When Prometheus Died

Psalm 90:1 A Prayer of Moses the man of God. Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations. 2 Before the mountains were brought forth, Or ever You had formed the earth and the world, Even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God. 3 You turn man to destruction, And say, "Return, O children of men." 4 For a thousand years in Your sight Are like yesterday when it is past, And like a watch in the night. 5 You carry them away like a flood; They are like a sleep. In the morning they are like grass which grows up: 6 In the morning it flourishes and grows up; In the evening it is cut down and withers. 7 For we have been consumed by Your anger, And by Your wrath we are terrified. 8 You have set our iniquities before You, Our secret sins in the light of Your countenance. 9 For all our days have passed away in Your wrath; We finish our years like a sigh. 10 The days of our lives are seventy years; And if by reason of strength they are eighty years, Yet their boast is only labor and sorrow; For it is soon cut off, and we fly away. 11 Who knows the power of Your anger? For as the fear of You, so is Your wrath.  12 So teach us to number our days, That we may gain a heart of wisdom. 

The first six verses serve to illustrate and declare the infinite nature of God.

God has been our dwelling place in all generations.
He was God before the mountains erupted and the earth was formed.

From everlasting to everlasting He was, is, and will be God.
The last  thousand years to God are like our yesterday.

The last  thousand years to God are like a nights sleep to us. 

The last  thousand years to God are no more than the passing of a day.

The next five verses show the finite nature of man. 
While God has endured forever nothing more than His anger may consume us.
His mere presence can illuminate every hidden area of our life. (vs. 8) You have not been in His presence unless the hidden parts of your life have been revealed to Him. 

Compared to God the length of our life is like a sigh. 

We have seventy, if we are healthy eighty years here.  And those are not good years.  At the end of them all memory of us is disbursed like ash. (We fly away) (Where was that potato salad?)

Moses wraps this up by asking God to teach us to count our days, remind us of our mortality, of our finite nature, and only then will we receive a heart of wisdom.  

We think wisdom is in technological advancement.

We think wisdom is in mans ability to cheat death and achieve immortality outside of God.  (Ponce De Leon)

We think wisdom is in mans ability to solve all of his problems with his own ingenuity. 

We think wisdom is in mans ability to become so self-sufficient that we don’t need God. 

We think wisdom will be found in ever expanding scientific knowledge of our physical world.  

But the heart of wisdom will be found when we are taught, and we are cognizant, and we live aware of the fact that we are mortal, finite, and at our absolute best we come no where near to what God is.  

How can a reminder of my own mortality make me wise?  Well, that reminder is always coupled with something else.  You see it evidenced in this passage.  You cannot talk about the greatness of God without realizing the smallness of man.  You can not talk about the smallness of man with out turning to the greatness of God.  When I number my days I have to then recognize how awesome He really is.  

Psalm 90:12 So teach us to number our days, That we may gain a heart of wisdom. 
Psalm 111:10 The fear (reverential awe) of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom:

Do you know who fears God, who has reverential awe for God, who is thunderstruck by God?  It is not the guy who thinks of himself that he is almost immortal, who thinks he is some kind of deity himself.  No, it is the person who has learned to number their days.  Who recognizes his own limited nature and consequently is blown away by the very concept of God.  The one who fears the Lord and is entering into wisdom is the one who understands he is but a gnat fluttering in less than a moment of time while God always has been, is, and will be.   These two concepts are always tied together.  Exaltation of God causes man to understand and recognize himself.  

Psalm 8:1 O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! who hast set thy glory above the heavens. 3 When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained; 4  What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him?

John 3: 30  He must increase, but I must decrease. 31  He that cometh from above is above all: he that is of the earth is earthly, and speaketh of the earth: he that cometh from heaven is above all.
If you will learn to number your days, understand you are mortal and finite you will not forget that He is awesome, He is glorious, He is beyond my right to question, He that cometh from above is above all.  And I ain’t Him.

The Prometheun Age
The ancient Greeks made up an enormous body of mythology to explain the world and spiritual things they could not comprehend.  Among the many myths is the story of Prometheus.  It was taught that there was a time when people knew the exact date of their death.  They lived their whole life with foreknowledge of the moment they would die.  The gods of that age were capricious and cruel. They tormented humanity and used them for their own amusement. Humans lived in despair seeing nothing but torment while living with the certainty of death.  One god, Prometheus, moved by the plight of humanity and thinking to help them did two things for mankind.  He removed the foreknowledge of death.  After Prometheus came, not only did man not know when he would die, but he lived as though he never would die.  Then Prometheus stole fire from the gods and gave it to man.  The Greeks marked the giving of fire as the introduction of technology to mankind.  The capacity of technology coupled with man not understanding his own mortality caused men to believe that there was nothing they could not and should not do.  

Hear me well, we are still walking that path that ancient mythology tried to explain.  

Pastor Ron Martoia put it this way:

Unmindful of limits, we set goals unrelated to actual conditions of humanity, and we possess the technical means to change the conditions under which we live. We've decided as a human race that we don’t have to live with the things the way they are—things can be better—and we have the means to accomplish whatever we want. 
Fire has provided the energy that has become technology—the machine.
Unfortunately, what's happened is that as humans, we don’t know that we really are human. Rather, we think we're gods and we act like gods. The awareness of our mortality has been lost to us; sensitivity to the results of our actions has been lost to us. 
And that wouldn't be so bad if we didn't have the technical means to enact our illusions of divinity. As it is, we have the technology of the gods. Technology without the wisdom of God and without the foresight of God. 
And this is the story of western civilization in the 3rd millennium. Incredible progress in many things, but defiantly unmindful of the nature of our humanity.
The philosopher Werner Jaeger wrote: 

“The reoccurring fantasy we live with is that with the aid of the computer, or some other innovation, we will make quantum leaps technologically, and solve the problems of the age. Just a little more fire from the gods and we'll get the world running right after all.”
No doubt some will ask what is wrong with that?   Well, several things.  Allow me to illuminate you.  

The Prometheun promise has not come true. 

For or every problem we solve we create ten more. 

Technology was supposed to lessen our labor yet the inhabitants of the Information Age work on average 30 % more hours than the occupants of the Agrarian and Industrial ages. 

The technical breakthroughs that do solve material problems are creating enormous ethical problems.  (Should we clone or not?)

For every disease we conquer a new more alarming one comes on the scene while the one we thought we conquered does not go away, they just mutate into newer, scarier forms.  

The more we learn to provide creature comforts to all inhabitants of the globe the more we ravage and pollute our world.

We have more options to connect to one another than at any other time in the history of humanity yet never have we felt more isolated and alone.  Loneliness is the number one malady of our age.  

In ancient times the myth of Prometheus was told as a warning to prevent the Prometheun spirit.  But the Prometheun myth has died.  And when Prometheus died the pulpit’s failed to step up with relevant truth from God’s word and we have slipped into a Prometheun age.

Most damaging of all is what this has done to us spiritually.  Our handling the fire of the gods, the explosion of technology coupled with our own willful ignorance of our mortality has blurred the line of distinction between man and God.   That is why this psalm of Moses is so important.  My sermon is not to rail against technological advancement.  It is not to beat man down.  Rather it is simply to declare that God is above all, we are not, He is eternal, our days are numbered, He is all-powerful, we have not begun to approach the limits of His power and glory.  This is a reminder of your limits and mortality, because only when you truly know that will you begin to recognize God’s greatness.  

If We Number Not Our Days
Three things will happen if we do not learn again to number our days. If that distinction between God and man remains blurred there are three areas we will err. 

1. Man will start doing things he should not. 

In Genesis man advanced enough to build a tower and decided they would build it into heaven and overthrow the very throne of God.  Hear me, we are messing about in some areas we should not be messing about in because we have forgotten He is God and we are not, He is Creator and we are creature.   We are asking questions that are not ours to ask, we are making decisions that are the sole domain of God.  We are toying with life without the slightest concept of what we are doing. 

2. True worship will be lost. 

Romans 1:21 When they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 22  Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, 25  Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.

Paul went on to write that every bad thing in the world can be traced back to this failure to worship God as God.  But see, they reverenced the creature more than the Creator.  The line between the two got blurred in their mind.  It alarms me to hear what Jesus said about worship:  

John 4:22  Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews. 23  But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. 24  God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.

Jesus declared that there are worshippers not even aware of the nature of who they are worshipping.  There is no awe.  There is emotion, there is sometimes an element of passion.  But we need to be taken back to a place of absolute awe at the presence of God.  I can only charge the lackadaisical worship of some to the fact that they have no real idea of how high He is and how low we are.  We must learn to worship in truth.  With as accurate a picture as possible of God.  

3. God will be redefined. 

 We are part of a very spiritual age, but not necessarily a God-oriented

 age.  In Acts 17 Paul stood on Mars Hill and surveyed the vast 

 pantheon of gods the men of Athens had constructed.  A god for every need they had.  He said you are too superstitious.  You buy into all of this stuff,  but he said in verse 23 you have an altar to an unknown god and you worship him in ignorance.  Since you are ignorant of him you have fashioned gods to meet your needs.  That happens in churches all over this country.  Since we don’t have a right idea of God, or we are uncomfortable with truth about God we shape god as he best suits us. 

I have a growing sense that when we talk about God these days, there's no consensus as to what we might be referring to. There's no objective or agreed upon reference for this word "God." God today may refer to some force, the power of nature, a spark within humanity, a personal compilation of notions from a variety of philosophers, or a more traditional image minus the offensive stuff, plus some updated characteristics to make him or her more 21st century savvy.

Fewer and fewer people have any problem sketching, customizing, designing, and engineering the God they'd like to serve. As you might suspect, self-designed deities are always less stringent, more comprehensible, less demanding, more tolerant, less exclusive, and more accepted. In short, self-designed deities are more manageable and almost always more self-serving. We want a God we can understand. We want to process his every move, a God that will fit within our sensibilities and notions about how a God should really be.

There's only one problem with this more manageable, self-designed, humanly constructed God. While being able to exclaim “Oh, my God”, we've created a fictional character that has no foundation in reality. A fictionalized self-designed deity is as useless as yesterday’s newspaper.

Think about it—

What value is a God with less than God-sized capacity? 

What use is a God so small we can understand everything he does and every move he makes? 

What value has a God that we can control and order around? 

What use is there for a God that once designed, never challenges, corrects or grows us because he's so personally agreeable? 

Is that really the type of God you want to bank on? Do you want this god to oversee the affairs of your life, politics, international affairs or the flow of global history?  I think it's obvious that once thought through, the notion of a self-designed deity isn’t only arrogant and impossible, it's downright undesirable and dangerous. 

So how do we keep from becoming victims of a prometheun age?

These steps are progressive;

-We learn to number our days and become wise.

-We recover awe of God. 

-We learn to worship in truth. 

  We know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews.
