Living Under The Influence
Ephesians 5: 18 And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit;
Earlier in this chapter the Apostles lists several sins that the believer is to not be part of.  
Ephesians 5: 3 Let there be no sexual immorality, impurity, or greed among you. Such sins have no place among God's people. 4 Obscene stories, foolish talk, and coarse jokes – these are not for you. Instead, let there be thankfulness to God. 5 You can be sure that no immoral, impure, or greedy person will inherit the Kingdom of Christ and of God. For a greedy person is really an idolater who worships the things of this world.
When the Apostle lists these sins, he simply commands that the Christian abstain from them.   But he distinguishes how he treats the sin of drunkenness.  
He does not say; 

Do not commit fornicate, but be filled with the Holy Spirit. 

Do not steal, but be filled with the Holy Spirit. 

Do not commit adultery, but be filled with the Holy Spirit.  

Do not be obscene, but be filled with the Holy Spirit. 

Do not be greedy, but be filled with the Holy Spirit. 

He simply says, don’t do this stuff, people that do will not inherit the Kingdom of God. But when he comes to being inebriated, intoxicated, he distinguishes that particular sin from all the others by saying, instead of being drunk, and out of control, be filled with the Holy Spirit.  Apparently in the Apostles mind there was some parallel between chemically induced intoxication and being filled with the Holy Ghost.  I don’t think he is simply and exclusively implying that the antidote to drunkenness is being filled with the Holy Ghost.  Although that is certainly true.  But there is a connection here he is alluding to.  
The Apostle said don’t be drunk with wine, wherein is excess, one translation says, which leads to debauchery, leads to out of control behavior.  We all know that to be true, if not from personal experience, at least from observation. <Guy on motorcycle>  Don’t be drunk with wine, wherein is excess, but instead  be filled with the Holy Spirit. 
When someone is drunk, we have a term for that.  They are under the influence. 

When you reach the point of drunkenness you are no longer in control. 

Once drunk you are no longer dictating your actions. 

When you reach the point of intoxication your judgment is suspended.  

When you are drunk you are out of your own control and under the influence of alcohol.
Let me rephrase the words of the Apostle.  Don’t be under the influence of alcohol, but instead  if you are going to come under the influence of something, be filled with, come under the influence of, the Holy Ghost.  

Be under the control of the Holy Spirit. 

Let the Holy Spirit dictate your actions. 

Suspend your faulty judgment and come under the influence of the Holy Spirit. 

We need a generation of Christians that are under the influence, not of alcohol, not of chemicals, but under the influence of the Holy Ghost.  The baptism of the Holy Ghost, the infilling of the Spirit of God does something to a believer, that is not unlike coming under the influence of alcohol.  Except one puts you under the influence of a chemical that will debase, but the other puts you under the influence of the very power that ordained the universe, brought light out of darkness, brought life out nothingness, and sustains all that is.  You need to come under the influence and live under the influence of the Holy Ghost.  
There is a definite corollary here. 

Acts 2: 1 And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. 3 And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 5 And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under heaven. 6 Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were confounded, because that every man heard them speak in his own language. 7 And they were all amazed and marvelled, saying one to another, Behold, are not all these which speak Galilaeans? 8 And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born? 11, we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God. 12 And they were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying one to another, What meaneth this? 13 Others mocking said, These men are full of new wine. 14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my words: 15 For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of the day. 16 But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; 17 And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh:
When the Holy Ghost baptism came to believers for the first time in the Book of Acts, the people said there is only one thing that makes people act like this…   I do believe they are under the influence.  Look at them, talking weird, staggering around in the streets, shouting out loud about the Works of God.  I am not sure what all they were doing, the language of scripture can be very sparse.  All I know is something in their behavior made those observers think, aha…they are under the influence.  I love Peters response…

Acts 2: 15 For these are not drunken, as ye suppose…

They are under the influence alright, just not like you think.  They have come under the influence of the Holy Spirit.  

It is time for Christianity to cease to be an intellectual exercise.  It is time for faith in God to be more than a profession from your mouth.  It is time for you to quit trying to live out your faith by reason and discipline alone.  It is time for you to start living under the influence of a power that is transformative, liberating, 
I am happy to say that it has been a while since I was under the influence of any chemical substance, but I know a few things about it.

When Under The Influence
​People, under the influence, don’t always walk right.  They don’t seem to be able to direct their steps.  They try and walk the straight line, but it seems to be moving on them.   They cannot quite put one foot in front of the other.  There is a stagger and a stumble.  
Be not drunk with wine, instead, be filled with the Holy Ghost. 

When you come under the influence of the Holy Ghost it will change your walk.  You know you are living under the influence when you are walking different. 

II Corinthians 5:7 –Walk by faith. 

Ephesians 5:2-Walk in love

2:10-As children of light

5:15-As wise

I Thessalonians 2:12-Walk worthy

3 John 1:4-In truth.

Here is the thing, the guy under the influence of alcohol is trying to walk in a straight line, but what he has come under is dictating his steps.  I am not full of faith, loving, wise, worthy,but when I come under the influence…  I find myself walking where I did not plan on going.  I find myself trying to go some places but my feet wont go there.  

Galations 5:16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.
You cant go where you might otherwise go.  You cannot stay out of where your flesh may not want to go.  BECAUSE YOU ARE LIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE.  

Luke 4:1 And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan, and was led by the Spirit.
If you don’t like how you are walking, if you want a different walk, come under the influence.  Be filled with the Holy Ghost.  

Ever see someone get a belly full of liquid courage and get a little more…aggressive than they might otherwise?  Get up in peoples face a little bit...start acting a little, outside the bounds or propriety because they are…under the influence.  <Guy jamming in Starbucks>  Ever try to control someone under the influence?  They don’t realize how loud they are, how obnoxious, how offensive.  What is more, they don’t care.  Do you know what needs to happen to a generation of pre-packaged, cloned, franchise Christians, who are so homogenized and such products of the culture?   They need to come under the influence of the Holy Spirit.  
Come under the influence to where our speech is markedly different. 

Come under the influence to the place where our behavior maybe somewhat questionable.
Come under the influence to the place that it could be outside the bounds of propriety. 
Acts 2: 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 6 Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were confounded, because that every man heard them speak in his own language. 7 And they were all amazed and marvelled, saying one to another, Behold, are not all these which speak Galilaeans? 8 And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born? 11, we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God. 12 And they were all amazed..

Acts 4: 31 And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness.
Something happens to the believer that comes under the influence of the Holy Spirit.  A boldness, a behavior that draws people and glorifies God.  You will not offend people when you are living under the influence, but you will attract attention, and when people really pay attention to what you are doing, they will realize you are glorifying God.  

People under the influence are out of control.  (Ever try controlling someone? )  

John 3:8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit. 

Ever here someone express regret over what they had done while under the influence, and say, that was not me, that was the drink talking?  That was not me…  Coming under the influence of the Holy Spirit
