The Revelation Of Ever Present Power

Luke 5:17 And it came to pass on a certain day, as he was teaching, that there were Pharisees and doctors of the law sitting by, which were come out of every town of Galilee, and Judaea, and Jerusalem: and the power of the Lord was present to heal them. 18 And, behold, men brought in a bed a man which was taken with a palsy: and they sought means to bring him in, and to lay him before him. 19 And when they could not find by what way they might bring him in because of the multitude, they went upon the housetop, and let him down through the tiling with his couch into the midst before Jesus. 20 And when he saw their faith, he said unto him, Man, thy sins are forgiven thee. 21 And the scribes and the Pharisees began to reason, saying, Who is this which speaketh blasphemies? Who can forgive sins, but God alone? 22 But when Jesus perceived their thoughts, he answering said unto them, What reason ye in your hearts? 23 Whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Rise up and walk? 24 But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power upon earth to forgive sins, (he said unto the sick of the palsy,) I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy couch, and go into thine house. 25 And immediately he rose up before them, and took up that whereon he lay, and departed to his own house, glorifying God. 26 And they were all amazed, and they glorified God, and were filled with fear, saying, We have seen strange things to day. 

I am not sure why, but God always keeps a part of Himself hidden.  Every time you see a bit more of God you see at the same time the vast reach of Him that up to that point you had not seen.  With every revelation you get a further idea of the scope of God that is unfathomable.  I am so very intrigued by this.  This truth about God often makes its way into my preaching.  God keeps part of Himself hidden.

Moses learned this when He petitioned God for a glimpse of His glory.

Isaiah got a sense of it when He saw the Lord high and lifted up.  What he saw was staggering, yet partial.   While His glory was filling the temple in Isaiahs’ vision we know that what Isaiah saw was just a glimpse because the angles swirling about that place were declaring that the “whole earth” is filled with the glory of God. (Isaiah 6)  They were at once glorifying God and at the same time reminding Isaiah that what he was seeing was just a sliver of the whole. (ELAB: Don’t forget what you see here, because whether you perceive it or not this is what is going on in the whole earht)

Isaiah 45:15 Verily thou art a God that hidest thyself, O God of Israel, the Saviour.

Job 23:8 Behold, I go forward, but he is not there; and backward, but I cannot perceive him: 9 On the left hand, where he doth work, but I cannot behold him: he hideth himself on the right hand, that I cannot see him: 

Why Is God Hiding?
Maybe this behavior is for our own protection.  Our little minds would just short-circuit if we ever really saw Him.  Consider that in the last day when He reveals Himself EVERY knee will bow, EVERY tongue will confess that He is Lord.  It will be totally involuntary. (Isaiah 45:23 / Romans 14:11) Kinda the same way I pull punches when playing with my son. 

Maybe He hides Himself to keep us interested.  It has always been a courtship between God and us.  What He really wants is that love relationship.  He could blind us with His glory and force us to our knees but what He really wants is us there of our own volition. So He hides a part of Himself to keep us searching.

Maybe He hides part of Himself because He knows how quickly we become acclimated to even the most wondrous of things.  I suspect that for many of us it has been sometime since we have been awed by the stars, amazed by the feel of the wind, and been overwhelmed by wonders all around us.  And if we can become blasé about the things that make up our wonderful world we can become nonchalant about the presence of God.  I have witnessed it my whole life. So He holds back a part to occasionally let us know that there is so much more.
Maybe God keeps a part back to keep us from spiritual pride.  He always wants to let us know that we are just scratching the surface of something huge.  So we don’t think that what we have experienced and known is the penultimate of possible spiritual experience and knowledge God comes along every now and then and lets us know that there is a whole lot more. (The day I stop preaching this is the day I fall into the very pride that I am speaking about)   

Isaiah 64:4 For since the beginning of the world men have not heard, nor perceived by the ear, neither hath the eye seen, O God, beside thee, what he hath prepared for him that waiteth for him. 

I Corinthians 2:9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. (Not talking about heaven)

John 10:16 And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: (I have things going on you don’t know about)

John 16:12 I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. (You are not ready for this!) 
What Is God Trying To Reveal?
I could spend a lot of time exploring this question of why is God hiding a part of Himself, but there is another question attached to this that is equally intriguing and has far greater implications for us.  Here it is, sometimes God lets us see a little more than at other times.  (Isaiah/Moses/Miracle) 

· Why does He choose at times to give us a glimpse?

· What does He want us to see?

The answer to these questions is found in our text, and in answering them we will get an understanding about God that will cause our faith to explode, increase our awareness of God, and radically change how we live.  
The Revelation Of Power
In our text a sick man is brought to Christ.  Do not be distracted by the story of his friends ripping the roof off.  That is not germane to our sermon. Here are the salient facts you need to be aware of. 

The power of God was present to heal the people who were already there when the sick man arrived, none of them were healed. (Vs. 17)
A sick man was laid at the feet of Jesus, and Jesus forgave him of his sins.

The onlookers knew only God had the power to forgive sin.  Therefore they questioned the ability and right of Christ to forgive him.
Jesus knew they were questioning them so He asks a question, then performs a miracle, and in the asking of the question and performing of the miracle is the key to this whole thing. 22 But when Jesus perceived their thoughts, he answering said unto them, What reason ye in your hearts? 23 Whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Rise up and walk? 24 But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power upon earth to forgive sins, (he said unto the sick of the palsy,) I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy couch, and go into thine house
God, for a brief moment, long enough for a sick man to stand up off his sick bed, reveals Himself.  He comes out of hiding for just a moment.  One moment He is a simple teacher, then out of no where there is a blaze of glory.  He gives them a glimpse of what He can really do.  Why?  

It’s right there.  Verse 24: But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power upon earth to forgive sins.

God gives us a glimpse, otherwise known as a miracle, but the only purpose of the miracle is to reveal power that has been there all along. 

Verse 17 says that there was power there to heal them.  Jesus comes back and says look, I want you to see what I can do all of the time, not just in this moment.  

The purpose of a miracle is the revelation of ever-present power.
The power to heal has been here all along, the power to forgive that only comes from God has been here all alone.  But since you cant see it I will just step out from hiding for a moment.  Don’t be distracted by the fact that a miracle happened, that is secondary.  The miracle is just a reminder of what is possible all the time. 

The Miracle Is Not The Main Thing
The miracle did not occur because in that moment a sick man was laid at His feet.  A miracle is not a designation of special power for a pre-determined event or period of time. 

The miracle did not happen because faith reached a point of critical mass. 

The miracle was not specially designated power for a crisis moment. 

The miracle was not what God wanted us to take the most note of. 

The miracle happened because God wanted to reveal to them the power had been there all along.  
The miracle was not the greatest magnitude of Gods’ power available, simply a glimpse at what has been possible all along.

The miracle was not the main thing, the main thing was the revelation of Gods’ ever-present power to heal, forgive, and save.  We become amazed by miracles.  We seek signs and miracles.  If someone has a miracle ministry we follow them all over the country.  Partially because each time a miracle happens God is slipping out of hiding and even if only for a moment we glimpse His glory.  But His purpose in doing so is not that we would seek after miracles, but that we would become increasingly aware of how powerful He is, not just in a crusade, not just in a healing service, not just in an isolated moment of time, but all the time.  And that as a result we would more rapaciously seek after Him.  

The miracle is not the main thing, the ever-present ruler of the cosmos, Jesus Christ is.  And any time He slips out of hiding to reveal His power in what we call a miraculous way, it is simply to remind us of how powerful He is all the time. 

The Motivation For The Miracle
In the 6th chapter of II Kings the enemies of the prophet Elishah came against him for to take his life.  His servant was terror stricken so the prophet prayed that God would open his eyes.  When God touched him he saw hundreds of angels and chariots gathered to protect Elishah.  I am not sure why we are astounded by that.  The miracle was not in that angels were present.  Psalm 68:17 The chariots of God are twenty thousand, even thousands of angels: That’s just the way it is all the time.  Psalm 34:7 The angel of the LORD encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth them. That’s just the way things are, that is the natural order of things. There is nothing miraculous in an army of angels around a child of God. The miracle was in the opening of the eyes so that Gehazai could see them. 

The purpose of a miracle is the revelation of ever-present power.
Jesus was crucified, laid in a tomb dead for three days.  On the third day He came walking out in glorious new life. We have shouted and danced about the miracle more times than could ever be tabulated.  I don’t know why we are so stunned; I don’t know why the disciples of that day were.  All that miracle did was reveal a truth that had been present all along.  John 11:25 “I am the resurrection and the life.”  It was absolutely to be expected that He would rise again.  Nothing else could have possibly happened.  That power had always been there 

The purpose of a miracle is the revelation of ever-present power.
After the resurrection two disciples are walking home in Luke 26.  Christ appears and begins to walk with them, and they did not realize who He was.   You must read this story.  The whole time they are walking He tries to get them to see who He is.  Verse 28 lets you know that Christ was trying to get them to invite Him to stay.  Sitting at the table for just a moment God comes out of hiding.  And revelation hits them.  Christ disappears from their site.  All He wanted was to reveal to them who they had been walking with all along.  When God does the supernatural He just wants us to understand the He is with us all the time, His power is ever present for us.  

The purpose of a miracle is the revelation of ever-present power.
The ravens miraculously fed Elijah at the brook Cherith.  I don’t know why we are so awe struck by that.  All that miracle does is reveal what has always been true. Psalm 37:25 I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread.

The purpose of a miracle is the revelation of ever-present power.
The miracle reminds us of what has always been & always will be possible.

The miracle reminds us of the way things are all the time. 

God slips out of hiding long enough to let us know that all things are always possible.

Why are we astounded when someone is healed?

Psalm 103:3 He healeth all our diseases.

James 5:15 The prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up;

If God heals someone in our midst it is to remind us of ever-present healing power.

We act baffled when someone gives their life to Christ and said life is transformed.

II Corinthians 5:17 If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

Every radical transformation of a life is a reminder that the power for that purpose is always here, always available, always flowing. 

We are dumb struck when God supplies a financial/material need.

Matthew 6: 31 Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? 32  (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things.

Phillipians 4:19 But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.

The supply has always been there.  Ever present.

· Would you be shocked if you went home and flipped on the light switch, and the lights came on?

· No way, you expect it because you know there is an ever-present power source.  You have never seen it, touched it, felt it, yet you believe it is there. 

· Don’t be shocked when you bring your needs to this altar and God supplies them.

· Don’t be shocked when you pray and He answers.

· If you need to get hooked up to the power source we can help you. 

Do you have more faith in a light switch than you do in God?

