war, unless you are willing to do what it takes to win.  sitteth not down first, and consulteth whether he be able with ten thousand to meet him that cometh against him with twenty thousand?

32 Or else, while the other is yet a great way off, he sendeth an ambassage, and desireth conditions of peace.
Christ equated following him to these two things.

Constructing a tower.

Starting a war.

In both scenarios Christ council is “DO NOT START” unless you are willing to go all the way.

I, like you have often presented Christ as the desperate savior just begging people to follow him. This is not necessarily the image he wants presented.

He wants you to follow him. That is true, but he want you to be sure from the outset that you will finish your course that you will fight the fight and that you will keep the faith.

GOD HATES BACKSLIDING-

Heb 10:35-39

35 Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence of reward.

36 For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise.

37 For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry.

38 Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him.

39 But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of the soul.

Heb 10:35-39

35 So do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded. 36 You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you will receive what he has promised. 37 For in just a very little while, 

"He who is coming will come and will not delay. 

38 But my righteous one will live by faith. 

And if he shrinks back, I will not be pleased with him."   

39 But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who believe and are saved. (from New International Version)

Moses- Following God will get you into trouble.
Ex 4:1-7

4:1 And Moses answered and said, But, behold, they will not believe me, nor hearken unto my voice: for they will say, The LORD hath not appeared unto thee.

2 And the LORD said unto him, What is that in thine hand? And he said, A rod.

3 And he said, Cast it on the ground. And he cast it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses fled from before it.

4 And the LORD said unto Moses, Put forth thine hand, and take it by the tail. And he put forth his hand, and caught it, and it became a rod in his hand:

5 That they may believe that the LORD God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath appeared unto thee.

6 And the LORD said furthermore unto him, Put now thine hand into thy bosom. And he put his hand into his bosom: and when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous as snow.

7 And he said, Put thine hand into thy bosom again. And he put his hand into his bosom again; and plucked it out of his bosom, and, behold, it was turned again as his other flesh.

God illustrated to Moses in both of these lessons that obeying God half way will kill you.

If you are not willing to continue and complete the journey, then please don’t start.

If you are not going to GO ALL THE WAY you are just provoking the enemy.

These lessons proved useful in the days that followed.

Moses learned in his first encounter with God that I’d better be wiling to follow through in my obedience.

DAVID-

He knew that this monster had one thing on his mind.

This massive man is a killer, he is not to be trifled with.

David committed to victory.

1 Sam 17:41-51

41 And the Philistine came on and drew near unto David; and the man that bare the shield went before him.

42 And when the Philistine looked about, and saw David, he disdained him: for he was but a youth, and ruddy, and of a fair countenance.

43 And the Philistine said unto David, Am I a dog, that thou comest to me with staves? And the Philistine cursed David by his gods.

44 And the Philistine said to David, Come to me, and I will give thy flesh unto the fowls of the air, and to the beasts of the field.

45 Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield: but I come to thee in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied.

46 This day will the LORD deliver thee into mine hand; and I will smite thee, and take thine head from thee; and I will give the carcases of the host of the Philistines this day unto the fowls of the air, and to the wild beasts of the earth; that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel.

47 And all this assembly shall know that the LORD saveth not with sword and spear: for the battle is the LORD's, and he will give you into our hands.

48 And it came to pass, when the Philistine arose, and came and drew nigh to meet David, that David hasted, and ran toward the army to meet the Philistine.

49 And David put his hand in his bag, and took thence a stone, and slang it, and smote the Philistine in his forehead, that the stone sunk into his forehead; and he fell upon his face to the earth.

50 So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and with a stone, and smote the Philistine, and slew him; but there was no sword in the hand of David.

51 Therefore David ran, and stood upon the Philistine, and took his sword, and drew it out of the sheath thereof, and slew him, and cut off his head therewith. And when the Philistines saw their champion was dead, they fled.

David’s every action spoke of his commitment to victory.

Eccl 7:88 Better is the end of a thing than the beginning thereof: and the patient in spirit is better than the proud in spirit.
Phil 1:3-6

3 I thank my God upon every remembrance of you,

4 Always in every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy,

5 For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now;

6 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:

I have faltered, I have wavered, 

PRAY FOR ME THAT I GO ALL THE WAY WITH HIM.  
God told Moses to go to Pharaoh and tell him to let my people Go. 


So he goes to Pharaoh and says let my people Go.


 


Pharaoh laughs and says nope! 


In fact I am going to increase their work load. Now they must gather their own straw as well as do all the other jobs they have been doing, and brick production cannot drop at all.





Hold it, I did what God said to do and things have only gotten worse.


So now obviously it is time to turn around and do something else.





Then he remembers the time he obeyed God and contracted leprosy.


He recalled the time he obeyed God and was in danger of being bitten by a deadly snake.   








