Judgment Day
I Peter 4:16 Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf. 17 For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God:
Much of the message of the church for hundreds of years is that God is going to judge the world.   It has been preached that judgment day is coming.  

Judgment day…when God will separate the wheat from the chaff.
Judgment day...when God will separate the sheep from the goats.

Judgment day…when all mens works will be revealed. 

Judgment day…when faithful servants will be welcomed into the kingdom.

Judgment day…when wicked servants will be cast into outer darkness.
We have not known the day, we have not known the specifics, we have simply preached, believed,  and known that judgment was coming.  
Our text says that if a Christian suffer, let him glorify God.  This statement is followed by this enigmatic declaration, judgment must begin at the house of God.  You want to turn your suffering into praise because judgment will arrive here first.  What does my praising through my pain have to do with judgment arriving here?   Before we can answer that, we need to know a little more about judgment.

I always assumed God was the only one that would be judging, but a careful study of scripture reveals this is not true.…

I Corinthians 6:2 Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the world shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters? 3 Know ye not that we shall judge angels?
The scripture is absolutely clear, saints of God will judge the world, we will judge angels?   This does not seem right to me.  It seems to be a violation of a direct commandment of Christ.

Matthew 7:1 Judge not, that ye be not judged.
And yet the Bible declares we will judge the world.  We will judge angels.  
So far we have produced two questions with no answers.   
1. Why do I need to turn my suffering into glory?

2. How is it we judge when we are commanded to NOT judge.

I Corinthians 6:2 Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the world shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters? 3 Know ye not that we shall judge angels?
Before we explore this scriptural conflict let me just talk about this passage a bit.   Lets just be honest, we all have fantasies of sitting in judgment over people that irritate us.   We have little fantasies of getting vengeance on those that have wronged us, humiliated us.   How sweet would it be to be the guy in the long robe, gavel in hand, and everyone HAVING to appear before me.   I AM GOING TO JUDGE THE WORLD!!!

Uhmm…that is not exactly right.  That is not exactly what this passage is teaching.  
John 3: 17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. 18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19 And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.
Let me point something out to you in this text.  IT VERY CLEARLY DECLARES CHRIST DID NOT COME TO CONDEMN THE WORLD.     

But verses 18 and 19  lets us know that His coming DID condemn men.  He did not come to condemn them, but because He came and gave them an option, they are condemned by His coming and their response to it.  His light revealed their darkness.   He did not come and pronounce condemnation, but…

The unintended consequence of light is that it reveals darkness.

The unintended consequence of options means right and wrong choices will be made.

John 15:22 If I hadn't come and told them all this in plain language, it wouldn't be so bad. As it is, they have no excuse. 
Jesus did not come to condemn, but because He came and made a choice available, those who didn’t choose Him are condemned.  He brought light, so when you continue to choose to sit in darkness you are condemned.  

He did not want to condemn, but His coming condemned. 

This answers  the question, how can we reconcile the commandment to NOT judge and the writing that we will judge?    Jesus didn’t condemn but the unintended consequences of His life  was condemnation. 

Did not come to condemn the world, but condemned it anyway.  This is the condemnation...He didn’t bring it…it was here…   The light he brought condemned the world.  His light revealed their darkness.

Matthew 5:14 Ye are the light of the world.

Your light will stand in judgment of others.  When you do good, the unintended consequence is that a standard is produced by which others are judged.  

When you are righteous…

When you are compassionate…

When you are honest…

When you are moral…

When you are Godly…

This is how saints judge the world.  Not by what we say, by what we do.  And the unintended consequence of our choice and actions is condemnation for others. 

Hebrews 11:7 By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world,
Noah had NO INTENTION of condemning the world.  He simply wanted to save his house.  He wanted to save his family.  But because he showed that you could be saved in that wicked and perverse generation.  Because he showed that you could rise above the evil of his age, he condemned all that did not.  

They had no excuse.  

Light has come, you would rather sit in darkness, you are condemned without excuse.

There is salvation from the evil of an age, an ark you can go into and be saved.  You would rather not enter in?  You are condemned without excuse. 

Matthew 12: 41 The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: because they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here.
Jonah preached a simple sermon to that wicked city of Nineveh.  The King of Nineveh ordered a fast, and city wide repentance.   HE HAD NO IDEA THAT HIS ACTIONS WOULD CONDEMN FUTURE GENERATIONS.   But Jesus told His age because a city repented at the preaching of righteousness that all future ages would be held to the same standard.  And when they failed to repent they were judged and condemned by the actions of a dead king and a forgotten city. 
Matthew 12: 42 The queen of the south shall rise up in the judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: for she came from the uttermost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, a greater than Solomon is here.
The Queen of Sheba traveled across the known world to receive the wisdom of Solomon.   She brought enormous offerings to prove how much she valued the wisdom Solomon possessed.  Her actions condemn every person who does not pursue and value the Truth of God.   Every one who does not pursue truth with the same passion is condemned by her actions.  This was not her purpose, it is the unintended consequences of choice and actions. 
Are you starting to understand?   

Every commitment condemns.  Every choice sets a standard that must be met.  

What about where scripture says we should not compare ourselves….Paul uses that in context of a bragging contest that the Judiazers were attempting to engage him in…
The overwhelming evidence of scripture is that the choices of others set a standard that can condemn and judge others. 

The light that shines to you judges you.  Thus, TODAY IS JUDGEMENT DAY.  It is not some remote point in the future.  It is here and now.  The actions of previous generations rise up, and stand along side our actions.   
Jesus judged

Noah judged

King of Ninevah judged

Queen of the South judged

And all condemned.    Not one of them intended to, but they did.   

Mark 12:41 And Jesus sat over against the treasury, and beheld how the people cast money into the treasury:  and many that were rich cast in much.  42 And there came a certain poor widow, and she threw in two mites, which make a farthing.  43 And He called unto Him His disciples,and saith unto them, “Verily I say unto you that this poor widow hath cast more into the treasury; 44 For all they did cast in of their abundance; but she of her want did cast in all that she had, even all her living.  
The wealthy of the men were coming in and giving.  They were giving, the Bible says, of their abundance.  In other words, they were scraping foam off the top to give.   They were giving from the top of the barrel.  And everyone looked AWESOME until…  She comes staggering up, and you had to look close to even see the two little coins she tossed into the pile of wealth.   She threw in all that she had…   Her living.  This is the light bill, this is the grocery money, this is everything.  And then all the wealthy guys just looked bad.   Sad.   
If you could have just kept her at home, everyone would have looked awesome.  Everyone would have been pleased.  Everyone could have felt AWESOME about themselves, but now…

If those Philipinos who live in garbage piles, they live in the city dump full of disease, utterly strangled by poverty, if they would just stay home from church and not insist on showing up and worshiping with such passion and love three times a week I would look pretty good when I show up to church three times a month and act like I am doing God a favor.  But its judgment day, and I am being judged by the actions of others.   

If those oppressed, tortured Chinese believers would just not be so faithful, and not hang so tenaciously to the faith I would look a whole lot better when I pout every time God does not perform like I think He should.

If that little widow would just…quit showing up with her might, I in my abundance would look great.  

I have to be judged along side Mario Fuentes. 

I have to be judged alongside Hudson Taylor

I have to be judged alongside the Apostle Paul

Luke 18:10 Two men went into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican.  11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican.  12  I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess.  13 And the publican standing afar off would not lift up so much as is eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner.  14 I tell you this man when down to his house justified, rather than the other.  
This is a parable of Jesus. He made this story up.  He is directly comparing one man with another.  And the first guy looks awesome until the actions of the other reveal his hypocrisy.   Not only do we judge others, but are judged of others.  

How the sinner responds to grace can justify or condemn me. 

The five wise make the others foolish.   If the wise had not brought the oil there would have just been ten virgins.  But because 5 choose rightly there is a standard by which the others can be judged. 

.   

Man who built his house on the rock judged the guy who built his house upon the sand.  

It is the presence of sheep that reveals the goats as goats, the  presence of wheat reveals the tares as tares.  One judging the other as insufficient. 

Every excuse you offer, there will come someone out of equal suffering who has triumphed over them.  And they will not leave you a leg to stand on.  And will JUDGE you.  
Every time you stay home with the sniffles someone walked out of chemo the day before…

Every time you don’t give because times are tight, someone will give their living.  

If you were ever going to commit….today is the day…because today is judgment day.  

What were you planning on doing on judgment day?   Do it now, because today is judgment day.   What would you do if it were judgment day?
