HALF DEAD
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Luke 10:30-35

30 And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead.

31 And by chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side.

32 And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on him, and passed by on the other side.

33 But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him, he had compassion on him,

34 And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him.

35 And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee.

Let’s give the priest and the Levite the benefit of the doubt for a change. We are often way too hard on these fellows.

The scripture does state that the man was “half dead”. 

 So presumably, it would be very easy to figure that the man was dead.

The thieves who left him in this condition most likely thought he was dead. They had left him for dead.

Both these men (Priest and Levite) preformed service in the temple. The law forbad anyone to minister in the temple who had touched a dead body.

They would be considered unclean.
Num 19:11-13

11 He that toucheth the dead body of any man shall be unclean seven days.
12 He shall purify himself with it on the third day, and on the seventh day he shall be clean: but if he purify not himself the third day, then the seventh day he shall not be clean.

13 Whosoever toucheth the dead body of any man that is dead, and purifieth not himself, defileth the tabernacle of the LORD; and that soul shall be cut off from Israel: because the water of separation was not sprinkled upon him, he shall be unclean; his uncleanness is yet upon him.

The Samaritan was not limited by these regulations, he saw this man, and he was not restricted by the same concerns so he acted on the situation at hand. Come to find out the man was not completely dead, he was just as much alive as he was dead. 

The difference is that the religion of these men caused them to see this man as dead. 

The Samaritan’s compassion allowed him to see the life that was there. 

The Samaritan saw life when everyone else saw death.

It was equally easy to see either because he was ½ dead and ½ alive.

So what you see is entirely based upon the perspective from which you view the situation.

From the perspective of religion you see nothing but death.

From the perspective of compassion you see nothing but life.

Jesus was not telling the story of an imaginary Samaritan. He was telling the story of himself. The Samaritan in the story was Jesus.

*     It is he who finds broken and beaten humanity which has been left cold by religion and the religious.

*     It is he who pours in oil (anointing) and wine (his spirit).

*     It is he who walks beside us as we are carried to the inn.

*     It is he who charges those who operate the inn to “take      care of him”.

*     It is he that has left this earth and told us that he will return.

He said that when he returns he will bring a reward for those who cared for the beaten and the bruised.    
It is Jesus who looks at the situation and sees life when everyone else sees death.
The account of Jarious daughter

Luke 8:52-54

52 And all wept, and bewailed her: but he said, Weep not; she is not dead, but sleepeth.

53 And they laughed him to scorn, knowing that she was dead.

54 And he put them all out, and took her by the hand, and called, saying, Maid, arise.

Where absolutely everyone else saw death Jesus saw life.
Jehovah ask Ezekiel as he surveyed the vision of a valley full of dry bones.   Ezekiel responds “Thou knowest”. You see life when all I can see is death.

The world may look at you and see death but Jesus sees you from the perspective of love, compassion and he sees life. 
This is a trick question I know. The obvious answer is NO they’re DEAD but I know you see things that I don’t see, so why don’t you tell me?
This is the attitude we must adopt.

God needs to tell us, we are not qualified to judge where the spark of life flickers.

Who is to say that a little anointed preaching by the prophet of God, a little wind of the spirit sweeping over, 

Ezekiel was smarter than we ever give him credit for. He said “GOD I’ll let you decide whether life is possible or not, I am a prophet,  I guess my job is to prophecy and its your job to determine where life can flourish.     

It is also true that many things we look at and think are alive, God looks at and sees that they are dead.

He called the Pharisees “whited sepulchers”. Meaning you look alive but inside you are dead.  

Revelation 1:17

17 And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last:

