Today Don’t Stink
One thing we must understand about God, is that He is a God of new things.  We tend to think of God as being always associated with antiquity, with the dusty doings of by gone days.  But God is a God of new things.   We become fixated on what God has done and miss what God is doing because we do not understand that God is a God of new things.  

God spoke to Israel through His prophet Isaiah and reminded them of the many ways He had delivered them in the past.   Then He told them this…

Isaiah 43:18 Remember ye not the former things, neither consider the things of old. 19 Behold, I will do a new thing; now it shall spring forth; shall ye not know it? I will even make a way in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert.
Don’t get fixated on how I delivered you in the past, thinking that is the only way I can get things done.  If I need to I will do a new thing to deliver you from your new set of circumstances.  

God can adapt to changing times and changing situations, He is the God of New Things.  (This is why you will not figure Him out in a few months)

Always doing something new…

In Revelation 21:1  John saw a new heaven and a new earth…
Revelation 3:12 says that every one of us that overcomes will be given a new name.

Mark 16:17 teaches us that believers will speak with new tongues.
Hebrews 12:4 talks to us about a new covenant.  

Six times the Bible tells us of a New Testament with new and better promises. (Testament is a will…a new will that went into effect when the testator died)
Part of the promise of that NT is that anyone tired of what they are, and what they have been, can become a new creature. II Corinthians 5:17

Colossians 3:10 tells you of a new man that you can put on.  
Luke 5:36  promises a new garment, and the OT writer tells us that it is to replace our garments of heaviness, it is a wrapping of worship and praise. 

He brought us new wine of his spirit…

On and on the God of new things keeps discarding the old, inefficient, ineffective, useless, and worn out.  And keeps replacing it with the new..

When His glory is revealed to all humanity, from His throne this will be His declaration.

Revelation 21:5 Behold, I make all things new.  He is the God of New stuff.
And of all the new stuff He does, there is one that is among my favorites.  Because He does it new, every day.   When God first sent manna to Israel they had to learn that the manna was going to fall to the ground fresh every day.  There was no need to stockpile it, as a matter of fact, if you tried to stockpile it the manna would rot before you could eat it.   You had to come to a place where you trusted God to provide it new and fresh every day.  

You were not trying to live off the manna of yesterday.

You were not trying to save up manna for tomorrow. 

You were trusting God for fresh, new, manna today.  Which brings me to one of my favorite new things, favorite because it is new every day. 

Lamentations 3:21 This I recall to my mind, therefore have I hope. 22 It is of the LORD'S mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not. 23 They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness.
Every morning God rains new mercy and compassion.  

It is for that reason and that reason alone we are not consumed.

Every morning is fresh grace for my failure. 

Every morning there is new mercy for my new mistakes.

Every morning there is current compassion for my current conflict.
Because the God of new stuff will rain new mercy and new compassion on my life.  Pastor you don’t know what is coming tomorrow.  I have problems on the horizon of my life for which I have no answer.  What you are saying is there is a tomorrow problem without a today solution.  What I am telling you is when tomorrow gets here there will be new mercy and new compassion from God to deal with tomorrow.  The God of new things will rain new mercy and new answer on your life.  

See, not only is He the God of New Things, He is the also the God of Today. 

Matthew 6:34 Take therefore no thought for tomorrow: for tomorrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.
"Give your entire attention to what God is doing right now, and don't get worked up about what may or may not happen tomorrow. God will help you deal with whatever hard things come up when the time comes. 
God is really about today.  God came to Moses and told him to go and deliver Israel from Egyptian bondage.  Moses asked, “Who should I say has sent me.”  God answered, “I AM.”   Not, I will be, or I was, I AM.  RIGHT NOW.  God exist in the eternal present.  God knows no tomorrows.  It is all today for Him.   God is not going to be your answer, He is your answer.  God is not going to heal you, He is healing you.  God is not going to be or do anything, it is current and now with Him.
That is why God is always moving our attention away from yesterday, away from tomorrow, and back on today.  

Matthew 6:11 Give us this day our daily bread.   He keeps our focus on where we are right now, what is going on this moment, what our life is this day.  Don’t ask for what you need tomorrow, just ask for what you need today.  
The God of New Things who is also the God of Today knows He will pour out new mercy on today, so He focuses us on Today.  

The I AM, the God that exists in the eternal present is trying to bring us into His time frame.  

Get out yesterday, get out of your old hurts, your old wounds, your old mistakes, your old victories, your old habits, your old identity.  

Not only does God want to get you out of yesterday, He wants to get you out of tomorrow.

Quit fighting battles that are not here yet, quit worrying over a sun that has not risen, quit fearing a future that is not here, resist the trouble of tomorrow.

Move into God’s time zone, which is today.  

II Corinthians 6:2 Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.
When you move your focus from yesterday, from tomorrow, into today you have moved into God’s time zone.  You will have moved into the time zone where  God of New Things and the God of Today is spreading new mercy and new compassion on THIS day.  

God is the I AM, existing in the eternal present.  You are closest to God’s perspective when you are living in the moment before you, not yesterday, not tomorrow.  TODAY, where God is spreading NEW MERCY.

John 11: 1 Now a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, of Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 (It was that Mary which anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick.) 3 Therefore his sisters sent unto him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. <Four day delay in arriving at their home>  21 Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died. 
If yesterday had been different, today would be so much better.  This is what she is saying and what so many think and believe.  If I had acted different, made other choices, if yesterday had been different..

22 But I know, that even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God will give it thee. 23 Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again. 24 Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day. 
I believe for tomorrow.  Tomorrow God may come through. Maybe there is a tomorrow solution for my today problem.  Maybe I just have to deal with this until tomorrow gets here.  But if all your faith if for tomorrow you are in trouble because tomorrow never gets here.  You have to learn to deal with today.   And there is a God of Today to help you through today. 

38 Jesus therefore again groaning in himself cometh to the grave. It was a cave, and a stone lay upon it. 39 Jesus said, Take ye away the stone. Martha, the sister of him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this time he stinketh…
And here we have so many peoples problem.  I have faith for yesterday, if you had been here.  I have faith for tomorrow, I believe he will live at the resurrection, but we think today…stinks.  

You could have saved him yesterday,  You will resurrect him, tomorrow.   But today stinks.  

The move of God was awesome yesterday, last year, ten years ago.  Great things are coming to the Body of Christ tomorrow, next year, but what about…today?  

I have spent 30 minutes coming to this point because I have a very simple truth I want to wedge in your little cranium.   

Jesus looked at Martha, who had faith for yesterday, and faith for tomorrow, but thought today stunk.   This is the God of Today.  And He commanded that they roll the stone off the tomb.  And when that seal was broke, what came out of that tomb was not the stench of a rotting corpse, but the God of New Things poured New Life into that body.   He looks at Martha and says, what you were believing for in the future is your present reality, and because of that Today Don’t Stink.  

That is my message.  I know it is not grammatically correct.  But it makes the point.  Forget what did or did not happen yesterday, Jesus is here, now, and because of His presence, today don’t stink.
Quit worrying about tomorrow and whether or not God will help you then, He is the God of Today and will be in this day.  And because He is here, today don’t stink.  

Every morning that priest in the OT had to light and burn that sweet incense.  Every day he lit it again.  We know all those things are physical object lessons of current spiritual truths.  God was illustrating for us that every day there is going to be sweetness permeating the atmosphere of our lives.  You are here in the presence of Jesus and because of that today don’t stink.  

You got to church today.  There was clothing today.  You left a nice house today.  You ate today.  You have sung the songs of the Lord today.  You stand in the fellowship of the saints today.  Today…don’t…stink.  

Psalm 118:24 This is the day which the LORD hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it.
Quit being beat down over the failures of 2006.  Quit fearing the challenge of 2007.   Today God is with us, be happy, be hopeful.  Today don’t stink because Jesus is present in it with us.  

Jesus was crucified between two thieves.  We all live between two thieves.  

Yesterday and tomorrow are robbers of today.  
This day this is fulfilled in your ears…
Today salvation has come…

There is borne this day in the city of David…THIS DAY…
Choose you THIS DAY….
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