Interface Faith
Exodus 20: 18 And all the people saw the thunderings, and the lightnings, and the noise of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking: and when the people saw it, they removed, and stood afar off. 19 And they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and we will hear: but let not God speak with us, lest we die. 20 And Moses said unto the people, Fear not: for God is come to prove you, and that his fear may be before your faces, that ye sin not. 21 And the people stood afar off, and Moses drew near unto the thick darkness where God was. 
It is always a bit of a revelation how behind the scenes knowledge affects how a person perceives and embraces an experience.   

· After touring a meat packing plant in Arkansas I realized the Potter was packing more than flavor in that sausage and I have never been able to enjoy it since.  

· Nic & the fish @ age 5.  He loved eating fish until he realized what the process was that brought that golden crusted morsel to his mouth was really all about.
· -Samson and the honey. 

For the most part we like our finished product without a whole lot of knowledge as to the process that brings it to us.   If we saw behind the scenes in ever circumstance of life, if we saw every restaurant kitchen where we dine, every abattoir and slaughterhouse that results in the meat we eat and the leather we wear, if we really knew the circumstances of the laborers who make the products we purchase without a second thought we would not move through our lives so easily.  So we build lives that allow us to receive the product without ever encountering the process that brings it to us.  
We bring this same approach to God.   For the most part, humanity would rather enjoy what God does for them without dealing with God Himself.  

The incident in our text comes at a very curious time.   

Israel had no problem with God while He was pouring out plagues on Egypt.
Israel had no problem with God when He parted the sea and let them pass on dry ground. 

Israel had no problem with God when food poured out of the sky.
Israel was fine when a towering burning pillar of fire showed up to lead them. 

But then God brought them to the foot of a mountain and two things were revealed to them.  

1. The Law.   

Israel’s plea to Moses comes just as God is wrapping up the giving of the Law to them.  Up to this point all the knew was God came and rescued them out of Egypt and was doing cool supernatural stuff, then He breaks out this list of do’s and don’ts and they said ok, TIME OUT!   God showed up to tell them if you want to continue to live in this level of my blessing and my protection and my provision then this is how you need to live.  This is the kind of behind the scenes obedience you are going to have to embrace if you want to continue in that level of living.  At the moment of realization that there was going to be a requirement of them they decided they would rather deal with Moses than God.
2. The Holiness of God.

That mountain started rocking and shaking, the voice thundered, and there was lightning and smoke, and they said, yeah, ok, can we get off this ride now?  See, when all the chaos was happening back in Egypt it was happening to the Egyptians and their land was spared, but now they were confronted by the Holiness of God.   <We want the godless to be confronted by the holiness of God, what if He decides to confront His people with His holiness?/Get over here God> 

When the people saw what they had to do, and who they had to deal with they said yeah, we would rather not!  

They liked the product they had been getting, they just freaked out when they saw what it took to produce the product.   This has always been people’s problem with God.   We want what God offers, what God can do, what God can provide, without dealing with the big, Holy God behind it all.
In John 12  Jesus makes His triumphal entry into Jerusalem, and the people shouted “Hosannah, Hosannah”  “Save us, Save us”  And they were thrilled, throwing their coats and waving palm branches.   Just a few days later this same crowd was screaming in a frenzy, “Crucify Him, Crucify Him, Away with Him, Give us Barabas.”    What happened in the interim?  He made a whip and cleaned out the temple.  When they were hearing what He was going to do it was awesome, when they saw how He was going to do it, they were not so excited.   They loved the message but just didn’t much care for the method.   
And I think that the reason we seek an interface between us and God is for these two fundamental reasons, what is He going to require and what is He going to do?   His law and His holiness.  We fear His demands are too stringent and the idea of that powerful an entity turned loose in our lives is a little nerve wracking.  So let me deal with Moses, and let Moses deal with God.   Give me an interface.   That is not a computer term by the way, it predates computers and literally means, a face between.  So I do not have to observe the holiness of God, give me another face to look at.  Let me look at Moses and keep getting all the blessings of God. 
Interface Faith

This is how idolatry is borne.  The story of humanity is of our attempts to enjoy the affect of God without ever having to come face to face with the cause.   We want the blessing of God, the effect of God without actually having to embrace Him.  Most major systems of living and belief are borne of the desire in man for God to NOT speak to him. 

Chemical addictions are an attempt to obtain the joy and peace of God without coming to God. 
Our obsession with stockpiling wealth is an attempt to enjoy God like provision without having to receive it from God. 

The history of mankind has been shaped by individuals who lusted for power.   They built empires and shaped the world, attempting to grasp the lordship God ordained for humanity, but without humanity coming under the lordship of its Creator.  

The hottest area of research in medical science is geriatrics.  Man is clawing to achieve immortality apart from the eternal life that only God gives. 

It is not just since the advent of Hollywood’s golden age that man has been obsessed with entertainment.  This was true of Greece and Rome.   Men grasping for pleasure that we should derive from His presence.  

On and on our list of interfaces grows.  We long for what God can provide, we just wish we could get it somewhere else, and some other way.   Long before Israel cried “let not God speak to us” humanity had been developing interfaces to place between us and God.  While our systems of idolatry have become more sophisticated we are not far removed from our predecessors who desired to worship a golden calf because the real deal was too much for them too handle.  They would rather a god they can put away when they tire of him, than a God that thunders and causes the earth to shake.   

Don’t let me skip over a major result of our desire for an interface that shield us from the cause of the effects we so desire.  

Speak thou with us, and we will hear
They decided they would rather deal with Moses than with God.   Allow me the liberty of deviating from the type a bit here.   A marriage of convenience was borne.   Some men want power, some people do not want to be accountable.  And in part it is these mutual desires that give birth to false religion.   A man purports to speak for God.   Telling the people, “I will save you the trouble, God doesn’t have to speak to you, and you don’t have to speak to God.   I will be your god-voice.  You don’t even have to think about it.  In return, I get to be the god-voice in your life.”   A priesthood desiring power and a people distancing themselves from responsibility makes for a perfect marriage of convenience.  You talk to God, then talk to us, just don’t make us have one on one interaction with God.   And from the ancient pagan mystery religions to many modern versions of Christianity this marriage of convenience has endured.   
Science, religion, entertainment, industry, all of the intertwined systems that make up lives are for many different facets of the interface between a person and God.  And our faith is not even in the God behind the scenes, it is in the interface itself.  
Let me tell you the errors of interface faith.

What kind of god do you really need anyway?  If a man can explain the god he purports to represent to me then that god is probably not enough for me because I have circumstances that no one can explain.  Yes a God that thunders and causes mountains to shake is kind of scary, but guess what, I have mountains in my life I need moved.   I need a God bigger than my understanding, larger than the circumstances of my days.  

Psalm 61:2 From the end of the earth will I cry unto thee, when my heart is overwhelmed: lead me to the rock that is higher than I.
There are scores of overwhelmed people.   You know why you start feeling overwhelmed?   Your interface fails you.   Which leads me to the second problem with interface faith.

They always fail.  They never deliver what God promises to deliver.   Why do people with billions of dollars keep grasping for more?  How much money is enough?  Just a little more…   Do you know why?  You cant have enough to feel safe.  We are too smart for that.  One terrorist attack, one hiccup in the global economy.  We know what a delicate thing wealth is.   One tornado and your lifetime is gone.   The people in the marriage of convenience wind up cracking up, breaking up, and blowing up, because that man they allowed to be their god-voice cannot do for them what God can do.  It is no accident that divorce rates, suicide rates, mental disorders, addictions and depression and anxiety stats are virtually the same among people of faith as they are among secular people.  Because the vast majority of religion as practiced today is interface faith.  Connected to a man, not God.  Connected to a church, not God.  Connected to a doctrine, not God.   The interface always fails.  
The third reason, and the biggie as to why interface faith is such an error is this:  The ENORMOUS fallacy is that they utterly failed to understand why God brought them to that mountain in the first place.   Let not God speak to us lest we die.

If He wanted you to die He could have left you in Egypt, where your male babies were slaughtered at birth, where your backs were beaten daily, where you were made to build the Pharaohs tombs and your blood was the grease on which massive stones slid.  He did not bring you into that wilderness to kill you, He brought you there to court you.   The declarations of love on God’s part are so numerous they are beyond the scope of one sermon.  
With an everlasting love I have loved thee…
Exodus 3:17  And I have said, I will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt, unto a land flowing with milk and honey.

God will spend the next 400 years trying to convince Israel of His love…

We do not really understand Gods intention toward us.   He does not want to dominate you, He wants to love you.  He does not want to kill you, He wants you to live.   

You need a God bigger than your interface. 
Your interface ultimately will not work.

God loves you beyond your comprehension. 

This is why you need more than interface faith.   And God tried and tried to get His people to turn away from all their idols and back to Him.   He even tried to turn them from blind adherence to the practice of Judaism.  

Amos 5: 4 For thus saith the LORD unto the house of Israel, Seek ye me, and ye shall live: 5 But seek not Bethel, nor enter into Gilgal,
Bethel – House of God.

Gilgal – Where David placed the tabernacle.

Quit looking for me in your centers of religious practice.  SEEK ME.  SEEK ME.  SEEK ME.  

And the people stood afar off, and Moses drew 
near unto the thick darkness where God was.
Psalm 103:7  He made known his ways unto Moses, his acts unto the children of Israel.
Moses was transfigured by a one on one encounter with God.  His face radiated the glory, and he knew God’s ways.  He knew where and when to find God.   Where God moved.   The people, just knew God’s acts.  What God had done.   Not how to find Him.  

A pastor is an awesome thing.   But there are moments of life when you need to know how to find God for yourself.  You need to know his ways and you only get that when you seek God, not a fallible substitute.  

God loves us so much.  He loves us in ways that are incomprehensible.   What is Jesus all about?   God not only loves us, but He is so far above us…   He said, you need an interface to love me?   Ok.   I will give you one, better yet, I will come, as my own interface.   

I Timothy 3:16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory. 
John 1: 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 The same was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men.  

12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: 13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 
God came as His own interface, in Jesus Christ.   And He came, making the same appeal He made all along…
Come unto me…

Come unto me…

Matthew 11:28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
The first reason we sought an interface was that law that we thought would be so hard and restrictive.
29 Take my yoke upon you, 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.
A rabbis teaching and requirement for his disciples was called his yoke.  Jesus said to us, come unto me, my yoke is easy.  <Living for God is hard?>

We sought and interface because that God that thundered was too terrifying…  “Come unto me” Jesus said…

And learn of me for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 
Come unto Jesus, talk to Him, let Him speak to you, all that you desire in the world is in relationship with Jesus.   And you don’t need an interface.  
