ONLY THE POTTER
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Jer 18:1-6

The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying,

2 Arise, and go down to the potter's house, and there I will cause thee to hear my words.

3 Then I went down to the potter's house, and, behold, he wrought a work on the wheels.

4 And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of the potter: so he made it again another vessel, as seemed good to the potter to make it.
5 Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying,

6 O house of Israel, cannot I do with you as this potter? saith the LORD. Behold, as the clay is in the potter's hand, so are ye in mine hand, O house of Israel.

Clay is one of the most plentiful, thus one of the most worthless substances on earth.

Raw clay holds virtually no intrinsic value. It is essentially waist. It is the part of the soil in which little can grow. It is not useful for agriculture, it is not useful for its mineral content. It has virtually no value. In fact it is not uncommon for a land owner to pay to have it either taken away or covered up with other more useful substances such as top soil, or gravel or pavement…….etc…

There is only one place on earth in which this worthless substance can begin to gain value. 

It has laid dormant and useless in the earth since the dawn of creation. It has not been sought for nor coveted. It has not been mined for its value. But when the Potter picks it up, for the first time since the break of the day of creation it has “POTENTIAL”

Even to this day pottery is very useful, and very expensive. Some of it is priceless. It is sought for and coveted.   
This most worthless substance becomes this most valuable substance for one reason only.  THE POTTER.

The moment it leaves the potters hands and goes back into the field it immediately becomes worthless again. It becomes debris without purpose and without value. 

Rom 7:18

18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not.

You wander why God is so repulsed by our pride and arrogance?

You wander why a proud look tops the list of things GOD HATES? 

Ps 103:14

14 For he knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we are dust.
We often forget and begin to think that we have value of our own. 

WE DO NOT. Clay has value only to the degree the potter has interest in it.

This partnership between potter and clay is not exactly 50/50. While there is a limitless supply of the worthless clay. There is only one potter. The potter supplies all the value, all the beauty, all the skill, all the imagination, all the patience. He has every thing it takes to pull this worthless chunk of dirt out of the millions of tons of worthless dirt and turn it into a work of art, or a vessel for use. ONLY HIM. 
He is the POTTER. No-one else is. If  you leave his hands you just go back to the heap of worthless clay.

We read in the story of the Prodigal son, the father said of his son,”he was dead” now he is alive again.

We live derivative lives. We do not have value in and of ourselves, just as no branch can bare fruit of itself. It must derive it from somewhere else.  If you do not like what your life is producing, you need to look and see what it is attached to. 

*Do not attach to money------you will produce greed, paranoia.
*Career…..it will produce frustration
*Religion---- it will produce pride and self righteousness
*Preacher---- it will produce disappointment and frustration. 
*Attach to Jesus and watch your life begin to produce value.

PRODIGAL Left father---joined himself to a citizen  we all derive life from another source
Rom 11:16

16 For if the firstfruit be holy, the lump is also holy: and if the root be holy, so are the branches.

Everything we are is a result of what we have attached ourselves to.

The truth is that the world is not a potter, the devil is not a potter.

This world cannot make anything out of you. Satan cannot make anything out of you. 
YOU ARE NOT A POTTER. You cannot make anything of yourself.
You can be vessel A.

You can be Vessel B.

Or you can be nothing.

You can be a son 

You can be a prodigal son

Or you can be “dead”.

The pig pen can’t keep you alive.

The riotous living can’t keep you alive.

Even the blessing of your father can’t keep you alive.

YOU MUST BE ATTACHED TO HIM. 
Jeremiah sees the potter work on a lump of clay, and the clay was “marred” in the hand of the potter. 

So what did he do? Throw it away? After all it is the most plentiful substance in the world. It is not like he can’t get any more clay. 
No he starts again. That is powerful.  Vessel A, vessel B, C, D,  
As long as he is touching you, you are still on the wheel.

All touch does not give you goose bumps. Sometimes he digs his fingers into my pride and tries to rub it out.

He chastens those he loves, it’s o.k. just don’t stop touching me.
Matt 4:19-20

19 And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.

20 And they straightway left their nets, and followed him.

John 8:36

36 If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.

1 Peter 5:10

10 But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you 

perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.

Gen 12:2

2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing:

Luke 15:19

19 And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants.

 This is opposed to verse 12 when he said father “give me” ….
Ps 100:1-3

Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands.

2 Serve the LORD with gladness: come before his presence with singing.

3 Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.

2 Cor 3:5-6

5 Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God;

6 Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.

Gal 5:1

 Christ hath made us free,
Eph 1:6

 made us accepted in the beloved.
Rev 1:6

 made us kings and priests unto God 

Ps 19:7

, making wise the simple.
Matt 24:47 l make him ruler over all his goods.

John 8:32

32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.
1 Thess 3:12

12 And the Lord make you to increase and abound in love

2 Tim 3:15

 make thee wise unto salvation 

Heb 13:21

21 Make you perfect in every good work
2 Peter 1:8

 make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful.

Rev 3:12

12 Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God.

We to often pray “Father give me”.
We do not often enough pray “Father make me”
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