Appropriate amounts of Chest beating
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Luke 18:9-15

9 And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others:

10 Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican.

11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican.

12 I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess.

13 And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner.

14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.

This Pharisee offers up the “anti-Lord’s Prayer”.

In the Lord’s prayer the word “I” or in a 33 word prayer, the word “I” appears 5 times.
The inability to view himself in the same class and congregation as this publican. 
The Bible states here that “he prayed thus with himself”. I am not sure I know what that means. 

Apparently by the order of his prayer, he did not need to pray for anyone. He did not need to pray with anyone. He did not even need to pray to anyone.  So he simply prayed thus with himself. He trusted in himself that he was righteous.

And it was an empty prayer, it brought him no justification. It brought him not favor with God, it was simply a prayer thus with himself.

We not only need someone to pray to, we need someone to pray with, and we need someone to pray for.

Jesus states that one man, thou he would not even come near nor lift up his head, thou he would only beat his chest and proclaim himself a sinner, went home “justified”.

We are not righteous with out the humility to pray for and with others.

Let us have prayer tonite. 

Let there be the appropriate amount of chest beating. Let there be the binding together of us all in a call for the mercies of God. 

Let us not simply pray thus with ourselves. 

The unspoken truth in this parable is that they were both guilty going in to the temple.

There is no indication given that the Pharisee was dishonest. It seems that this was truly how he felt. He felt quite good about himself. 

BUT HE WAS GUILTY. Guilt is s legal condition in which it does not matter how you feel. 

2 Cor 7:8-12

8 For though I made you sorry with a letter, I do not repent, though I did repent: for I perceive that the same epistle hath made you sorry, though it were but for a season.

9 Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to repentance: for ye were made sorry after a godly manner, that ye might receive damage by us in nothing.

10 For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.
11 For behold this selfsame thing, that ye sorrowed after a godly sort, what carefulness it wrought in you, yea, what clearing of yourselves, yea, what indignation, yea, what fear, yea, what vehement desire, yea, what zeal, yea, what revenge! In all things ye have approved yourselves to be clear in this matter.

The problem with the Pharisee’s prayer is that there was no chest beating. Every prayer should include a proper amount of chest beating. 

Sorrow is your friend. It keeps you from trusting in your self, which keeps you from praying thus with yourself, and as long as you can keep your prayers humble and sincere God can take care of any guilt in your life.  
