Antichrist
I want to talk to you about the Antichrist.  This is a term that occurs several times in the NT.   Before we dig into some of the actual texts lets talk about what the general knowledge and perceptions of the antichrist are.
· He is known outside of strictly religious circles.  In the culture there is knowledge, whether or not there is a belief, that there is this figure that will come at the end of days to war against God. 

· We know he will perpetuate a world governing system, and a world religious system. 

· We know that Antichrist is ultimate revelation of a plan of wickedness that has existed since the fall of Satan.

Before we actually dig into scriptural text, lets define what is meant by the title, antichrist. 
The English word Antichrist is translated from the Greek antíkhristos, which literally means "opposite of Christ". A broader meaning is "in place of Christ". Therefore, antichrist means opposed to Christ by being in the place of Christ. The term itself appears 5 times in 1 John and 2 John of the New Testament--once in plural form and 4 times in the singular.

An·ti·christ
1) Against Christ

2) Instead of Christ
3) Assuming a guise in an attempt to replace Christ

4) Opposing Christ.

This is the antichrist, this is what antichrist does.  And the quest since the beginning of time has been to identify the antichrist.  Lets go to the scripture for that purpose.

II Thessalonians 2:3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. 5 Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things? 6 And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. 7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way.  
Some clues from verse 4…
· Antichrist opposes God and all that is of God. 

· Antichrist exalts himself above God. 

· Antichrist sits in the temple of God and makes himself God there. 

If you compile all the texts about the antichrist there are any number of Biblical and historical figures who qualify.  Any number of players who could have been the antichrist…

· Pharaoh certainly qualified, especially according to the texts in II Thessalonians. 

· Hadrian (Roman emperor from 117 AD – 138 AD)
· The Prince of Tyre (Ezekiel)

· Nebuchadnezzar

· Aggripa

· Antiochus Epiphanes - ruled the Hellenistic Seleucid Empire from 175 BC until his death in 163 BC.  (Razed Jerusalem, desecrated the temple.)
· Hitler

· Stalin

The list of qualifying candidates goes on and on.  Letting us know that while there is an  antichrist coming.  There has been, is, and will be antichrist among us all at all times. 

II Thessalonians 2:6 And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. 7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way. 
The mystery of iniquity is already at work.  We are going to come back to this point.  But while we are at this juncture of the text lets open it up.  

From The Message bible…

II Thessalonians 2:6 You'll also remember that I told you the Antichrist is being held back until just the right time. 7 That doesn't mean that the spirit of antichrist is not now at work. It is, secretly and underground. 8 But the time will come when the Antichrist will no longer be held back, but will be let loose. 
So while the revelation of Antichrist has not yet happened, that spirit is at work, underground, and has been and will be until that moment when He is revealed.   So until the revelation of THE antichrist what we have to contend with, deal with, identify, and war against it this spirit of the antichrist that is present and working, and has been all along.  
I John 2:18  Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time. 
I John 4:3 And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world. 

Profiling The Antichrist Spirit
Jesus clarified and drew the line of demarcation where the spirit of antichrist is concerned very clearly.  According to Christ you do not have to be immersed in evil, with a 666 tattooed  on your forehead, and worshipping Satan in your basement to qualify as antichrist. 
Matthew 12:30 He that is not with me is against me…
According to Jesus the only thing you had to do to qualify as antichrist was not be for Christ.  Jesus put it this way…you are either pro Christ or anti Christ.  He that is not with me, is by definition and posture against me.  You cannot be neutral in this conflict.  

There is warfare, conflict between Christ and antichrist and in that conflict you are either for, pro Christ or against, anti Christ.  We talk of spiritual warfare with very little understanding of what we are really engaged in, what it is really all about.  

· Not primarily about praying for certain geographic regions.

· Not about attempts to subdue one particular spirit. 

Spiritual warfare has many expressions.  But it is primarily about this conflict between Christ and antichrist.  And where does that conflict play out most frequently?
II Corinthians 10: 3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) 5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;
Instead of looking for a man as the manifestation of antichrist Paul tells us to look between our own ears, into our own imaginations.  Why? 
What does the antichrist do?

II Thessalonians 2: 4 Who  exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped;
What happens in the thought life of a person?  (Vs 5.)

Spiritual warfare is not fleshly, it is not physical, it is pulling down whatever in us that exalts itself against God.  The depiction of spiritual warfare that the Apostle is talking about in this passage in internal. 

Remember this phrase from the first text we addressed?

II Thessalonians 2:4 … he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.
I Corinthians 6:19 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?
Antichrist is not so much out there somewhere as in here…  The great drama, the great warfare, between Christ and antichrist is played out in us. 
We are starting to build a profile of the spirit of the antichrist.  Not some winged devil, with an evil smile and satanic symbols tattooed on their skin.

· Someone not for Christ. 
· Internal imaginations, internal conditions in our mind that exalt themselves against God. Try to take the preeminence that only belongs to God.  Any thing commanding more love, more devotion, more of you than God is exalting itself against God. This is a hallmark of the antichrist.  
· Anything in our temple assuming the place of prominence reserved for Christ. 
An·ti·christ
5) Against Christ

6) Instead of Christ

7) Assuming a guise in an attempt to replace Christ

8) Opposing Christ.

Do you have to be a vile, reprehensible beast to have this spirit? 

James 4:4 Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.
He is not talking about worldly or non-Christian friends.  He is talking about living in agreement with the world system around you, adopting its values.  

That in the world which exalts itself against God.

That in the world which attempts to replace Christ. 

That in the world which attempts to fill the role of Christ.

It is antichrist…of the world…and embracing it makes you an enemy of God.

Scripture adds more elements to the profile of antichrist.

Philippians 3:18 (For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: 19 Whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things.) 20 For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ:
We know this passage it talking about people with the spirit of antichrist because it says they are enemies of the cross.  (Remember Def.)

They do three things.

1. Their God is their belly.  They gratify physical appetite before they will satisfy spiritual appetite.

2. Whose glory is their shame.  They are proud of their perversion. 
3. They mind earthly things.  

Then he goes on to write that we are all about heaven. Our focus is not on satisfying flesh, but God.   

The perfect Bible type of this is Esau.  (Tell story)

Esau’s short comings seem fairly innocuous.  

· Said “Feed Me”….. (Genesis 25:30)
· But then the Bible says he despised his birthright.  The spiritual blessing that was to come to him.  (Genesis 25:34)
Esau put physical appetite over spiritual blessing and for that reason he is referred to in Hebrews 12 as that “profane person”.  

According to Philippians when you will gratify a physical appetite, a flesh appetite over your spiritual appetite you are an enemy of the cross, antichrist.  

Philippians also teaches that antichrist will mind earthly things, instead of focusing on Kingdom (heavenly) things.  (Explain conversation)

See, this is really tough.  We have earthly responsibilities that we have to take care of.  We have to work. We have to eat.  The design of our psyche and physical being is that we also need rest and recreation.  We need entertainment.  So how do we handle out earthly responsibilities without slipping into the spirit of antichrist? 

Priorities & Motives.  

First of all make Christ your priority.  If you ever have to choose between...if you put the earthly thing first you are operating in the spirit of antichrist.  

Matthew 6:31 Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? 32 (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. 33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.
The ministry that challenges you to make the kingdom of God your overwhelming priority is not just after your wallet, or wanting to dominate your time, or needing a rear end in a seat, they are trying to keep you from living your life in the spirit of the antichrist.

It is also about motive.

Ephesians 6:5 Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness of your heart, as unto Christ; 6 Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart; 7 With good will doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men.
When you are not operating in the spirit of antichrist everything is service to God.  Even your work.   To not be operating in that spirit you have to be living every facet of your life unto God.  We cannot compartmentalize our lives, segment our lives between secular and sacred.  We cannot live 6 days serving our flesh and one serving God.  
I Corinthians 10:31 Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God. 
Colossians 3:17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him. 

3:23 And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; 
Here is the profile for the antichrist spirit.

· Someone not for Christ. 
· Internal imaginations, internal conditions in our mind that exalt themselves against God. Try to take the preeminence that only belongs to God.  Any thing commanding more love, more devotion, more of you than God is exalting itself against God. This is a hallmark of the antichrist.  
· Anything in our temple assuming the place of prominence reserved for Christ. 
· Friend of the world.
· Gratify fleshly appetites over spiritual appetites.
· Live minding the flesh instead of the things of God.  
Everyone wants to know…who is the antichrist?   The more pertinent question should be, in what spirit am I living out my life?  

Depart from me...ye workers of iniquity…I never knew you. 
