Balaam’s Error
Num 22:21-34

21 Balaam got up in the morning, saddled his donkey and went with the princes of Moab. 22 But God was very angry when he went, and the angel of the LORD stood in the road to oppose him. Balaam was riding on his donkey, and his two servants were with him. 

23 When the donkey saw the angel of the LORD standing in the road with a drawn sword in his hand, she turned off the road into a field. Balaam beat her to get her back on the road. 

24 Then the angel of the LORD stood in a narrow path between two vineyards, with walls on both sides. 

25 When the donkey saw the angel of the LORD, she pressed close to the wall, crushing Balaam's foot against it. So he beat her again. 

26 Then the angel of the LORD moved on ahead and stood in a narrow place where there was no room to turn, either to the right or to the left. 

27 When the donkey saw the angel of the LORD, she lay down under Balaam, and he was angry and beat her with his staff. 

28 Then the LORD opened the donkey's mouth, and she said to Balaam, "What have I done to you to make you beat me these three times?" 

29 Balaam answered the donkey, "You have made a fool of me! If I had a sword in my hand, I would kill you right now." 

30 The donkey said to Balaam, "Am I not your own donkey, which you have always ridden, to this day? Have I been in the habit of doing this to you?"

"No," he said. 

31 Then the LORD opened Balaam's eyes, and he saw the angel of the LORD standing in the road with his sword drawn. So he bowed low and fell facedown. 

32 The angel of the LORD asked him, "Why have you beaten your donkey these three times? I have come here to oppose you because your path is a reckless one before me.   33 The donkey saw me and turned away from me these three times. If she had not turned away, I would certainly have killed you by now, but I would have spared her." 

34 Balaam said to the angel of the LORD, "I have sinned. I did not realize you were standing in the road to oppose me. Now if you are displeased, I will go back." 

(from New International Version)

.

Balaam stayed on his path until he came to the place where there was nowhere left to go.

Nowhere but down to the ground. 

We go to the field

To the wall

2 Peter 2:14-16

14 Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; beguiling unstable souls: an heart they have exercised with covetous practices; cursed children:

15 Which have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness;

16 But was rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb ass speaking with man's voice forbad the madness of the prophet

Let’s assess Balaam’s behavior a moment.

1. first of all he is talking to a donkey.

2. he is oblivious to danger.

3. he abuses the one who is faithful to him.

4. he intends to disobey a direct order from GOD.

You may think that it is a little unlikely that even if God allowed a donkey to talk with a  man that the man would ever actually talk back. Balaam did, he was so “out of it” “running greedily”  
Jude 11

11 Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the error of Balaam for reward, and perished in the gainsaying of Core.

Have you ever seen anyone who became possessed by greed?

I have seen them sue their mother,

Talk out of their heads like you would not believe. This is what happened to Balaam. His mind was on the money and only the money. “RUNNING GREEDILY”.
The frenzy which posseses us at times which causes us to abuse those faithful to us, causes us to speak foolishly, causes us to ignore danger

You lose all judgment, you lose all sense of reason and rational. 

This is what greed does to us.

David was  in much a similar situation.  

I can see it, I can imagine it.

