ETERNAL PRAISE
2-4-07 sun.am.

Every year at about this time, I ask myself the same questions.

What are we doing here?

Why are we here?

What are we propagating that is not being propagated everywhere else?

What are we offering this community that they are not receiving elsewhere?
DOCTRINE….yes but more than that.

Fellowship……”

HOW DO WE JUSTIFY OUR EXISTENCE IN A COUNTY WITH MORE CHURCHES THAN THERE ARE GAS STATIONS, grocery stores, drug stores, and banks combined?

I am not into redundancy, if this church does not supply something that is not already being supplied, if we are not providing guidance and access to something better than they are receiving already, WHAT IS OUR PURPOSE?  
Heb 13:10-21

10 We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle.

11 For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned without the camp.

12 Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate.

13 Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach.

14 For here have we no continuing city,(We have to leave the city or “camp” in order to go to him.) but we seek one to come.
15 By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.
THE KEY WORD IS “CONTINUING”


16 But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.

THE THREE SACRIFICES, pleasing to GOD. Praise, good deeds, and communication (sharing) are sacrifices we bring to GOD. Outside the city (camp).
2 Cor 5:1-2

For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

2 For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our house which is from heaven:

The house we bring our sacrifices into is;

“ETERNAL IN THE HEAVENS”
Ps 111:10

10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding have all they that do his commandments: his praise endureth for ever.
Ps 111:10-112:1

0 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;

all who follow his precepts have good understanding.

To him belongs eternal praise. 

(from New International Version)

If his praise  is to be eternal, it must not be based upon or limited by the temporal. 
We must go to him outside the universe of the temporal, outside the establishment, outside the structure of religion, ceremony, tradition, outside the system.
Our text commands us to “GO TO HIM OUTSIDE THE CITY”

GO TO HIM !!

It is not in the system.

It is not in the ceremony.

It is not in the signs, wanders and the miracles.

It is not in the loaves and the fishes. 

Let us go to HIM!

JESUS said “come to me if you are weak.

Come to me if you are heavy burdened.

Come to me if you thirst.

Come to me if you are weary.

Ask me and I will give you living water.

When you got up this mourning and got all gussied up, where were you going? 

Were you going into the heart of the city where all the ritual and ceremony and legalism and tradition were in place to sooth your conscience and to scratch your “glory itch”.

OR DID YOU COME TO CHURCH THIS MOURNING .

Heb 12:18-25

18 For ye are not come unto the mount that might be touched, and that burned with fire, nor unto blackness, and darkness, and tempest,

19 And the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words; which voice they that heard intreated that the word should not be spoken to them any more:

20(For they could not endure that which was commanded, And if so much as a beast touch the mountain, it shall be stoned, or thrust through with a dart:

21 And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, I exceedingly fear and quake:)

22 But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels,

23 To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect,

24 And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel.

25 See that ye refuse not him that speaketh. For if they escaped not who refused him that spake on earth, much more shall not we escape, if we turn away from him that speaketh from heaven:

COME TO JESUS. But you gotta get out of the city to get to him.
THE ALTAR IS OPEN, IT NEVER CLOSES.

If you are hurt, GO TO HIM.

If you are weary GO TO HIM

Worried about your family? GO  TO HIM

ABUSED?

SICK?
We have no continuing city, We are, however, to bring our sacrifices continually.   


Conclusion – you can’t do it in the city if it is going to be continual.








