The Jesus Composite: Rules & Principles
The purpose of these studies is to familiarize ourselves with Jesus Christ. However, studying Christ, studying His teachings, reading what others have written about Him will only take you so far.   It is kind of like reading a review of a movie or a restaurant.  Reading the review will never tell you as much as actually watching the movie and eating at the restaurant.  Perhaps our study will give you some insight and some view points you have not had up to this point.  But until you enter into a relationship with Jesus you will never truly understand Him and be aware of the power of His presence in your life.   

Some of these studies will do no more than impart information about Jesus to you, others will take elements of His life and teaching and apply them to our lives and our quest of faith.  The evening we are going to look at an incident in the life of Christ and launch from there into a profound understanding that will enable us to live out our life in God from a much deeper and more solid position than we would if we did not possess the knowledge we are about to glean.
*What is one rule you wish you had never broken? 

Luke 6: 1 One Sabbath Jesus was going through the grainfields, and his disciples began to pick some heads of grain, rub them in their hands and eat the kernels. 2 Some of the Pharisees asked, "Why are you doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath?" <Why are you breaking what is a very important rule?>  

The Sabbath is sacred and holy to the orthodox Jew.  God instituted the law of the Sabbath for very good reason, and they rigidly adhered to the rul of the Sabbath.  Since Jesus was considered a Rabbi, a teacher of the Law, they were scandalized that His disciples would so blatantly violate the law.
3 Jesus answered them, "Have you never read what David did when he and his companions were hungry? 4 He entered the house of God, and taking the consecrated bread, he ate what is lawful only for priests to eat. And he also gave some to his companions." 
David committed a very serious crime.  David is fleeing for His life, anointed to be king, but still running from deranged King Saul.   In desperation, to avoid starvation, he takes the showbread from the temple.  Is Jesus justifying His disciples by saying, “Well, David did it too?”  Not hardly.   He is pointing out a truth to the Pharisees.   Simply this, and this is going to shock some of you, but here it is.  In extreme circumstances God will allow a rule to be bent and even broken.  
5 Then Jesus said to them, "The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath." 
He then claims divinity, and tells them, since I am The Lord of the Sabbath, the God who wrote the rule, I know when and if it can be bent and broken.  
6 On another Sabbath he went into the synagogue and was teaching, and a man was there whose right hand was shriveled. 7 The Pharisees and the teachers of the law were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, so they watched him closely to see if he would heal on the Sabbath. 8 But Jesus knew what they were thinking and said to the man with the shriveled hand, "Get up and stand in front of everyone." So he got up and stood there. 9 Then Jesus said to them, "I ask you, which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or to destroy it?" 10 He looked around at them all, and then said to the man, "Stretch out your hand." He did so, and his hand was completely restored. 11 But they were furious and began to discuss with one another what they might do to Jesus. 
It seems that on this occasion Jesus is even taunting the Pharisees a little bit.  He is about to break a rule, He knows it, they know it, and instead of having the guy meet him after the meeting, secretly, He openly breaks this rule.  He stares down the crowd, then heals the man.  
Of the many things I admire about Jesus was this ability, this gift, to tick off the Pharisees.   They lived their lives in slavish obedience to religious rules, and it seems Jesus delighted in digging at them about it.   Along with this, as we have seen in our text, Jesus was a bit of a rule breaker.  That was another thing I admired as a kid.  I used to read and re-read those passages of the Gospels because they made me feel a little better about myself.  Jesus broke the rules.  Some people love rules and love to follow them.  Not me.  I never met a rule I didn’t want to test a little bit.  Some things, I wouldn’t even care about except someone made a rule up about it and now…  <Seat belts>
Some people are law abiders, some are drawn the other way.   So I loved the idea of Jesus the Rule Breaker.   But here is the thing you have to understand, and it is a bit confusing, Jesus also taught the rules.  And He taught them seriously.  He taught them more rigidly than the most rigid Pharisee.  

Matthew 5: 17 Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. 18 For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. 19 Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.
Jesus was not, contrary to the opinion of some, an anti-establishment, anarchist, 60’s hippy.  He taught the rules, but, He….broke the rules.   

There is a question that must be asked here, If you came to fulfill the law why are you breaking the Sabbath law?  And it is around this question we are going to discover some profound wisdom.  
Lets start with this:  not all laws are created equal.  All the Bible is inspired, all the Bible is the Word of God.   But not all rules, not all laws are on equal footing, and some, under some circumstances some rules can be broken.  <Jesus did it!>   Not only did he do it, He taught this truth…
Matthew 23: 23 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith.
In a bartering culture all your possessions were considered currency.   These strict adherers to the law took their rule obedience to such an extreme that if they traded a sheep for produce, and in that produce were some small packages of the most common spices they would take a tenth of the spices and pay tithe with it.  The modern equivalent would be if you and I went for coffee and I bought your coffee, and you wrote down the amount so you could later pay tithe on my buying you a cup of coffee.  Now, there is nothing wrong with conscientiously, and meticulously giving.  There is nothing wrong with paying your tithes to the last penny.  When the commandment of tithing was given it was with good cause.   They priesthood derived their income and living from it.  The tithe was also called a Temple Tax.   It was part of their taxation system.   But look at what Jesus said…

There are “weightier matters of the law.”   Not all laws carry the same weight, not all laws are created equal, and you Pharisees elevated the law of tithing at the expense of laws of far more import and value.   

Look at the difference, Mint, anise, and cumin opposed to judgment, mercy, and faith.   
Be just, being merciful, being faithful are what being in the Kingdom of God is all  about.  This is what life in God looks like.  These are the inviolate principles of the Kingdom of God.   Justice, Mercy, Faith.  These are what it means to live under the reign of God.  What Jesus is actually talking about is not comparing one rule to another.  He is talking about the difference between a rule and a life principle.  There is a difference between principles and rules.  
The faithful Jew of the 1st century would tithe in obedience to a rule, but that rule would not make them loving, just, merciful, or faithful.  Just because you strictly adhere to the rules does not mean you will fulfill the weightier principles of the Kingdom of God.   The rules may help you apply the life principles, but there is not life in the rules themselves.   Rules are what life looks like in a particular circumstance.  

Here is what you need to understand, Life principles never vary.  
The principles of the Kingdom are inviolate, unchanging, unyielding.  Justice, Mercy, Faith, Love.   

Ephesians 5 – Live in love.  Not loving sometimes and not loving at others.  Always.  Live in love.  If you are breathing  you are to be loving, if your heart is beating you are to be loving.  Always at all times.   

I Corinthians 16 – Everything you do is to be done in love.   
This is a Kingdom Life Principle that NEVER changes.  But rules do vary and do change.  Rules are what life looks like in a particular circumstance.  Sometimes God will change a rule, bend a rule, to preserve the principle.  


Faithfulness is a central attribute of God, so we are to be faithful in all we do.  And we are to mirror the faithfulness of God in our marriages.  So the rule is one man and one woman for life.   The rule is an exclusive life long union.   That was and is the rule.   But scripture records where God allowed that rule to be bent in order to preserve a principle.  God is merciful.  His mercy is from everlasting to everlasting.   So since God does not waver in His mercy He is flexible in terms of His rules.  During times of war when men were dying in large numbers there were widows with children left.  This is an agrarian society, this is a male dominated society.  A widow with 5 kids would either starve or become a prostitute.  So God allowed polygamy to help families survive.  This is not God’s ideal, but He tolerated it so that the greater principles of mercy and justice would survive.  
Let me point out a few things.  
1. Rules are flexible.  Rules are what life is supposed to look like during a particular circumstance.  And there has to be give to them for when life changes.    *Silly rules  A legalistic mind will never acknowledge that life changes when it does rules have to change with it.  
2. Whenever a rule conflicts with a principle, God bends the rule.  

3. The rule is meant to protect and serve a person, and when it no longer does that, God will bend and alter that rule.  

Matthew 5:27 Then he said to them, "The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath.  Jesus said this rule was meant to give your rest and strength, not cause you to starve and not be healed.  Let me rephrase that statement.  The rule was made to serve man, man was not made to serve the rules.  
The insanity of legalism is that it levels the playing field and makes all rules equal.   It is a virus that infects your thinking.

Legalism causes you to think that keeping the rule of the Sabbath is more important than healing on the Sabbath.  

Legalism causes you to think that the rule of keeping the Sabbath is important enough to starve someone on the Sabbath.

Legalism will cause you to obey the rule of going to the temple every single day, and on your way to the temple walk by a man dying beside the road. 
Legalism will cause you to tithe on spices and refuse to help a prostitute. 

Legalism will cause a man to sit in church EVERY week and treat his wife like dirt and feel justified.
Don’t misunderstand me, God wrote the rules.  But God wants you to live your life by principles, not by rules.  Because we live in an ambiguous world there cannot be enough rules so that I have a rule for each and every situation of life I will encounter.   So what I must live by are principles.   Some people need more rules than others…

Situation – I am invited to a party by an unbelieving friend.  The place is full of unbelievers. I know it is ok to be there because Jesus went to those kinds of parties.  At the party my friend, in my hearing, tells an inappropriate joke.   Is there a rule that tells me what to do?

Thou shalt not laugh at an off color joke.  Thou shalt remain stone faced so that all present may sense thy disapproval.  Thou shalt openly rebuke thy godless heathen friend and in indignation shalt thou depart.  

There is no rule.  Life is full of ambiguous situations you have to navigate through.   So you live by kingdom principles.  

If I don’t laugh will I offend my friend?   If I do laugh do I betray my faith.  It may be inappropriate to you, but perfectly appropriate for the setting and place.   This is why some Christians only want to hang out with other Christians, we are the only ones who can tolerate each other.   If you run around in life pointing out when others break the rules you live by, it wont be an issue because you wont be invited to very many parties.  If you are going to hang out with people, have relationship with people, you have to accept them as they are, which means they are not going to live by your rules.   So what do you do?  You ask yourself, what ministers life here?
You live by principles.

Always be loving, love is of God. 

Always be merciful.  

Always be faithful.

Theses are the weightier matters of the law.   These are the principles.  There is not a hard and fast rule for this situation which is precisely why I used it as an example.   You live our your principles under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  You do that long enough and often enough and at some point you will have opportunity to share Christ.  You will probably never be asked about your rules, but they will become interested in your kingdom.   
I am not saying rules are not important.  They are very important.  Without we live haphazard lives.   We live unto our selves.  We are little black holes and absorb everything for ourselves.   Without a rule of stewardship regarding finances and what percentage of my income I am going to give to charity and to the Kingdom of God I will absorb the bulk of it on me.  So I have a rule, called a budget.   A rule is a commitment to a course of action.   

Here is what you need to take from all of this, this is what Jesus was communicating, in a nutshell…

Be inflexible with Life Principles, Be Flexible with the Rules.  

Perfect example, Kids.   What ministers life to one child may not to another.  You may have one kid who is an angel.  Who never does anything wrong.  For that child you may have a rule, no swearing.  When he does it is a major thing.  But if you have another kid who is into drugs and sleeping around and rebellious, how silly are you if you are going to confront that kid every time he swears?  You will never have a non-combative moment with that kid.   In the raising of a child you cannot have enough rules to always keep them out of trouble.  The higher the level of understanding of a child the less you rule by rules and the more that child should be governed by principles you have put in them.   As kids absorb principles you back off the rules.   The rule that ministers life at one point will become a prison at another.   So you teach principles.   You teach them by example.  You never violate them. You apply the rules and build flexibility into them.   
Do this in your life in God.  Be inflexible with the principles of the Kingdom, but be prepared to be flexible with the rules.  

The more we live by Kingdom principles, the less we need the rules.  Tithing exist because people would not give generously and lavishly.  So God made a rule to make sure we gave SOMETHING!

Galations 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.






