Few There Be
Matt 7: 13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. 15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. 16 Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? 17 Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 19 Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.

20 Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. 21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?

23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.  24 Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock:
Some incontrovertible truths from this text.  

1. Many more people will be lost than will be saved.  

2. Being saved is a whole lot more demanding than being lost. More demanding does not mean too demanding.
Matt 7:13-14


13 "Heaven can be entered only through the narrow gate! The highway to hell is broad, and its gate is wide enough for all the multitudes who choose its easy way. 14 But the Gateway to Life is small, and the road is narrow, and only a few ever find it. 

TLB

We get a little perturbed by this whole thing.   That salvation is coming to few  while damnation is coming to many.  

How many is “few”?

Somehow we are under the impression that God is obligated to meet some sort of quota. That many will qualify only because of his desire to pad the numbers, NOT SO.

1 Peter 3:20 Which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water.

WHY SO FEW?

*Did he make the requirements so rigorous that no one can live up to them?

*Are the rules so rigid that no-one has the discipline to keep them adequately? 

*Is God just so hard to please that only the most pious among us have the fortitude to do it?

*Is this way so intensely burdensome that your average person just cannot bear such isolation and the pressure?

TO THE CONTRARY JESUS STATES THAT HIS YOKE IS EASY AND HIS BURDEN IS LIGHT.  Matthew 11:30
Evidently he feels no pressure to inflate the numbers strictly for the sake of appearances.
He tells us exactly who will be saved.  Those who hear and do are the only ones. First those who hear then to further narrow the focus those who hear and do.
Hence the commandment in James. 


James 1: 21 Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls. 22 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.
The truth you and I must accept is this, you and I can never be in the majority. 

We are permanent minority status. 

We will either be intimidated and cowered by this or we will wear this status with honor.

I am not certain that people are ready to be their own person, or that churches are ready to bear the reproach with the people of God rather than jumping into the rising tide of popular religion.  This is about the few, the proud…  Lets not forget that.   The kingdom really is iconoclastic.  It has not been, is not, and will not be in vogue.  <True Christians are the only true cultural rebels.>  There is a narrow gate that has to be sought out, and pressed into.   The temptation of church leadership is to get some doctrinally contrived bulldozers to widen the way a little bit.  Let me help you out.  

If you were wondering we are a Church which steadfastly stands by the profession of faith. 

I believe in Repentance, and I do not mean repeating some meaningless prayer you heard on TV.   <article in Leadership>
I believe baptism is for the remission of sins and doth now save us. Baptism is not a work any more than repentance is, it is the means by which God makes us innocent of all sins.
I believe you need to be baptized with, filled with the Holy Ghost.  It is Christ in you the hope of glory, and that if that spirit which raised up Christ from the dead be in you, it will quicken your mortal body on the great getting up mourning.

I believe in holy lives

Godly living

Men are men 

Women are women 

I believe that there is something fundamentally wrong with a society in which the most popular graduation gifts given to 17 and 18 year old girls is body altering plastic surgery.

I believe that the word of God is right even if you don’t agree with it.
I believe in the church is God habitation, it is to be honored and reverenced.

I believe it to be the only thing in this world that God interested in enough to return for.
I believe in genuine true worship,

I believe in the Joy of the Lord.

I believe in mercy and forgiveness, and not just the kind we get from God but the kind we give to others.  Brotherly love and unity of the body.

Fellowship of the saints.
I believe that pride kills

I believe that he gives more grace to the humble. And resists the proud.
I believe that God invented the family, that divorce grieves him.

I believe that adultery is never ok.
I believe that premarital sex in all it’s forms and practices is SIN and kills the love it’s trying to make.
I believe there is a hell and that hell hath enlarged itself for the greedy, the lustful, the untruthful, and even those who fear.
Believe it or not, that entire belief system was not construed by me.  It is all in the Bible, which is God’s revelation of His self and His purpose and His will to us.   And the bottom line is there are FEW that are going to ascribe to that.   

<Giving away a chance at a Harley so that you  can escape hell.   CHEAP grace…>  <Jesus never tried to make it easier so that there would be more.>
Follow me and I will make you fishers of men…

Take up your cross and follow me…

If any man would be my disciple let him deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me…

No man, putting his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God

The bottom line is you never find Jesus in a blind panic over the crowd, He said, there are going to be FEW.   

John 6: 60 Many among his disciples heard this and said, "This is tough teaching, too tough to swallow." 61 Jesus sensed that his disciples were having a hard time with this and said, "Does this throw you completely? 62 What would happen if you saw the Son of Man ascending to where he came from? 63 The Spirit can make life. Sheer muscle and willpower don't make anything happen. Every word I've spoken to you is a Spirit-word, and so it is life-making. 64 But some of you are resisting, refusing to have any part in this." (Jesus knew from the start that some weren't going to risk themselves with him. He knew also who would betray him.) 65 He went on to say, "This is why I told you earlier that no one is capable of coming to me on his own. You get to me only as a gift from the Father." 66 After this a lot of his disciples left. They no longer wanted to be associated with him. 67 Then Jesus gave the Twelve their chance: "Do you also want to leave?"
But I still contend that the reason there will be few is not because the demands are too tough.  Sin makes FAR more demands on a life than God and scores of people are willing to acquiesce to the demands of sin.  

Days of Noah. FEW, that is eight souls were saved. 

Was it because the demands of Noah’s messages were just too great. 
NO!   His message was, ”it’s going to rain, get in the boat.” 

Luke 17: 26 And as it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of man. 27 They did eat, they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, and the flood came, and destroyed them all.

The Reason there are only FEW.
It is because people just will not pay attention.  Its not too hard.  Its not too demanding.  Its not to rigid.  Its not too tough.  It just ceases to be a focus for people until it is too late.  

Heb 2: 1 Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip.
2 For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompence of reward; 3 How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him;

People are not destroyed by will.  Not one in a million is WANTING to go to hell.   Will is not the enemy.  Neglect is the enemy. 
Degree of difficulty is not the issue. It is important that we pay attention.

Romans 13:11 And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed. 12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light.

Ephesians 5: 14 Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light. 15 See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, 16 Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.

1 Thessalonians 5:1 But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you. 2 For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. 3 For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. 4 But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief. 5 Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness. 6 Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober. 7 For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night. 8 But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope of salvation.

1 Timothy 4: 16 Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee.

1 Peter 4:7 But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer.
1 Peter 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:
So why are there few? BECAUSE YOU CAN’T GET PEOPLE TO PAY ATTENTION.
The adversary, the devil devours whom?

Those who are not sober(aware) and diligent(consistent).
Get your head in the game.   

The devil is a lion…an opportunistic killer.  The flood got their attention, but by then it was too late.  

Get your head in the game.   
