Would A Loving God Create Hell?

I don’t like talking to you, about what I am going to talk to you about.  It is not a subject that I derive any pleasure in exploring.  But, we live in a post-Christian culture in which every tenet of the Christian faith can and will be questioned.  And on this subject more Christians get put on the defensive than almost any other.   The question comes in a lot of forms, but it basically put to us like this…

Why would God allow his children to spend eternity in physical torture?  If a person sinned for 70 years how is an eternity of suffering just?   How can Christians be ok with the eternal suffering of people?   If Gods love is limitless how can it not extend to unbelievers?   If there is a hell how can God be loving and just?   As all of my family is going to be tortured for eternity because while they are good people, they chose not o follow a nonsensical faith, I don’t think I can accept God.   Why would a loving God send everyone but Christians to hell?

Before I dig into this I want to issue a couple of disclaimers.

1. I don’t want anyone to go to hell.  Seems like a lot of people are really excited about people are going to hell.  When I was a kid, growing up in church I heard a lot of preaching about hell, and it was presented in very dramatic, descriptive terms.  And it seemed a lot of the preachers were pretty excited about some of the people that would be going to hell.    I have no personal need for hell.   If I am wrong about hell I would be thrilled.

2. I have no need to condemn people and consign them to hell.   
John 3:17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved
I am not going to do what Jesus refused to do.
3. I am not going to deliver an exhaustive teaching on every Bible verse about hell. 

4. We are eternal beings borne in time but created for eternity. 

I have had people ask me, Do you think only Christians are going to heaven and everyone else going to hell?   Who is going to hell?  What about the guy that lives in the Congo that has never heard of Jesus, is he going to hell?  Why is everyone so worried about that guy in the Congo?

If you want to put a Christ follower on the defensive, if you want to make him look dogmatic, irrelevant, condescending, judgmental, arrogant, and mean spirited, just get him to say that God is going to send all non Christians to hell.  There is a Pavlovian response to anyone who says yes, I accept the reality of hell.   Well, you hate people.  

I don’t want to talk to you about hell.   I am not comfortable with it.  I don’t enjoy it, it is exhausting.  People ask me if I believe in hell.  I believe in Jesus Christ.   I accept the reality of hell.  And I am going to tell you why.  

The Background
Most conversations about hell take place in a vacuum.  We discuss the issue alone without any context or any back ground.  So before we move deeper into this I want to make sure that you have the proper background.  And there are two things you need to know.  If you get the backdrop wrong you will get God wrong and consequently the whole thing wrong.    

1. God is for you. 
The reality of hell is not a declaration from God that He is against you.  God passionately, urgently loves you and is pursuing you.  The most frequent declaration of scripture is of Gods unending, unfathomable love for us.   Hell does not negate this.   Hell does not speak to the contrary.  
Why do we think it does?  One reason we think it does is because we tend to enjoy the suffering of people who are against us?  Come on, can you admit that?   Ever get cut off on the highway, and then see that person pulled over?   When someone offends us we want to punish them.   We hurt back and hate back.   The person you end up hating the most is the one you loved the most who hurt you the most.   We transfer this to God. We assume that God is ticked off, angry, hurt, vindictive, i.e. everything we are, consequently we think God is thrilled with the prospect of sending people who have rejected Him to hell.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  And this is not just a NT concept.   This is not just the loving Christ of the Gospels approach. 
Ezekiel 18: 21 "But a wicked person who turns his back on that life of sin and keeps all my statutes, living a just and righteous life, he'll live, really live. He won't die. 22 I won't keep a list of all the things he did wrong. He will live. 23 Do you think I take any pleasure in the death of wicked men and women? Isn't it my pleasure that they turn around, no longer living wrong but living right - really living? 24 "The same thing goes for a good person who turns his back on an upright life and starts sinning, plunging into the same vile obscenities that the wicked person practices. Will this person live? I don't keep a list of all the things this person did right, like money in the bank he can draw on. Because of his defection, because he accumulates sin, he'll die. 25 "Do I hear you saying, 'That's not fair! God's not fair!'? 26 If a good person turns away from his good life and takes up sinning, he'll die for it. He'll die for his own sin. 27 Likewise, if a bad person turns away from his bad life and starts living a good life, a fair life, he will save his life. 28 Because he faces up to all the wrongs he's committed and puts them behind him, he will live, really live. He won't die. 29 "And yet Israel keeps on whining, 'That's not fair! God's not fair.' "I'm not fair, Israel? You're the ones who aren't fair. 30 "The upshot is this, Israel: I'll judge each of you according to the way you live. So turn around! Turn your backs on your rebellious living so that sin won't drag you down. 31 Clean house. No more rebellions, please. Get a new heart! Get a new spirit! Why would you choose to die, Israel? 32 I take no pleasure in anyone's death. Decree of God, the Master. "Make a clean break! Live!" 
God does not think in terms of heaven or hell.  He thinks in terms of life and death.   Eternal life, in the presence of God, eternal death, away from the presence of God.  <Matthew 22>  So in this passage he is imploring Israel…  I find no pleasure in…..  I find no perverse pleasure in their suffering.   I will judge you, change your heart.   God is not trying to ruin you, he is trying to stop you from ruining your self.  Get a new heart, why do you want to die?   Change your heart and live.  This idea that God delights in the eternal death, the eternal suffering, in punishing people is completely at odds with scripture.  

Over and over God makes clear God finds no pleasure in the punishment of the most wicked person in the world.   This is amazing, we have righteous indignation and a desire for justice and we find pleasure when it is executed.    Not God.  He is grieved over the prospect of a life wasted. 

II Peter 3:9  The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.
In the backdrop of any conversation about hell there has to be this fundamental understanding. God wants every single person, no matter how vile, no matter how corrupt, no matter how heinous,  to be saved.  God is not trying to send us to hell…he is trying to keep us out.  Not dying to send us, died to keep us from hell. 
The first thing that has to be in the background of every conversation about hell is the fact that God is for us, and desperately wants to love us and for us to choose to love Him.

Another thing that has to be in the backdrop is the times in scripture when Jeus mentioned hell.   When Jesus was talking about Hell we must look at context.   Is God looking to send that guy in the Congo who is desperate to find spiritual truth and winds up worshipping a rock to hell?

When Jesus talked about hell He did so with people who  people who knew truth.  
Matthew 23:13 But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven against men: for ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in. 14 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour widows' houses, and for a pretence make long prayer: therefore ye shall receive the greater damnation. 15 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him twofold more the child of hell than yourselves. -------- 25 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess. 26 Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the cup and platter, that the outside of them may be clean also. 27 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness. 28 Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity. ---- 33 Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell? 
What about the person in Africa, is he going to hell?  The conversation about hell is actually about those of us who know and choose to play the religious game.   We are the ones that need to be the most aware of hell.  We put on the religious façade and hide away all the rot and filth of our lives.  We hide the corrosive center of our soul.  When Jesus had conversations about hell it was with hypocrites, not seekers.   The church has directed preaching and teaching about hell to everyone outside, Jesus pointed it inside, to those who professed to be closest to God. 
So this is the backdrop….God loves you and is for you.  When Jesus talked about hell He directed those conversations to people who knew truth and had choice available to them. 

Now lets talk about hell. 

In the NT the word for hell that Jesus used was Gehenna.  In the OT it was the valley of Hinnom.   When He used this word it brought an immediate image into the mind of the Hebrew.  Manassah and Ahaz were involved in witchcraft, necromancy, and idol worship, and in the valley of Hinnom they burned their sons alive.   It was also a waste dump, where the remains of animal sacrifice, refuse, and trash continually burned and smoldered.  All discussions of hell always try to settle what is metaphor and what is reality.  Here is what you need to understand about Gehenna.    There is a place that becomes the environment of wasted life.   This is what Gehenna was and what they understood it to be.   The environment of waste.   

In the eyes of Jesus unredeemed humanity is not alive we are existing.  

Colossians 2:13 And you, being dead in your sins...
We have this idea, this image that we are holding onto our lives and we have to turn loose of them to follow Jesus.  Jesus sees us holding onto our death.   If you receive Christ you receive life…

John 1:4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 
John 10:10  I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.

If you receive Christ you are alive.  If you do not you are spiritually dead. If you are alive when you die life overcomes death.   But there is a reality of wasted lives, and if you are dead when you die, you go into eternal death.   
Do you ever take stock of your life?  How you are living it?  Do you ever look at moments in your life, events in your life, and think, wow, I cannot believe how selfish, how self centered, how corrupt that moment was.  That moment that could have been used for so much good, wasted.  When I think of those times in my life I grieve over the waste.

How does God feel about wasted lives, wasted moments…

Hell is a graveyard for wasted lives.  Lives purposed to be something other than what the will of an individual determined them to be.  Why does it need to exist?   
1. God will never force you to love Him.   
After Jesus’ conversation about hell that we read earlier, watch what He says.  …vs 37  Jerusalem…Jerusalem…   Woe to you Woe to you Woe to you….how I have longed to hold you in my arms.   He is saying what I want is for you to love me and embrace my love for you.
Hell is not a declaration that God does not love us.  Hell is a declaration that God will not force us to love Him.  Pure love can only exist in the presence of choice.  

Ever love someone that just didn’t love you back?   You are just like a brother to me…   It is like a knife in your gut.   God experiences unrequited love every second of all time.   God has loved all of us but God will not force His love on us.   

There are streams of Christians doctrines who teach that God chooses who will love him, who will go to heaven, who will go to hell.   These doctrines, these churches, are so erroneous and so far from what is true about God.   

Why didn’t God just make it so humanity could not sin?   Because if you want true love you have to have choice.  
Flip it.   Ever have someone love you that you didn’t love insisting that you love them?  Do you know how obnoxious and painful and oppressive that is?   You Will Love Me.   

Heaven and hell are not about geographies.   They are about relationship.   What is God supposed to do if you choose not to love him?   Send you to heaven anyway?    He would be like the God stalker…   I am going to win you today…    Look at my glory?   If you do not want to be with God you don’t have to be.   Hell exists  so that people that do not want to be with God have a place to go.   The hideousness of hell is the hideousness of any environment where God has been excluded.   Look at what God does to an environment, look at what happens in an environment absent the presence of God.   (Russia)  And hell is for those who decide they do not want the love of God, they want an environment absent the presence of God.  

Unfortunately that environment is full of everything not like God.  

God is light. 

God is love.

God is life. 

God is pure.

God is righteous.

God is holy. 

You can choose the love of God and step into that environment or refuse the love of God and step into an environment that is the antitheses of God.  Remember you are an eternal being, borne in time, created for eternity, the great responsibility of your earthly life is determining what environment you will spend that eternity in.  Which leads me the second reason I accept the reality of hell. 
2.  God will not over ride your will.   
God created you in his image with the power to choose, regardless of the implications of your choice.   We want to be able to choose what we want, but in the end it all be the same choice.  We all want to end up in the same place no matter what path we choose.   Does every path lead to God?  No.  You have the right to choose and it is not a deception.  Anything less would be a trick on God’s part.  It would make your free will an illusion.  There are a lot of people that desire this.   They want a Matrix existence.  You know, we think we are living these lives but the reality of our existence is hid from us.    God will let you choose what you will.  He will not over ride your will.  

Revelation 3: 20 Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.

Jesus is a gentleman.  He could KICK the door open.  But instead He will stand there and leave it up to us as to whether or not we want to receive Him.    He will require that will live with the implications and consequences of our choices.   

The choices we make in time have repercussions in eternity.   

3. This is a broken world.
We do not live in a perfect world.  We live in a very troubled, broken, corrupt, diseased world.   There are things happening every second, that if we saw them we would be nauseous with disgust and sorrow.  And God sees all of it.   He sees all of it, every moment of every day, and has seen it all since Cain picked up a club and clubbed his brother to death.  He has watched the atrocities, the cruelties, the hidden abuse on a girls bedroom and the genocide played out on the international stage.  
Malachi 4:1 "Count on it: The day is coming, raging like a forest fire. All the arrogant people who do evil things will be burned up like stove wood, burned to a crisp, nothing left but scorched earth and ash - a black day. Do those words sound harsh?  We need a moment of clarity and honesty.   Why would God let me go through what I went through?    There is no answer good enough.   God invites us to let him make the world different by changing us.  Let me give you a new heart.  But all while He is patiently wooing. And appealing, and imploring us to get a new heart  God is not unaware of what is going on.  2 But for you, sunrise! The sun of righteousness will dawn on those who honor my name, healing radiating from its wings. You will be bursting with energy, like colts frisky and frolicking. 3 And you'll tromp on the wicked. They'll be nothing but ashes under your feet on that Day." God-of-the-Angel-Armies says so.

 God is not unaware.   God has been watching all of this from the first injustice.   And there is coming a moment when God is going to stop time, and say, enough.  Enough!   No more children sexually abused, enough, no more jihadist blowing up people in the market place, enough, no more slavery, enough, no more spousal abuse, enough, no more child abandonment, enough, no more babies with swollen bellies starving to death while warlords ravage their country, enough.  No more drug dealers burning up lives and minds.   I will not let them shape eternity.   
What does God do with someone who wants their heart to be shaped by anger and violence and they just do not want to be different?   Hell is a place you can do whatever you want.   All by yourself.  God knows if He allows time to continue, this is what it will be.  So He will stop time and we will move into eternity.     
If I have to choose between time without end of people tormenting each other or an eternity of people who choose violence, hatred, evil, being loosed to that, I choose hell. 
My disclosure…I am not here because I have any need to be in front of you, being your life coach.   I am here because I believe in the value of every person, that though you took your first breath in time, you will exist in eternity.   

We are eternal beings, who must exist in eternity somewhere.   

Would a loving God create hell?  Yes…
Love cannot be present with force.

You have a free will

He will not put up with the worst of us forever. 

We can choose to be the ashes or the children who are dancing.  I am here to do everything in my power to make sure as many as I can possibly impact, are the children who are dancing.  
Jude – 22 / 23  Have mercy on those who have doubt.  Others, snatch them from the fire.   We are to smell like smoke.   
