He arose and went to his Father
4-23-06 sun am.

Luke 15:14-18

14 And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be in want.
15 And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and he sent him into his fields to feed swine.

16 And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat: and no man gave unto him.

17 And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father's have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!

18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee,

Notice the sequence of events here.

INHERITED A FORTUNE    

TOOK A LONG VACATION

SPENT ALL HIS MONEY

MIGHTY FAMINE

HUNGRY- NEEDY

JOINED HIMSELF TO SOMEONE (slave)

LIVING WITH PIGS

…..EATING SLOP ……

He must stop here and ask what happens after I eat slop? 

Suddenly he realizes that his decline is not going to stop until it leads him to a desasterous and shameful death.  

STOP THE BLEEDING, after you eat slop where are you going to go from there?

This is a parable, it isn’t true. It never happened. It was all made up. He made it say exactly what he wanted it to say. He was not constrained by historical facts. It is a parable illustrating how humans (Sons) deal with God (Father).

Because he was not restricted by historical accuracy, we can believe that this illustration is perfectly accurate.

The first step to any life turning toward God is a statement, a decision, a proclaimation, “I will ARISE and go to my father”.

We know that his motives were not what we would have liked. BREAD

It did not say that he knew what would happen, or how he would get there or how he would be received, ONLY THAT HE WOULD ARISE AND GO TO HIS FATHER.  I’ve been wandering the the streets of a very unhappy place for a long time without my father. 

NO MAN GAVE TO HIM

Everyone who turned him away only reminded of the only one who ever did give to him…. HIS FATHER!!

Ps 118:19

19 Open to me the gates of righteousness: I will go into them, and I will praise the LORD:

Matt 11:28

 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.

Matt 19:14

14 But Jesus said, Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come unto me: for of such is the kingdom of heaven.

John 7:37

37 In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink.

 The word “come” 

Peter and the other disciples were in the storm and certain that they were going to die, and they see Jesus walking on the water. 

Peter say LORD IF IT IS REALLY YOU, BID ME COME. Jesus said one word….. “come”.

The word “COME” so often on the lips of Christ. 

As God said to Noah and all his house in Gen. 7:1 “come into the ark, all thine house. 

If you were to travel to the ancient Roman Catacombs where the early Christians survived and buried their dead, you would see a reoccurring symbol engraved on the narrow passage ways and the makeshift tombs, it is a picture of an ark floating on the waves.  The ark has always been symbolic of the Church. And the cry is still the same to all mankind… “come into the Ark and all thine house.

When blind Bartimaeus was screaming from beside the Road. Jesus stopped and said to those around him.. “call him, tell him to come to me    

Mark 10:47-52

47 And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out, and say, Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy on me.

48 And many charged him that he should hold his peace: but he cried the more a great deal, Thou Son of David, have mercy on me.

49 And Jesus stood still, and commanded him to be called. And they call the blind man, saying unto him, Be of good comfort, rise; he calleth thee.

50 And he, casting away his garment, rose, and came to Jesus.

51 And Jesus answered and said unto him, What wilt thou that I should do unto thee? The blind man said unto him, Lord, that I might receive my sight.

I like the fisherman Simon Peter am not as interested in getting him to stop the wild storm raging in my life as I am just interested in arising and coming to my Father.

Matt 14:24-29

24 But the ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with waves: for the wind was contrary.

25 And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto them, walking on the sea.

26 And when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, It is a spirit; and they cried out for fear.

27 But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid.

28 And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water.

29 And he said, Come. And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus.

“THE ALTAR CALL”
Where did the altar call come from?

Why do we do it?  Why would a minister stand here and make an invitation for someone to walk down the isle and make a spectacle of themselves while the music plays softly.

No I suppose it is not necessary to do it, you can meet God anywhere, but there is not a more blatant way to make the statement- “I will arise and go to my father. Millions have made that walk. The greatest preachers, pastors, missionaries, evangelists, saints of God in the world started it all with this little walk.

They all at some point came to the place in their lives when they said “I will arise and go to my father”.

The greatest Christian you ever knew made this short walk.

I open this altar as the portal to your father’s house, no matter how you smell right now, your splendid destiny begins today with when you rise and go to your Father.

Four thing we must do in every service from now until Jesus comes.

1. fellowship

2. Worship

3. Receive the word

4. respond to the word. 

Rev 22:17

17 And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.

