GETTING IT DOESN’T GET IT
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John 3:1-10

1 There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews:

2 The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know(WE=PHARISEES)that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him.

3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.

4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born?

5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.

8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit.

9 Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How can these things be?

10 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou a master of Israel, and knowest not these things?

Nicodemos came by night with a confession. The confession was “ WE KNOW” that you are from GOD.

This was a confession that could get you killed in the daytime. Or at the very least get you disfellowshipped.   
There is one of every crowd that who is ab le to face the truth that is evident to everyone.

The Pharisees most likely had spoken behind closed doors, or perhaps it was simply something that everybody knew but it was just understood that we don’t talk about it.

BUT NICODEMOS confessed in the middle of the night one night to Jesus. We know, we act like we don’t know because we don’t want anyone else to think we know, because they might decide that they know it too. BUT WE KNOW, In our quiet moments, we know. In our secret meetings, WE KNOW. We cant afford to let anyone else know we know but WE  KNOW. 

Just between you and me, I want you to know that we get it. 

Consequently when Jesus looked down from the cross some three years later and said “FORGIVE THEM, THEY DON’T KNOW WHAT THEY DO”, by the context of it , it is clear that he was talking about the clued out Roman soldiers who were swinging the hammers and driving the nails and wielding the whip. These were the people who were just following orders. To them it was a routine execution.

In fact the bible states that if the princes of this world knew they would not have done it. 

1 Cor 2:8-9

8 Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.
They didn’t know but the Pharisees knew and they did it anyway.
Jesus said you get it do ya? That’s great but if you are not “born again” your not going to see the kingdom of GOD. 
Then he clarified what being born again constituted, he said that it was of water and of the spirit. 

Listen you guys I’m glad you get it, but just privately acknowledging this is not going to get you anywhere. You must act on your knowledge. 

John 3:14-21

14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up:

15 That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.

16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.

18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

19 And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.

20 For every one that doeth evil hateth the light,(NICODEMOS CAME BY NIGHT) neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved.

21 But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God. 
YOU GOTTA COME OUT FROM WHERE YOU ARE, 

Whispering discreetly to Jesus from your fortress of darkness will not get it.

YOU MUST COME TO THE LIGHT. Getting it does not get it.

