Theology For Creativity
Are you in a rut?   In your job, marriage, or ministry?  Do you feel like you have been doing the same thing since the dawn of time?  The second job I had in ministry the church simply replicated it’s calendar each year.  It was horribly boring.  They did the same thing at the same time every year, regardless as to whether or not it was still productive.  They were in a huge rut.  And, as one wise man said, a rut is simply a grave with the ends kicked out.  If you are in a rut it is because you lack creativity.   We are meant to be creative beings.  One person recently told me that the difference between animals and us is that we posses the ability to create.  I think this is true to a degree. 

Three Questions About Creativity
Why Should I Be Creative?
· We are made in the image of a creative creator.

· How creative is God that billions of humans have lived and died and each of them is unique is some way.  DNA, fingerprints, voice, all unique.

· Even as species are becoming extinct scientist are discovering new species.  The world our God has made is amazing.  

· God invented creativity.  It is the fifth word of the Bible.  Ephesians 5:1 says that we are to be “imitators” of God.

· Not only did God invent it but Jesus modeled it. Matthew 13:34 says that He never spoke without using a parable.  A creative way of communicating His truth. 

· Being creative is essential to survival beyond the year 2000. 

· Carolyn Corbin heads up an international think tank.  She writes in her book, Great Leaders See The Future First, “Beyond the year 2000 innovation will be as important as continuous improvement was in the past.”

· The old way was to continually improve what were doing, but the new mode of the market place is to create new ways of doing what it is that we do.  

· We have a scriptural injunction against being squeezed into some pre-packaged mold.  God wants us to be unique.

· Romans 12:2 (CEV) “Don’t let the world squeeze you into it’s mold”
5 things that will happen if you apply creativity to your ministry.

1. You will perpetuate your learning curve.

2. It will help you meet change head on.

3. It will infect your communication with excitement.  (The higher the predictability the less is communicated.)

4. Practicing creativity will help you become the leader you want to be.

5. Remold your life.

Where?
In your ministry at Abundant Life Church.

· Many people carry different ideas and images of God. 

· Grandpa God

· Man Upstairs God

· Supreme Court God

· Holy Land God

· Emotional God

Our church program has to give people a complete, and correct photo album of God. That only happens when the people heading up ministries come at them with a high level of creativity.  

I find myself thinking about what I want to accomplish, and not the people that will ultimately receive from my ministry.  

· Three questions to ask yourself.

· Who do you minister to?  

· Do you know what their needs are?  

· What is the primary need of people that receive from your ministry?

How?

· Ask God to enhance your creativity.

· James 1:17   Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights,

· James 1:5   If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.

· Take action to unleash it.  Work and creativity are linked.

· Connect with creative people.

· Build in creative time.

The competition is not other churches.  It is the world.  

· Titanic…330 million dollars, and almost 3 years in the making.  Some people saw it as much as 8 times. But really, that is not much considering the effort that went into it.

· Hollywood routinely cranks out 50 million dollar movies that nobody even wants to go see.  They say they are bored.  

WE CANNOT APPROACH WHAT IT IS WE DO FOR GOD WITH ANYTHING LESS THAN OUR ABSOLUTE BEST!

· The world has raised the standard when it comes to attracting and holding peoples attention.

I Corinthians 14:10 There are so many kinds of voices in the world, and none of them is without significance.

The voice of Abundant Life Church has to be such that it is distinguished from every other clamoring voice out there that is vying for peoples hearts.

In a one hour television show people will see 20-25 commercial images.  Images that in seconds convey powerful feelings, and messages.  (Gay couple in world series commercial) 

That is your competition.  How can we raise the bar?  How can we be more creative in our presentation of the Gospel?

.

